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COLLEEN R. JAMISON 
JAMISON LAW, LLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 16, 2022 
 
Lynn M. Retz, Executive Director 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd. 
Topeka, KS 66604 
 
RE: United Telephone Association, Inc. 

Application to relinquish certificate of convenience and ETC designation in the South 
Englewood, OK, exchange 

 
Dear Ms. Retz: 
 
Attached for filing please find United Telephone Association, Inc.’s application to relinquish its 
certificate of convenience and designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier in its South 
Englewood, Oklahoma exchange, application for an annual allocation of its KUSF support 
attributable to the exchange, and an application for approval of a modification to its tariff to 
remove references to the exchange.  All applications are, of course, contingent upon appropriate 
regulatory approvals from both the Oklahoma Corporation Commission and the Federal 
Communications Commission. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JAMISON LAW, LLC 
 
Colleen R. Jamison 
 
Colleen R. Jamison 
 
Att. 
cc: Todd Houseman 
 Tony Lee 

202205161049502050
Filed Date: 05/16/2022

State Corporation Commission
of Kansas



BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION  
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

 
In the Matter of the Application of United 
Telephone Association, Inc. to Relinquish 
its Certificate of Convenience and its 
Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier and Certificate 
of Convenience in the South Englewood, 
Oklahoma, Exchange, Application for 
Allocation of KUSF Support and 
Application for Tariff Revision. 

) 
)  
) 
) Docket No. 22-UTAT-_____-_____ 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)

 
APPLICATION OF UNITED TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION, INC., TO RELINQUISH 
ITS CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND ITS DESIGNATION AS AN ELGIBLE 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER IN THE SOUTH ENGLEWOOD, OKLAHOMA, 
EXCHANGE, APPLICATION FOR ALLOCATION OF KUSF SUPPORT, AND 

APPLICATION FOR TARIFF REVISION 
 

 COMES NOW United Telephone Association, Inc. (“United”), and requests the 

Commission grant this application to relinquish its certificate of public convenience and 

necessity and its designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier in the South Englewood, 

Oklahoma, exchange, and its application to allocate its KUSF support and application for tariff 

revision.  In support, United states as follows: 

1. United is a Kansas corporation holding one or more Certificates of Convenience 

and Authority to engage in the business of providing local exchange and exchange access 

telecommunications in designated geographic areas within the state of Kansas.  It is a rural 

telephone company as defined in K.S.A. 66-1,187(l).  United has elected to operate under 

traditional rate of return regulation pursuant to K.S.A. 66-2005(b and was designated by this 

Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC”) for state and federal purposes in 

Docket No. 98-GIMT-241-GIT. 

2. On or around March 31, 2022, Panhandle Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

(“Panhandle”) and United executed an asset purchase agreement.  Under the terms of the 



 2 

agreement, in exchange for consideration, Panhandle will acquire from United all customers 

being served within United’s South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange, facilities currently serving 

these customers, and customer records needed to support the provision of these services. A map 

and metes and bounds description of the South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange is attached to 

this application as Exhibit A.   United will continue to provide telecommunications services to all 

customers affected by this transaction pursuant to United’s existing tariff until this agreement has 

received all necessary regulatory approvals.  

3. United acquired the South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange from the now-defunct 

Ditch Valley Telephone Company, in Oklahoma in 1993, and the South Englewood, Oklahoma 

exchange has, since that time, been operated under a certificate of convenience pursuant to 

Kansas law. Additionally, the exchange has been governed by United’s Kansas tariff, including 

United’s Kansas rates and has been listed by United as a served exchange in United’s tariff. 

4. Panhandle has filed with the Oklahoma Corporation Commission an application 

to be granted a certificate of convenience in the South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange pursuant 

to the terms of the asset purchase agreement between United and Panhandle (see Exhibit B, 

attached).   

5. 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(4) governs relinquishment of an ETC designation and states: 

A State commission (or the Commission in the case of a common carrier 
designated under paragraph (6)) shall permit an eligible telecommunications 
carrier to relinquish its designation as such a carrier in any area served by 
more than one eligible telecommunications carrier. An eligible 
telecommunications carrier that seeks to relinquish its eligible 
telecommunications carrier designation for an area served by more than one 
eligible telecommunications carrier shall give advance notice to the State 
commission (or the Commission in the case of a common carrier designated 
under paragraph (6)) of such relinquishment. Prior to permitting a 
telecommunications carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications 
carrier to cease providing universal service in an area served by more than one 
eligible telecommunications carrier, the State commission (or the Commission 
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in the case of a common carrier designated under paragraph (6)) shall require 
the remaining eligible telecommunications carrier or carriers to ensure that all 
customers served by the relinquishing carrier will continue to be served, and 
shall require sufficient notice to permit the purchase or construction of 
adequate facilities by any remaining eligible telecommunications carrier. The 
State commission (or the Commission in the case of a common carrier 
designated under paragraph (6)) shall establish a time, not to exceed one year 
after the State commission (or the Commission in the case of a common 
carrier designated under paragraph (6)) approves such relinquishment under 
this paragraph, within which such purchase or construction shall be 
completed. 
 

6. Additionally, 47 C.F.R. 54.205, which also governs relinquishment of ETC 

designation states: 

(a) A state commission shall permit an eligible telecommunications carrier to 
relinquish its designation as such a carrier in any area served by more than one 
eligible telecommunications carrier. An eligible telecommunications carrier 
that seeks to relinquish its eligible telecommunications carrier designation for 
an area served by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier shall give 
advance notice to the state commission of such relinquishment.  
 
(b) Prior to permitting a telecommunications carrier designated as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier to cease providing universal service in an area 
served by more than one eligible telecommunications carrier, the state 
commission shall require the remaining eligible telecommunications carrier or 
carriers to ensure that all customers served by the relinquishing carrier will 
continue to be served, and shall require sufficient notice to permit the 
purchase or construction of adequate facilities by any remaining eligible 
telecommunications carrier. The state commission shall establish a time, not 
to exceed one year after the state commission approves such relinquishment 
under this section, within which such purchase or construction shall be 
completed. 
 

7. By this application to relinquish its designation as an ETC in the South 

Englewood, Oklahoma, exchange, and by Panhandle’s application to the Oklahoma Corporation 

Commission (“OCC”) to be designated as an ETC in the South Englewood, Oklahoma, exchange 

(see Exhibit C, attached), United is providing the Commission with the advance notice required 

by 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(4) and 47 C.F.R. 54.405. United’s application to relinquish its designation 

as an ETC in the South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange and Panhandle’s application to the 
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OCC to be designated as an ETC in this exchange also ensures that all customers served by 

United as the relinquishing carrier shall continue to be served by Panhandle as the acquiring 

carrier. 

8. United currently receives Kansas Universal Service Fund (“KUSF”) support as a 

rate of return regulated rural local exchange carrier. United’s level of receipt of KUSF support 

was most recently determined in Docket No. 20-UTAT-032-KSF and includes support for the 

South Englewood, Oklahoma, exchange. At Commission Staff’s request, United proposes an 

appropriate annual reduction of KUSF support paid to United allocated to the South Englewood, 

Oklahoma exchange once the exchange has been transferred to Panhandle. See Exhibit D, 

attached. 

9. The South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange is listed in United’s local exchange 

tariff as an exchange to which United provides service. Attached as Exhibit E is United’s 

proposed tariff modification removing the South Englewood, Oklahoma, exchange as an 

exchange served by United. 

 WHEREFORE United Telephone Association, Inc. requests the Commission grant this 

application allowing United to relinquish its certificate of convenience in the South Englewood, 

Oklahoma, exchange, and to relinquish its designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier 

in the South Englewood, Oklahoma exchange, both applications and approval contingent upon 

the Oklahoma Corporation Commission granting Panhandle Telephone Cooperative, Inc.’s 

applications to the OCC to be granted a certificate of convenience and be designated as an 

eligible telecommunications carrier in the same exchange. United further requests the 

Commission reduce its annual KUSF support as allocated and reflected in Exhibit D, and United 

requests the Commission modify its tariff to reflect the transfer of the South Englewood, 
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Oklahoma, exchange, and for such other and further relief as the Commission deems just and 

equitable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

       JAMISON LAW, LLC 
 
 
       Colleen R. Jamison 
              
       Colleen R. Jamison, KS Bar #16121 
       PO Box 128 
       Tecumseh, KS 66542 
       Ph: 785-226-3732 
       Ph: 785-331-8214 
       colleen.jamison@jamisonlaw.legal 

Attorney for United Telephone Association, 
Inc. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VERIFICATION 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby certify under penalty of perjury pursuant to K.S.A. 53-601 that 

I am an attorney for United Telephone Association, Inc., and that the foregoing is true and 
correct.  Executed on May 16, 2022. 

 

      Colleen R. Jamison 

              
       Colleen R. Jamison 
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