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BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

 
 

In the Matter of the Investigation into the 
Principles and Priorities to be Established for 
Evaluating the Reasonableness of the Location 
of a Proposed Transmission Line in Future 
Line Siting Proceedings 

)
)
)
)
) 

 
 

Docket No. 24-GIME-102-GIE 

 
EVERGY COMMENTS IN RESPONSE TO STAFF’S  

SECOND REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 
 

COMES NOW, Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. and Evergy Kansas South (together as 

“Evergy Kansas Central”) and Evergy Metro, Inc. (“Evergy Kansas Metro”) (collectively, 

“Evergy”), and for its comments in response to the Staff of the State Corporation Commission of 

the State of Kansas’ (“Staff” and “Commission,” respectively) Second Report and 

Recommendation (“R&R”) regarding Staff’s suggested scope of the instant general investigation, 

states as follows: 

I. COMMENTS 

Evergy supports Staff’s adjusted scope for this general investigation to focus on 

establishing guidelines of land use parameters and construction practices that should be considered 

in determining the reasonableness of the route in rural areas of an electric transmission line in order 

to complete the docket in a timely manner. Evergy encourages the Commission to set a timeline 

and schedule for this docket in order to complete it so that the outcome can be incorporated into 

any request for proposals that might come out of the Southwest Power Pool’s (“SPP”) approval of 

the next Integrated Transmission Plan (“ITP”) in November of this year. 

Evergy agrees with Staff that the establishment of guidelines of land use parameters and 

construction practices will send a clear signal to the SPP regarding what would be expected for 

competitive projects approved in the annual ITP process.  The standards for any such projects in 
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Kansas should influence the assumptions and directives in the Request for Proposals (“RFPs”) 

SPP issues for competitive bids and the standards by which the Independent Review Panel (“IRP”) 

would review and score such bid packages submitted by entities wishing to construct and operate 

transmission lines in Kansas. 

As such, Evergy encourages the Commission to issue a schedule for this docket that would 

culminate in a Commission Order establishing guidelines for land use parameters and construction 

practices in the September to mid-October timeframe which would be prior to SPP Board of 

Directors annual ITP approval in early November.  This timing is important because the RFPs for 

new competitive projects would issued shortly thereafter and could take into consideration 

standards enacted by the Commission. 

Evergy proposes the schedule could be formulated as follows: 

DATE TIME ACTION 
 

April 12, 2024 5:00 pm Commission issues Order establishing issues and questions to b   
addressed. 
 

May 24, 2024 5:00 pm Initial Comments by Parties with supporting affidavits. 
 

June XX 
 

9:00 am Technical Session with Commissioners – At KCC 

July 26, 2024 5:00 pm Reply Comments with supporting affidavits. 
 

September 6, 2024 5:00 pm Commission Order 
 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

The issues presented in this docket have great importance to a process that occurs every 

year in the SPP.  The next ITP and resulting competitive projects will be announced in early 

November.  The establishment of standards that support reliable, sufficient, and efficient 

transmission development in Kansas prior to the next ITP approval would benefit Kansas 
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landowners, utilities, customers, and potential future transmission owners. 

WHEREFORE, Evergy submits these comments in response to Staff’s Second Report and 

Recommendation for Commission review and consideration and or such other relief as the 

Commission deems just and reasonable. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
/s/ Patrick T. Smith                                                   
Patrick Smith, #18275  
Corporate Counsel Director  
818 S. Kansas Avenue  
Topeka, Kansas  66612  
(785) 508-2574  
Patrick.smith@evergy.com 
 
Cathryn J. Dinges, #20848  
Sr. Director & Regulatory Affairs Counsel  
818 S. Kansas Avenue  
Topeka, Kansas  66612  
(785) 575-8344  
Cathy.Dinges@evergy.com  
 
 ATTORNEYS FOR EVERGY  
  

mailto:Patrick.smith@evergy.com
mailto:Cathy.Dinges@evergy.com


VERIFICATION 

ST A TE OF KANSAS ) 
) ss: 

COUNTY OF SHAWNEE ) 

Patrick T. Smith, upon oath first duly sworn, states that he is Corporate Counsel 

Director for Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. and Evergy Kansas South, Inc., and Evergy 

Kansas Metro, Inc. that he has reviewed the foregoing pleading, that he is familiar with the 

contents thereof, and that the statements contained therein are true and correct to the best 

of his knowledge and belief. 

Patrick T. Smith 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of March, 2024. 

My Appointment Expires~-2' 3?1 J..O:J..l NOTARY PUBLIC - State of Kansas 

LESLIE R. WINES 
MY APPT. EXPIRES &) 2{;J2 

Public 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned, certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing 
Evergy Comments to the Staff’s Report and Recommendation was served via 
electronic service this 26th day of March, 2024, to the following: 

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTOR
NEY 
ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P. 
216 S HICKORY 
PO BOX 17 
OTTAWA, KS  66067 
 jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com 

JOSEPH R. ASTRAB, ATTORN
EY 
CITIZENS' UTILITY 
RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
j.astrab@curb.kansas.gov

TODD E. LOVE, ATTORNEY 
CITIZENS' UTILITY 
RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
t.love@curb.kansas.gov

DAVID W. NICKEL, CONSUME
R COUNSEL 
CITIZENS' UTILITY 
RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
D.NICKEL@CURB.KANSAS.G

OV 

SHONDA  RABB 
CITIZENS' UTILITY 
RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
s.rabb@curb.kansas.gov

DELLA  SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY 
RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
d.smith@curb.kansas.gov

DIANA  CARTER, DIRECTOR 
OF LEGAL SERVICES 
EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC 

COMPANY 
602 S JOPLIN AVE 
JOPLIN, MO  64801 
 Diana.Carter@libertyutil ities.com 

CATHRYN J.  DINGES, SR DIRECTOR 
& REGULATORY AFFAIRS COUNSEL 
EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS  66601-0889 
 Cathy.Dinges@evergy.com 

PATRICK T. SMITH, CORPORATE 
COUNSEL 
EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS  66601-0889 
 PATRICK.SMITH@EVERGY.COM 

LESLIE  WINES, Sr. Exec. Admin. Asst. 
EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS  66601-0889 
 leslie.wines@evergy.com 

JACOB G HOLLY, ATTORNEY 
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP 
822 S Kansas Avenue 
Suite 200 
Topeka, KS  66612-1203 
 jholly@foulston.com 

LINDA  SIDERS, PARALEGAL 
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP 
1551 N. Waterfront Parkway 
Suite 100 
Wichita, KS  67206 
 lsiders@foulston.com 

C. EDWARD WATSON, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP
1551 N WATERFRONT PKWY STE 100
WICHITA, KS  67206-4466
cewatson@foulston.com
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TERRY M.  JARRETT, Attorney 
at Law 
HEALY LAW OFFICES, LLC 
306 MONROE STREET 
JEFFERSON CITY, MO  65101 
 terry@healylawoffices.com 

HEATHER 
H  STARNES, ATTORNEY 
HEALY LAW OFFICES, LLC 
12 Perdido Circle 
Little Rock, AR  72211 
 heather@healylawoffices.com 

KEVIN  CHANDLER 
INVENERGY LLC 
ONE SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 
SUITE 1800 
CHICAGO, IL  60606 
 kchandler@invenergy.com 

NICOLE  LUCKEY 
INVENERGY LLC 
ONE SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 
SUITE 1800 
CHICAGO, IL  60606 
 nluckey@invenergy.com 

BRAD   PNAZEK 
INVENERGY LLC 
ONE SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 
SUITE 1800 
CHICAGO, IL  60606 
 bpnazek@invenergy.com 

HOLLY  FISHER, COUNSEL 
ITC GREAT PLAINS, LLC 
3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 
101 
TOPEKA, KS  66614-3979 
 hfisher@itctransco.com 

PATRICK  WOODS, DIRECTOR
, BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
ITC GREAT PLAINS, LLC 
3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 
101 

TOPEKA, KS  66614-3979 
 cwoods@itctransco.com 

JAMES W. BIXBY, COUNSEL-
REGULATORY & LEGISLATIVE 
ITC HOLDINGS CORP 
601 13TH STREET 
SUITE 701S 
WASHINGTON, DC  20005 
 jbixby@itctransco.com 

THEODORE J. HILMES, EXECUTIVE 
VICE PRESIDENT & CEO 
KAMO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 
500 S KAMO DR 
PO BOX 577 
VINITA, OK  74301-0577 
 thilmes@kamopower.com 

BRIAN G. FEDOTIN, GENERAL 
COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION 
COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
b.fedotin@kcc.ks.gov

AHSAN  LATIF, LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION 
COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
a.latif@kcc.ks.gov

CARLY  MASENTHIN, LITIGATION 
COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION 
COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
c.masenthin@kcc.ks.gov

KYLER C. WINEINGER, LITIGATION 
COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION 
COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS  66604 
k.wineinger@kcc.ks.gov

LESLIE  KAUFMAN 
KANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 
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Kansas Electric Cooperatives, 
Inc. 
7332 SW 21st St, PO Box 4267 
Topeka, KS  66604 
 lkaufman@kec.org 
 
REAGAN F MCCLOUD, Mgr. of 
Govt. Relations 
KANSAS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC.  
7332 SW 21ST STREET 
PO BOX 4267 
TOPEKA, KS  66604-0267 
 rmccloud@kec.org 
 
LEE  TAFANELLI, CEO 
KANSAS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC.  
7332 SW 21ST STREET 
PO BOX 4267 
TOPEKA, KS  66604-0267 
 ltafanelli@kec.org 
 
SUSAN B. CUNNINGHAM, SVP
, Regulatory and Government 
Affairs, General Counsel 
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER 
CO-OP, INC.  
600 SW CORPORATE VIEW 
PO BOX 4877 
TOPEKA, KS  66604-0877 
 scunningham@kepco.org 
 
REBECCA  FOWLER, MANAGE
R, REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER 
CO-OP, INC.  
600 SW CORPORATE VIEW 
PO BOX 4877 
TOPEKA, KS  66604-0877 
 rfowler@kepco.org 
 
WENDEE D. GRADY 
KANSAS FARM BUREAU  
2627 KFB Plaza 
Manhattan, KS  66503-8116 
 gradyw@kfb.org 
 
JACQUELINE  GARAGIOLA, As
sociate Counsel 
KANSAS LIVESTOCK 
ASSOCIATION  
6031 SW 37TH 
TOPEKA, KS  66610 

 jackie@kla.org 
 
PAUL  MAHLBERG, GENERAL 
MANAGER 
KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY 
AGENCY  
6300 W 95TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS  66212-1431 
 MAHLBERG@KMEA.COM 
 
TERRI J PEMBERTON, GENERAL 
COUNSEL 
KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY 
AGENCY  
6300 W 95TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS  66212-1431 
 pemberton@kmea.com 
 
DARREN  PRINCE, MANAGER, 
REGULATORY & RATES 
KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY 
AGENCY  
6300 W 95TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS  66212-1431 
 prince@kmea.com 
 
JAMES  GING, DIRECTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
KANSAS POWER POOL  
100 N BROADWAY STE L110 
WICHITA, KS  67202 
 jging@kpp.agency 
 
COLIN  HANSEN, CEO/GENERAL 
MANAGER 
KANSAS POWER POOL  
100 N BROADWAY STE L110 
WICHITA, KS  67202 
 chansen@kpp.agency 
 
LARRY   HOLLOWAY, ASST GEN MGR 
OPERATIONS 
KANSAS POWER POOL  
100 N BROADWAY STE L110 
WICHITA, KS  67202 
 lholloway@kpp.agency 
 
CINDY  WILSON, DIRECTOR, RATES 
& REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LIBERTY UTILITIES - EMPIRE 
DISTRICT  
602 South Joplin Avenue 
Joplin, MO   64801 
 cindy.wilson@libertyutil ities.com 
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 BDOWLING@MWENERGY.CO
M 
 
PATRICK  PARKE, CEO 
MIDWEST ENERGY, INC.  
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PO Box 898 
Hays, KS  67601-0898 
 patparke@mwenergy.com 
 
WILLIAM P. COX, Senior 
Attorney 
NEXTERA ENERGY 
TRANSMISSION, LLC  
700 Universe Blvd 
Juno Beach , FL  33408 
 will.p.cox@nexteraenergy.com 
 
TRACY C DAVIS, SENIOR 
ATTORNEY 
NEXTERA ENERGY 
TRANSMISSION, LLC  
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AUSTIN, TX  78749 
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POLSINELLI PC  
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POLSINELLI PC  
900 W 48TH PLACE STE 900 
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POLSINELLI PC  
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