
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

Before Commissioners: Mark Sievers, Chairman 
Thomas E. Wright 
Shari Feist Albrecht 

In the Matter of the Application of Westar 
Energy, Inc. for a Siting Permit for the 
Construction of a 345 kV Transmission Line 
in Saline and Ottawa Counties, Kansas. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 13-WSEE-676-MIS 

ORDER GRANTING SPP'S PETITION TO INTERVENE 

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas 

(Commission) for consideration. Having examined the files, the Commission concludes as 

follows: 

1. On May 3, 2013, Westar Energy, Inc., (Westar) filed an Application for a siting 

permit granting them the right to construct a 345 kV transmission line from Westar's Summit 

Substation to an interconnection point near Justice Road in Ottawa County, Kansas.' 

2. On May 15, 2013, the Southwest Power Pool, Inc., (SPP) filed a Petition to 

Intervene m this proceeding. SPP notes, "as a PERC-approved Regional Transmission 

Organization ("RTO"), [SPP] is responsible for taking all reasonable steps, including planning 

and general oversight duties, necessary to maintain and enhance the reliability of the electric 

transmission network operated by its member companies in Kansas and in other states in the SPP 

RTO Region."2 

3. SPP further states that the subject project in this docket was approved as part of a 

larger group of transmission upgrade projects in the SPP footprint as part of the 2012 Integrated 

1 Application, May 3, 2013, paragraph I. 
2 Petition to Intervene, May 15,2013, paragraph 2. (Petition,~ 2.) 



Transmission Planning 10-Year (ITP 1 0) Assessment. This project, specifically, was authorized 

"to address voltage collapse at Elm Creek related to the loss of the Elm Creek - Northwest 

Manhattan 230 kV Line."3 

4. SPP adds that it "was responsible for conducting the ITP 10 Assessment related to 

this project and, as the RTO, is responsible for regional planning and reliability of the electric 

transmission network." As a consequence of these responsibilities, SPP intends to file testimony 

in this docket that will demonstrate the need for and benefit of this project.4 

5. Therefore, SPP claims its interests will be "substantially affected by the outcome 

of this proceeding, and the interests of justice and the orderly and prompt conduct of the 

proceedings will not be impaired by allowing intervention."5 SPP also contends it has an 

"essential interest in the outcome of this proceeding which cannot be adequately represented by 

any other party."6 

6. The Commission has broad discretion to grant a petition for intervention if it is in 

the interests of justice, if the intervention will not impair the orderly and prompt conduct of the 

proceeding, and if the party has stated facts demonstrating its legal rights, duties, privileges, 

immunities, or other legal interests may be substantially affected by the proceeding.7 At any 

time during a proceeding, the Commission may impose limitations on an intervener's 

. . . 8 
participatiOn. 

7. The Commission finds and concludes that SPP has met the requirements of 

K.A.R. 82-1-225 and should be granted intervention. SPP will be added to the official service 

3 Petition, ~ 3. 
4 Petition, ~ 4. 
5 Petition, ~ 5. 
6 Petition, ~ 6. 
7 K.S.A. 77-521 (b); K.A.R. 82-1-225(b ). 
3 K.S.A. 77-521 (c). 
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list. Service of pleadings, communications, and correspondence should be delivered to counsel of 

record, as follows: 

John R. Wine, Jr. KS #10016 
410 NE 43rd Street 
Topeka, KS 6661 7 
Telephone: (785) 220-7676 
Facsimile: (785) 246-0339 
Email: jwine2@cox.net 

and 

Erin E. Cullum AR #2004070 
Tessie Kentner AR #2007240 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 688-2503 
Facsimile: (501) 482-2022 
Email: ecullum(a{spp.org 

tkentner@spp.org 

IT IS, THEREFORE, BY THE COMMISSION ORDERED THAT: 

A. SPP is granted intervention in the above captioned proceeding. Counsel of record 

for the petitioner shall receive service of all pleadings in this matter, as set forth above. 

B. Parties have 15 days from the date of electronic service of this Order to petition 

the Commission for reconsideration.9 

C. The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and parties for the 

purpose of entering such further orders as it may deem necessary. 

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Sievers, Chairman; Wright, Commissioner; Albrecht, Commissioner 

9 K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 77-529(a)(l). 
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Dated: MAY 2 2 Z013 
----------~~~--------

AF 

4 

///,/tf_ 
ORD~Y 2 2 2Q13 
Patrice Petersen-Klein 
Executive Director 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

MAY 2 2 2013 
13-WSEE-676-MIS 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Order Granting 
SPP's Petition to Intervene was served by electronic mail this 22nd day of May, 2013, to the following 
parties who have waived receipt of follow-up hard copies: 

NIKI CHRISTOPHER, ATTORNEY 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SWARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3116 
n.christopher@curb.kansas.gov 

DELLA SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3116 
d.smith@curb.kansas.gov 

DAVID SPRINGE, CONSUMER COUNSEL 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3116 
d.springe@curb.kansas.gov 

SAMUEL FEATHER, LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
Fax: 785-271-3167 
s. feather@kcc. ks. gov 

JUDY JENKINS, LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SWARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
Fax: 785-271-3167 
j.jenkins@kcc.ks.gov 

C. STEVEN RARRICK, ATTORNEY 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SWARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3116 
s.rarrick@curb.kansas.gov 

SHONDA SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3116 

sd.smith@curb.kansas.gov 

JOHN R. WINE, JR. 
410 NE 43RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66617 
Fax: 785-246-0339 
jwine2@cox.net 

ANDREW FRENCH, ADVISORY COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
Fax: 785-271-3314 
a. french@kcc. ks.gov 

ERIN E. CULLUM, ATTORNEY 
SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC. 
201 WORTHEN DR 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72223 
Fax: 501-664-9553 

ecullum@spp.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

TESSIE KENTNER, ATIORNEY 
SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC. 
201 WORTHEN DR 
UTILE ROCK, AR 72223 
Fax: 50M82-2022 
tkentner@spp.org 

13-WSEE-676-MIS 

KELLY B. HARRISON, VP- TRANSMISSION 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
kelly. harrison@westarenergy. com 

MAY 2 2 2013 

CATHRYN J. DINGES, CORPORATE COUNSEL 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
Fax: 785-575-8136 
cathy.dinges@westarenergy.com 

JEFFREY L. MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY 
AFFAIRS 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
jeff.martin@westarenergy.com 

Administrative Specialist 
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