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In the Matter of the Applications of
Westar Energy, Inc. and Kansas Gas and
Electric Company for Approval to
Make Certain Changes in their Charges
for Electric Service.

JOINT MOTION TO DEFER THE ISSUE OF RATE CONSOLIDATION

COME NOW, the Staff of the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas

("Staff' and "Commission," respectively), along with Westar Energy, Inc. and Kansas Gas

and Electric Company (referred to as "Westar North" and "Westar South," respectively and

"Westar" collectively), the Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board (CURB), Kansas Industrial

Consumers Group, Inc., on its own behalf and on behalf of its members (KIC), Unified

School District No. 259 (USD 259) (collectively, "Joint Movants") and respectfully move the

Commission for an Order deferring the issue of rate consolidation between Westar North and

Westar South to a separate proceeding. In support thereof, the Joint Movants state as

follows:

1. On October 27, 2008, the Joint Movants filed a Stipulation and Agreement

(Stipulation), and a Joint Motion to Approve the Stipulation and Agreement in the above

captioned docket. The Stipulation sets forth a rate base revenue increase of $130 million for

Westar, and a rate design based upon agreed upon cost allocations for both Westar North and

Westar South. The Stipulation did not address the issue of the consolidation of the rates of

Westar North and Westar South, as that policy decision was left to the Commission. The



parties have agreed to submit testimony in support of the Stipulation and testimony

concerning Staffs illustrative consolidated rate design by 4:00 pm on October 31, 2008.

2. On October 29, 2008, the Commission convened the evidentiary hearing in

the above captioned docket. The Commission recessed the hearing until November 5, 2008.

3. Joint Movants have continued to discuss how to proceed in the above-

captioned docket. Staff Witness Dorothy Myrick filed an illustrative consolidated rate

design, which is intended to illustrate one possible way by which rates could be affected if

the Commission makes the policy decision to consolidate the rates for Westar North and

Westar South. Joint Movants have noted that if the Commission decides to consolidate rates,

a final rate design schedule may not be completed in time to implement such rates in

connection with a Commission order in the docket establishing Westar's revenue

requirement.

4. Joint Movants are currently preparing testimony to file with the Commission

on October 31, 2008. Joint Movants believe direction from the Commission will assist in the

preparation of useful information for the Commission or could eliminate the need for such

testimony at this time.

5. Staff believes sufficient information is already available on the record in this

docket to allow the Commission to make the policy decision regarding consolidation.

However, Staff notes that if the Commission adopts a policy to consolidate rates, additional

time will be required to finalize a consolidated rate design and that final consolidated rates

might not be completed in time to implement after issuance of an order in this proceeding.

Joint Movants are concerned that due to the press of time in responding to the testimony of
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Staff Witness Myrick, testimony to be filed on this important matter may not be as well-

prepared and complete as would be the case with more time and with discovery regarding

such filings.

6. Joint Movants request that the Commission issue an order deferring the issue

of rate consolidation to a separate docket to be addressed by the Commission within six

months. Joint Movants believe that this would allow the Commission to examine further

evidence and testimony regarding if and how to consolidate rates of Westar North and

Westar South. Joint Movants also note that a separate proceeding to address only rate

consolidation would allow the Commission to receive public comment and hold public

hearings focused soley on the issue of rate consolidation and the resulting rate designs. Joint

Movants believe that deferring the issue of whether rates should be consolidated and, if so,

the rate design to be used to implement consolidated rates will allow the development of a

better and more complete record than if the issue of consolidation is heard at this time. Rate

design resulting from such proceedings would be the basis for preparing a set of rates to

implement following Westar's next rate proceeding. It is currently anticipated that Westar

will file an abbreviated rate case, as provided in the Stipulation, in after May 2009.

7. All Joint Movants believe that deferral of rate consolidation issues to a

separate proceeding is the best way to address the issue of consolidation in order to develop

the best record for Commission consideration and to avoid the occurrence of unintended

consequences. Consequently, Joint Movants recommend deferral of such issues as proposed

herein. Staff notes that the Commission has the option of deciding the policy issue of

consolidation in this docket with consolidated rate design alone deferred to a later docket.
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KIC and USD No. 259 do not believe that the record contains sufficient

evidence to allow the Commission to enter a lawful order on the

consolidation issue. Again, all parties agree the record could be further

developed.

8.	 All of the parties interested in the issue of rate consolidation have joined in

this Motion and waive their right to reply so that the Commission may issue a ruling on this

matter expeditiously.

WHEREFORE, Joint Movants respectfully request that the Commission defer all

issues concerning consolidation of rates to a later docket to be decided within six months

after implementation of rates set in this proceeding or in the alternative, clarify to the parties

that the policy of rate consolidation should be addressed in this docket.

Respectfully submitted,

BY:
W. Thomas Stratton, Jr. #1
Chief Litigation Counsel
Dana A. Bradbury, #11939
Litigation Counsel
Matthew A. Spurgin, # 20470
Litigation Counsel
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd.
Topeka, Kansas 66604-4027
Phone: (785) 271-3196
Fax: (785) 271-3167

ATTORNEYS FOR STAFF

BY: ,:3?

artin J. Bregman, #12
Executive Director, Law
Cathryn J. Dinges, #20848
Corporate Counsel
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BY:
David Springe 5619
Niki Christopher #19311
C. Steven Rarrick #13127
Citizens Utility Ratepayer Board
1500 SW Arrowhead Road
Topeka, KS 66604
(785) 271-3200
(785) 271-3116 Fax

BY:
Sarah J. Loquist,

818 South Kansas Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66612
Telephone: (785) 575-1986
Fax: (785) 575-8136

ATTORNEYS FOR
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. AND
KANSAS GAS AND ELECTRIC
COMPANY

ATTORNEYS FOR CURB

BY:
"ames P. / oura. #7644

Constance L. Shidler, #38402
750 Commerce Plaza II
7400 West 110th Street
Overland Park, Kansas 6621 0-2362
Phone: (913) 661-9800
Fax: (913) 661-9863

ATTORNEYS FOR KANSAS
INDUSTRIAL CONSUMERS GROUP,
INC.

Assistant General Counsel
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Unified School District No. 259
201 N. Water
Wichita, Kansas 67202-1292
Telephone: (316) 973-4700
Facsimile: (316) 973-4497

COUNSEL FOR UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 259
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STATE OF KANSAS	 )
) ss.

COUNTY OF SHAWNEE	 )

VERIFICATION

Dana A. Bradbury, being duly sworn upon her oath deposes and states that she is Litigation

Counsel for the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas, that she has read and is

familiar with the foregoing Joint Motion to Defer the Issue of Consolidation and that the statements

contained therein are true and correct to the best of her knowledge, information and belief.

ana A. Bradbury # 1193
Litigation Counsel
The State Corporation Commission
of the State of Kansas

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30 th day of October, 2008.

Notary Public- State of Kansas
Kimberly K. Davis

A t. exp 7-2 44/0

My Appointment Expires: July 24, 2010
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