BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

In the Matter of a General Investigation
Regarding the Possible Implementation of a
separate Schools-only Tariff in Kansas City
Power & Light's service territory.

)
) Docket No. 19-GIME-504-GIE
)
)

RESPONSE OF THE SCHOOLS TO THE OBJECTION OF KCP&L
TOPETITION TO INTERVENE OF USD 259

Olathe Public Schools — Unified School District No. 233 ("Olathe USD 233"), Johnson
County Community College ("JCCC"), Spring Hill School District — Unified School District No.
230 ("Spring Hill USD 230"), Blue Valley Schools — Unified School District No. 229 ("Blue
Valley USD 229"), and Shawnee Mission School District — Unified School District No. 512
("Shawnee Mission USD 512") (collectively referred to herein as "the Schools™) respectfully file
this Response to the Objection to the Petition to Intervene of Unified School District 259 of Kansas
City Power & Light Company ("KCP&L") dated August 6, 2019. In support of this Response, the
Schools submit the following to the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas ("KCC"
or "Commission™):

I. Background

1. On July 31, 2019, Unified School District #259 Sedgwick County, Kansas ("USD
259") filed a Petition to Intervene in this matter. In its Petition, USD 259 explained it takes service
for most of its facilities through Westar Energy, Inc ("Westar"), and utilizes separate school rates
offered by Westar.! However, because of a recent merger, KCP&L and Westar are now both

subsidiaries of a single parent company. Therefore, USD 259 is seeking to participate in this

1 UsD 259 Petition to Intervene, July 31, 2019, 1 3.



proceeding to ensure it has an opportunity to comment on any potential changes in policy or other
related issues regarding school tariffs.?

2. On August 6, 2019, KCP&L filed an Objection to USD 259's Petition to Intervene
in this proceeding. In its Objection, KCP&L contends USD 259 does not meet the standards
requiring the Commission to grant intervention pursuant to K.A.R. 82-1-225(a) (mandatory
intervention standards).® KCP&L further speculates allowing USD 259 to participate in this
docket "would unavoidably result in the docket becoming unwieldy and much more expansive and
costly.” KCP&L further argues USD 259's participation would change the focus of this docket "to
the detriment of existing parties."*

3. On August 12, 2019, USD 259 filed a Response to KCP&L's Objection. In its
Response, USD 259 explained it is seeking "discretionary intervention™ pursuant to K.A.R. 82-1-
225(b), whereby "The presiding officer may grant a petition for intervention at any time upon
determining that the intervention sought is in the interests of justice and will not impair the orderly
and prompt conduct of the proceedings."® USD 259 further noted it is only requesting to intervene
on a limited basis to file comments. USD 259 states that it does not anticipate conducting
discovery or filing written testimony.®
I1. Response to KCP&L's Objection

4. From the Schools' perspective, USD 259's participation in this proceeding should

be welcomed. USD 259 has extensive experience operating under various school tariffs, and such

2 USD 259 Petition to Intervene, 11 4-8.

3 Obijection to the Petition to Intervene of Unified School District 259 of Kansas City Power & Light Company,
August 6, 2019, 11 4-5. (KCP&L Objection, 114-5.) See also, K.A.R. 82-1-225(a).
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experience could inform and assist the present investigation. Furthermore, it appears USD 259 is
seeking permission to participate only on a limited basis to comment on any potential changes in
policy or other related issues regarding school tariffs, to the extent such issues may arise.

5. As explained in its Petition and Response, USD 259 has a strong interest to
advocate for the continuation of separate school tariff rates in Kansas. Further, given the very
limited nature of USD 259's request to participate, it is difficult to see how such participation
"would unavoidably result in the docket becoming unwieldy and much more expansive and
costly,” as KCP&L contends.

6. In consideration of the above facts, the Schools believe granting USD 259's
intervention is in the interests of justice and will not impair the orderly and prompt conduct of the
proceedings. Therefore, the Schools support USD 259's request to intervene.

WHEREFORE, the Schools respectfully request the Commission grant the Petition to
Intervene of USD 259.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Andrew J. French
James P. Zakoura, KS Bar #07644
Andrew J. French, KS Bar # 24680
Smithyman & Zakoura, Chartered
7400 West 110th Street, Suite 750
Overland Park, KS 66210
Phone: (913) 661-9800
Fax: (913) 661-9863
Email: jim@smizak-law.com

andrew@smizak-law.com

Attorneys for:

Blue Valley Schools

Johnson County Community College
Olathe Public Schools

Shawnee Mission School District
Spring Hill School District



VERIFICATION
K.S.A. 53-601

| verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

/s/ Andrew J. French

Andrew J. French

Executed on August 14, 2019.
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