BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

In the Matter of the Application of Great Plains )
Energy Incorporated, Kansas City Power & )
Light Company and Westar Energy, Inc. for ) Docket No. 18-KCPE-095-MER
Approval of the Merger of Westar Energy, Inc. )
and Great Plains Energy Incorporated. )

STAFF’S RESPONSE TO APPLICANTS” MOTION
FOR APPROVAL TO PRESENT CERTAIN WITNESSES AS A PANEL

The Staff of the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas (“Staff” and
“Commission,” respectively) files its Response to Applicants’ Motion for Approval to Present
Certain Witnesses as a Panel (Response). In support of its Response, Staff states as follows:

l. BACKGROUND

1. On August 25, 2017, Great Plains Energy Incorporated (GPE), Kansas City Power
& Light Company (KCP&L), and Westar Energy, Inc. and Kansas Gas and Electric Company
(together, “Westar) (all parties collectively referred to herein as “Applicants”) filed an
Application seeking Commission approval of the merger of GPE and Westar. The Application
filing included the separate direct testimonies of GPE CEO Terry Bassham and Westar CEO
Mark Ruelle.

2. Also on August 25, 2017, Applicants filed a Motion for Approval to Present
Certain Witnesses as a Panel (Motion), seeking approval from the Commission to present Mr.

Bassham and Mr. Ruelle together at hearing for cross-examination as a panel.



1. STAFF’S RESPONSE

3. K.A.R. 82-1-218(d) requires responsive pleadings to be served within 10 days.
However, K.A.R. 82-1-202(a) allows the Commission to waive its regulations upon good cause
shown and if it is in the public interest to do so.

4, Staff notes that at this stage of the proceeding, it has not thoroughly reviewed the
Application such that it has not developed a position on the Application. Furthermore, parties
seeking intervention in this proceeding are likely similarly situated. Without having begun the
process of discovery and identifying issues that could potentially be litigated, Staff believes it is
premature to determine whether a panel presentation of Mr. Bassham and Mr. Ruelle is
appropriate. Therefore, Staff requests the Commission hold Applicants’ request in abeyance,
and permit parties to respond to Applicants’ Motion later in the proceeding, after parties have
had the opportunity to engage in discovery and develop a position on the Application.

5. The Application offers that a joint schedule—if such an agreed schedule can be
developed—would be presented to the Commission no later than October 13, 2017.* Staff
recommends the parties include a deadline for response to Applicants’ Motion be included
within such a schedule, if it can be developed.

I11.  CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, for the reasons more fully set forth above, Staff respectfully requests the
Commission hold Applicants’ Motion for Approval to Present Certain Witnesses as a Panel in
abeyance; waive the 10-day response deadline pursuant to K.A.R. 82-1-218 to permit parties
additional time to respond to Applicants’ Motion for Approval to Present Certain Witnesses as a

Panel; and for any such further relief as the Commission deems just and proper.

! Application, 71 (Aug. 25, 2017).



Respectfully Submitted,

Amber Smith, #23911

Michael Neeley, #25027

Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 S.W. Arrowhead Road
Topeka, Kansas 66604

Phone: 785-271-3110

Fax: 785-271-3167

ATTORNEYS FOR STAFF



VERIFICATION

STATE OF KANSAS )
) ss,
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE )

Amber Smith, of lawful age, being duly sworn upon her oath deposes and states
that she is Chief Litigation Counsel for the State Corporation Commission of the State of
Kansas; that she has read and is familiar with the foregoing Staff’s Response to
Applicanis’ Motion for Approval to Present Certain Witnesses as a Panel, and attests that

the statements therein are true to the best of her knowledge, information and belief.

(Mudern S
Amber Smith, S. Ct. #23911
Chief Litigation Counsel

The State Corporation Commission
of the State of Kansas

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 5" day of September, 2017,

B VICK D. J?CO?EENJ ‘
: Notary Public - State of Kansas \/ - O
My Appt. gxplres (o208 M J[ g B Lo 7 00/&4—

Notary Public

My Appointment Expires: _ (2= 30~/ &




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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I, the undersigned, certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Staff's Response to
Applicants' Motion for Approval to Present Certain Witnesses as a Panel was served via electronic service

this 5th day of September, 2017, to the following:

MARTIN J. BREGMAN
BREGMAN LAW OFFICE, L.L.C.
311 PARKER CIRCLE
LAWRENCE, KS 66049
mjb@mjbregmanlaw.com

TERRI PEMBERTON, ATTORNEY
CAFER PEMBERTON LLC

3321 SW6TH ST

TOPEKA, KS 66606

Fax: 785-233-3040
terri@caferlaw.com

TODD E. LOVE, ATTORNEY

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116
t.love@curb.kansas.gov

DELLA SMITH

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116
d.smith@curb.kansas.gov

ROBERT J. HACK, LEAD REGULATORY COUNSEL

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 31ST FLOOR (64105

PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679
Fax: 816-556-2787
rob.hack@kcpl.com

GLENDA CAFER, ATTORNEY
CAFER PEMBERTON LLC
3321 SW6TH ST

TOPEKA, KS 66606

Fax: 785-233-3040
glenda@caferlaw.com

THOMAS J. CONNORS, ATTORNEY AT LAW
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116
tj.connors@curb.kansas.gov

DAVID W. NICKEL, CONSUMER COUNSEL
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116
d.nickel@curb.kansas.gov

SHONDA SMITH

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116
sd.smith@curb.kansas.gov

DARRIN R. IVES, VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY

AFFAIRS
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 31ST FLOOR (64105

PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679
Fax: 816-556-2110
darrin.ives@kcpl.com
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ROGER W. STEINER, CORPORATE COUNSEL

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 31ST FLOOR (64105
PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679

Fax: 816-556-2787

roger.steiner@kcpl.com

ANTHONY WESTENKIRCHNER, SENIOR PARALEGAL
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 31ST FLOOR (64105
PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679

Fax: 816-556-2787

anthony.westenkirchner@kcpl.com

AMBER SMITH, CHIEF LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027

Fax: 785-271-3167

a.smith@kcc.ks.gov

WILLIAM G. RIGGINS, GENERAL COUNSEL
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC.
600 SW CORPORATE VIEW (66615)

PO BOX 4877

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877

Fax: 785-271-4884

briggins@kepco.org

JEFFREY L. MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY
AFFAIRS

WESTAR ENERGY, INC.

818 S KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889
jeffrey.martin@westarenergy.com

NICOLE A. WEHRY, SENIOR REGULTORY
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 31ST FLOOR (64105
PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679

Fax: 816-556-2787

nicole.wehry@kcpl.com

MICHAEL NEELEY, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027

Fax: 785-271-3167

m.neeley@kcc.ks.gov

MARK DOLJAC, DIR RATES AND REGULATION
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC.

600 SW CORPORATE VIEW (66615)

PO BOX 4877

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877

Fax: 785-271-4888

mdoljac@kepco.org

CATHRYN J. DINGES, SENIOR CORPORATE COUNSEL
WESTAR ENERGY, INC.

818 S KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889

Fax: 785-575-8136

cathy.dinges@westarenergy.com

/s/ Vicki Jacobsen

Vicki Jacobsen



