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STAFF’S RESPONSE TO SOUTHERN PIONEER’S REQUEST  
FOR AN INTERIM ORDER 

 
The Staff of the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas (Staff and 

Commission, respectively) hereby files its Response to Southern Pioneer Electric Company’s 

(Southern Pioneer) Request for the issuance of an Interim Order in the above-captioned docket. 

Staff states the following: 

1. On March 10, 2021, Southern Pioneer filed its Application and Request for an 

Expedited Interim Order in the instant docket. In its Application, Southern Pioneer requests 

approval of its regulatory asset, its plan for recovery of the extraordinary costs incurred as a result 

of extreme weather and market conditions experienced during February 2021, and a waiver of its 

Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA) tariff to the extent necessary to carry out the terms of the plan 

proposed in its Application.1 Further, Southern Pioneer requests the Commission issue an 

Expedited Order within ten (10) days of its Application, specifically, 1) approving special 

provisions for customers disconnecting prior to the Commission’s issuance of a final order in this 

                                                 
1 Application and Request for an Expedited Interim Order, p. 1 (Mar. 10, 2021) (Application).  
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docket and 2) allowing one large industrial customer to pay its share of the extraordinary February 

costs in its April bill instead of through the regulatory asset.  

2.  Staff recognizes the Commission has authority to issue interim orders under K.S.A. 

66-117(a).  

 3. Staff has reviewed Southern Pioneer’s request for an interim order and is supportive 

of the request, as it represents an equitable solution for Southern Pioneer and its customers. Staff 

recommends that, to the extent the Commission approves Southern Pioneer’s request for an interim 

order, the Commission make clear in its order that each customer who disconnects service from 

Southern Pioneer’s system before a final order on the merits of the Application is issued in this 

matter, will only be charged on an interim, subject-to-refund basis. Because the costs included in 

Southern Pioneer’s Application are not final and will subjected to full review and analysis by Staff 

and any intervenors, charging disconnecting customers on a subject-to-refund basis will allow 

those customers to be reimbursed if the Commission later determines a portion of the costs were 

imprudent, the costs should be allocated differently, or if the costs are offset by any emergency 

funding that becomes available.   

WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests the Commission grant Southern Pioneer’s 

request for an interim order, with the caveat recommended by Staff in paragraph 3.  

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       /s/ Carly R. Masenthin   
       Carly R. Masenthin, #27944 
       Staff Attorney 
       1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
       Topeka, KS 66604 
       Phone (785) 271-3361 
       Email: c.masenthin@kcc.ks.gov 
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