
Before Commissioners: 

THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

Susan K. Duffy, Chair 
Shari Feist Albrecht 
Dwight D. Keen 

In the matter of a general investigation into ) Docket No: 20-CONS-3218-CINV 
increased seismic activity in Reno County, ) 
Kansas. ) CONSERVATION DIVISION 

) 
) License No: NIA ---------- --- --- --

ORDER OPENING GENERAL INVESTIGATION 

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas 

(Commission). Having examined its files and records, and being fully advised in the premises, the 

Commission finds the following: 

I. Jurisdiction and Background 

1. The Commission has exclusive jurisdiction and authority to regulate oil and gas 

activities in the state of Kansas. 1 Thus, the Commission has jurisdiction to investigate whether and to 

what extent increased seismic activity may be caused by oil and gas activities. 

2. At a January 30, 2020, Commission meeting, following a presentation by Conservation 

Division Director Ryan A. Hoffman, the Commission voted to open a general investigatory docket 

regarding increased seismic activity occurring in Reno County, Kansas. 

II. Findings of Fact 

3. The Commission finds this general investigatory docket should be opened for the 

purposes of: (1) keeping the public and the Commission apprised of the investigation of Commission 

Staff into the causes of increased seismic activity occurring in Reno County; and (2) providing a 

1 K.S.A. 74-623(a). 
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forum by which the Commission may take any advisable action as it relates to increased seismic 

activity in Reno County. 

4. The Commission finds Commission Staff should have wide discretion to file 

information in this docket to keep the Commission and the public apprised of its investigation. 

5. The Commission finds that each Commission-licensed operator of a Class II injection 

well, who could be directly affected by any action the Commission may take in this docket, should 

be apprised of the existence of this docket. 

III. Conclusions of Law 

6. The Commission concludes it should issue an order in accordance with its findings. 

THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

A. This general investigatory docket is opened for the purposes of: (1) keeping the public 

and the Commission apprised of the investigation of Commission Staff into the causes of increased 

seismic activity occurring in Reno County; and (2) providing a forum by which the Commission may 

take any advisable action as it relates to increased seismic activity in Reno County. 

B. Commission Staff may file any informative data in this docket at any time. 

Commission Staff may also file a report and recommendation in this docket at any time. 

C. Until further notice, Commission Staff shall file quarterly reports in this docket, with 

Staffs first report due by March 31, 2020. 

D. Commission Staff shall serve a copy of this order on each Commission-licensed 

operator with a permit for disposal into the Arbuckle formation via a Class II injection well located 

within 15 miles of the 2019 Reno County earthquake cluster. Commission Staff shall file data visually 

depicting the 15-mile radius within seven days of the issuance of this order. 

E. Commission Staff shall serve a copy of this order on each member of the advisory 

committee on regulation of oil and gas activities, as described in K.S.A. 55-153. 
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F. Each filing in this docket shall be served upon: Commission Staff, each intervener, 

and each person with a pending petition to intervene. 

G. Any person may petition to intervene in this docket pursuant to K.A.R. 82-1-225. 

Similarly-situated persons are encouraged to submit joint, rather than individual, petitions. 

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Duffy, Chair; Albrecht, Commissioner; Keen, Commissioner 

Dated: 

Mailed Date: 

JRM 

-----------

3 

LynnM. Retz 
Executive Director 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

20-CONS-3218-CINV 

I, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the following by means of 

first class mail and electronic service on _________ _ 

KENNETH C. GATES 

3G PRODUCTION, LLC 
PO BOX 847 
PRATT, KS 67124 

loripwsi@gmail .com 

DAVID LACEY 

C & C TANK SERVICE, INC. 
320 N 3rd ST 
STERLING, KS 67579-1928 

candctank@hotmail.com 

DIANE KNOWLES 

Kansas Water Office 
900 SW Jackson Street Suite 404 
Topeka, KS 66612 
diane. knowles@kwo.ks.gov 

LUCY WALLINE 

EXCALIBUR PRODUCTION COMPANY, INC. 
PO BOX 278 
MCPHERSON, KS 67460-0278 

lfwalline@sbcglobal .net 

MICHAELA. FYLER 

FYLER OIL, LLC 
PO BOX 1122 
MCPHERSON, KS 67460-1122 

mafyler@hotmail .com 

ROB EBERHART, EKOGA REPRESENTATIVE 

BOBCAT OILFIELD SERVICE, INC. 
602 W AMITY STE 103 
LOUISBURG, KS 66053-3542 

bobcatoil@gmail .com 

CHRIS CLINTON 

CLINTON PRODUCTION, INC. 
7700 E. DUBLIN 
WICHITA, KS 67206-2031 

TIM BOESE 

EQUUS BEDS GROUNDWATER MGMT. DIST. #2 
313 Spruce Street 
Halstead, KS 67056-1925 

tboese@gmd2.org 

DAWN BUEHLER, KANSAS RIVERKEEPER & EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
FRIENDS OF THE KAW 
PO BOX 1612 
LAWRENCE, KS 66044-3502 

riverkeeper@kansasriver.org 

DIANE LEBOVITZ 

HERMAN L. LOEB, LLC 
PO BOX 838 
LAWRENCEVILLE, IL 62439-0838 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

STEVEN L. HOWELL 

HOWELL OIL COMPANY, INC. 
2400 RIVERBIRCH RD 
HUTCHINSON, KS 67502-9280 

steven_howell@sbcglobal.net 
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RYAN HOFFMAN, DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION 
DIVISION 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
266 N. Main St. , Ste. 220 
WICHITA, KS 67202-1513 
Fax: 785-271-3354 
r. hoffman@kcc.ks.gov 

JONATHAN R. MYERS, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
266 N. Main St. , Ste. 220 
WICHITA, KS 67202-1513 
Fax: 316-337-6211 
j . myers@kcc.ks.gov 

TYLER VAUGHN, DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES 

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
109 SW 9TH STREET 
TOPEKA, KS 66612 

tyler.vaughn@ks.gov 

KENT ECKLES 

KANSAS PETROLEUM COUNCIL 
Kansas Petroleum Council 
800 SW Jackson Street Suite 1005 
Topeka, KS 66612 

ecklesk@api .org 

MIKE DEALY 

Kansas Geological Survey 
4150 W. Monroe Street 
Wichita, KS 67209-1261 

mdealy@kgs.ku.edu 

BRIAN A. KAHAN 

KAHAN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
PO BOX 700780 
TULSA, OK 74170-0780 

KELCEY MARSH, LITIGATION COUNSEL 

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
CENTRAL OFFICE 
266 N. MAIN ST, STE 220 
WICHITA, KS 67202-1513 
Fax: 785-271-3354 

k. marsh@kcc.ks.gov 

TERRI PEMBERTON, CHIEF LITIGATION COUNSEL 

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
Fax: 785-271-3354 
t. pemberton@kcc.ks.gov 

CARRIE RIDLEY, UNIT CHIEF, GEOLOGY AND WELL 
TECHNOLOGY 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 
CURTIS STATE OFFICE BLDG. 
1000 SW JACKSON , Ste. 420 
TOPEKA, KS 66612 

carrie.ridley@ks.gov 

JONATHAN H. KANTOR 

KANTOR OIL COMPANY, LLC 
5555 E 71st ST STE 7300 
TULSA, OK 74136-6552 

doug@kantoroi I. com 

MICHAEL NOVY 

NOVY OIL & GAS, INC. 
PO Box 559 
Goddard, KS 67052-0559 

novyoil@aol.com 
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LAURA LOUGHRAN 

PLATTE VALLEY OIL CO., INC. 
PO BOX 27012 
RALSTON, NE 68127-0012 

laura.loughran@gmail .com 

PETER FIORINI 

RITCHIE EXPLORATION, INC. 
PO BOX 783188 
WICHITA, KS 67278-3188 

pfiorini@ritchie-exp.com 

TERRY P. BANDY 

D/B/A TE-PE OIL & GAS 
PO BOX522 
CANTON, KS 67428-0522 

tpbandy@sbcglobal.net 

TOM BLACK 

306 SOAK ST 
PRATT, KS 67124 

prcoatty@hotmail .com 

KENNETH S. WHITE 

WHITE EXPLORATION, INC. 
1635 N WATERFRONT PKWY STE 100 
WICHITA, KS 67206-6638 

kswh ite@white-exploration.com 
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ROBERT L. AUSTIN 

RAMA OPERATING CO., INC. 
101 S MAIN ST 
STAFFORD, KS 67578-1429 

ERICK NORDLING, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

SOUTHWEST KANSAS ROYALTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
209 EAST6TH 
HUGOTON, KS 67951 

erickn@pld.com 

AARON HERRINGTON 

TGT PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
7570 W 21st ST N BLDG 1046A 
WICHITA, KS 67205-1771 

tgtpetroleum@yahoo.com 

TODD ALLAM 

VAL ENERGY, INC. 
125 N MARKET ST STE 1110 
WICHITA, KS 67202-1728 

todd@valenergy.com 

/S/ DeeAnn Shupe 
DeeAnn Shupe 




