202404102537
Kansas Corporation
Commission

THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

Before the Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson
Dwight D. Keen
Annie Kuether

In the Matter of a General Investigation into )
Depreciation Rates applicable to Rural ) Docket No. 24-GIMT-459-GIT
Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers. )

ORDER OPENING GENERAL INVESTIGATION
AND SETTING COMMENT DEADLINES

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas
(Commission) for consideration and decision. Having reviewed the pleadings and record, the
Commission makes the following findings and conclusions.

1. On September 29, 2023, both Twin Valley Telephone, Inc. (Twin Valley) and The
Southern Kansas Telephone Company, Inc. (Southern Kansas) filed identical applications
requesting Commission approval of a depreciation rate for Fixed Wireless Equipment and Towers
(Dockets No 24-TWVT-300-DRS and 24-SKNT-299-DRS respectively). Neither asset class had
previously been included in the Commission’s schedule of acceptable depreciation rates from
Docket No. 94-GIMT-082-DRS, nor has the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
determined an appropriate depreciation rate for these assets.

2. On November 3, 2023, Commission Staff of the State Corporation Commission of
the State of Kansas (Staff), filed a Report and Recommendation (R&R) in both dockets. Staff
recommended approval of a 5% depreciation rate for Towers.! Staff further recommended

approval of a rate of 14.28% for Fixed Wireless Equipment.? Staff points out that Rural Incumbent

! Staff Report and Recommendation, pg. 3 (November 3, 2023).
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Local Exchange Carriers’ (RLECs) current depreciation rates were set more than 25 years ago and
recommended that these new rates be set on an interim basis until the Commission can evaluate a
more complete general investigation into depreciation rates which would be applicable to all
RLECs.?

3. On December 28, 2023, the Commission adopted Staff’s R&R and stated its
intention to open a general investigation into depreciation rates for RLECs.* Accordingly, the
Commission opens a general investigation into depreciation rates applicable to Rural Incumbent
Local Exchange Carriers.

4. All RLECs are encouraged to participate in this general investigation and will be
automatically granted formal intervenor status upon the filing of an Entry of Appearance.

5. All interested RLECs shall, within 90 days of this Order file comments on what
specific depreciation rate changes should be made if any. Within 180 days of this Order, Staff
shall file responsive comments and recommendations.

THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

A. A general investigation into depreciation rates applicable to RLECs is opened.

B. All RLECs are encouraged to participate in this general investigation and will be
automatically granted formal intervenor status upon the filing of an Entry of Appearance.

C. All interested RLECs shall, within 90 days of this Order file comments on what
specific depreciation rate changes should be made if any. Within 180 days of this Order, Staff

shall file responsive comments and recommendations.

31d.
4 Order adopting Staff’s Report and Recommendation, setting interim rates, pg. 3 (December 28, 2023).
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BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED.

French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Kuether, Commissioner

Dated: 04/04/2024

/‘r‘JM— M. "Erg—

Lynn M. Retz

Executive Director
DGC
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|, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the following by means of

electronic service on_01/04/2024

CANDACE WRIGHT, CEO/GM

BLUE VALLEY TELE-COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
1559 PONY EXPRESS HWY

HOME, KS 66438

cwright@bluevalleyinc.net

LANCE CASEY, REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS OF KANSAS
COMPANY
2116 S. 17TH STREET

MATTOON, IL61938
lance.casey@consolidated.com

CRAIG WILBERT, GENERAL MANAGER
CRAW-KAN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.
200 N OZARK

PO BOX 100

GIRARD, KS 66743

crwilbert@ckt.net

BECKY SCOTT

ELKHART TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
610 S COSMOS

PO BOX 817

ELKHART, KS 67950

bscott@epictouch.com

BEAU REBEL, GENERAL MANAGER
GOLDEN BELT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION.
103 LINCOLN ST

RUSH CENTER, KS 67575-3000
brebel@gbtlive.com

DAVE SOPER, GENERAL MANAGER
COLUMBUS COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, LLC
224 SOUTH KANSAS AVENUE

COLUMBUS, KS 66725
dsoper@columbus-telephone.com

FLOYD J JASINSKI, DIRECTOR - LEGISLATIVE &
REGULATORY

CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS OF MISSOURI
COMPANY

114 VERNON STREET

ROSEVILLE, CA 95678
floyd.jasinski@consolidated.com

BRENT CUNNINGHAM, VICE PRESIDENT & GENERAL
MANAGER
CUNNINGHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

220 W MAIN
PO BOX 108
GLEN ELDER, KS 67446
brent@ctctelephony.tv

MARK DOTY

GLEASON & DOTY CHTD
401S MAIN ST STE10
PO BOX 490

OTTAWA, KS 66067-0490
doty.mark@gmail.com

MICHAEL J. MURPHY, PRESIDENT & MANAGER
GORHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY

100 MARKET

PO BOX 235

GORHAM, KS 67640

mmurphy@gorhamtel.com
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BRANDON KOCH, PRESIDENT & GM
H&B COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

108 N MAIN

PO BOX 108

HOLYROOD, KS 67450
brkoch@hbcomm.net

RICHARD BALDWIN, PRESIDENT
HOME TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
211S MAIN ST

BOX 8

GALVA, KS 67443
rbaldwin@hci-ks.com

COLLEEN JAMISON

JAMISON LAW, LLC

P O BOX 128

TECUMSEH, KS 66542

colleen. jamison@jamisonlaw.legal

DAVID COHEN, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

d.cohen@kcc.ks.gov

CARLY MASENTHIN, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604
c.masenthin@kcc.ks.gov

HARRY J. LEE, JR., PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER
LAHARPE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

D/B/A LAHARPE LONG DISTANCE

109 W6TH ST

PO BOX 100

LA HARPE, KS 66751

harry.lee@laharpetel.com

MARK WADE, VP OF OPERATIONS
HAVILAND TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
104 N MAIN

PO BOX 308

HAVILAND, KS 67059
mark@havilandtelco.com

MARK WADE, VP OF OPERATIONS
J.B.N. TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
PO BOX 111

HOLTON, KS 66436
mark@havilandtelco.com

JILL KUEHNY, CEO/GENERAL AMANGER
KANOKLA TELEPHONE ASSN., INC.

100 KANOKLA AVE

PO BOX 111

CALDWELL, KS 67022
jkuehny@kanoklanetworks.com

BRIAN G. FEDOTIN, GENERAL COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604
b.fedotin@kcc.ks.gov

KYLER C. WINEINGER, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SWARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

a.wineinger@kcc.ks.gov

SHANA RAINS

MADISON TELEPHONE LLC
117 N THIRD

PO BOX 337

MADISON, KS 66860-0337
mtn.shana@gmail.com
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TAMMY SOUZA, VP OF FINANCE
MOKAN DIAL, INC.

112 S. BROADWAY

PO BOX 429

LOUISBURG, KS 66053-0429
tsouza@townes.net

JOHN TIETJENS, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER
MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY

365 MAIN ST

PO BOX 338

LITTLE RIVER, KS 67457

jtietiens@mtc4me.com

CATHERINE MOYER, GENERAL MANAGER & CEO
PIONEER TELEPHONE ASSN., INC.

D/B/A PIONEER COMMUNICATIONS

120 W KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 707

ULYSSES, KS 67880-0707
catherine.moyer@pioncomm.net

RHONDA S GODDARD, CFO*

RURAL TELEPHONE SERVICE COMPANY, INC.
D/B/A Nex-Tech

145 N MAIN

PO BOX 158

LENORA, KS 67645

rgoddard@nex-tech.com

ZACK O'DELL, CEO
S&T COMMUNICATIONS LLC
320 KANSAS

PO BOX 99
BREWSTER, KS 67732

zack.odell@sttelcom.com

WILLIAM R. MCVEY, COO

SOUTHERN KANSAS TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
112 S LEE ST

PO BOX 800

CLEARWATER, KS 67026-0800

bill. mcvey @sktcompanies.com

JIMMY TODD, CEO

MOUNDRIDGE TELEPHONE COMPANY
145 N MAIN

LENORA, KS 67645
jtodd@nex-tech.com

JENNIFER LEACH, GM/CEO

PEOPLES TELECOMMUNICATIONS, LLC
208 N BROADWAY

PO BOX 450

LA CYGNE, KS 66040
jenniferlgm@peoplestelecom.net

KATHY RUOFF

RAINBOW TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION, INC.
608 MAIN ST

PO BOX 147

EVEREST, KS 66424-0147

kathy@rainbowtel.com

RYAN DeCINTO, CONTROLLER
S&A TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
D/B/A Highline Kansas

9 CEDARWOOD DRIVE

UNIT 4

BEDFORD, NH 03110
ryan.decinto@highlinefast.com

CARLA SHEARER, CEO/GENERAL MANAGER
SOUTH CENTRAL TELEPHONE ASSN. INC.
215 S ILIFF

PO BOX B

MEDICINE LODGE, KS 67104
cshearer@sctelcom.com

MARK M. GAILEY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MANAGER
TOTAH COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

1010OCHELATA ST

PO BOX 300

OCHELATA, OK 740510300

mark@totahcomm.com




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

JASON PETTIT, CONTROLLER

TRECOUNTY TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION, INC.
1568 S 1000 RD

PO BOX 299

COUNCIL GROVE, KS 66846
jpettit@tctkansas.net

JENNIFER PACHNER, ASSESSMENT
UNITED TELEPHONE ASSN.,, INC.
1107 MCARTOR RD

PO BOX 117

DODGE CITY, KS 67801

jenniferp@unitedtelcom.net

CARRIE LOOS, ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR
WHEAT STATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
D/B/A WHEAT STATE TECHNOLOGIES, WST

PO BOX 320

UDALL, KS 67146

cloos@wheatstate.com

KATHY PRICE, GENERAL MANAGER*
ZENDA TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
208 N. MAIN ST

ZENDA, KS 67159
kprice@zendatelephone.com
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SCOTT LEITZEL, PRESIDENT
TWIN VALLEY TELEPHONE, INC.
22 SPRUCE

PO BOX 395

MILTONVALE, KS 67466

scott leitzel@tvtinc.net

JEFF WICK, PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER

WAMEGO TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, INC.

1009 LINCOLN

PO BOX 25

WAMEGO, KS 66547-0025
jwick@wtcks.com

CRAIG FREEMAN, GENERAL MANAGER
WILSON TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
2504 AVE D

PO BOX 190

WILSON, KS 67490-0190
craig@wilsoncommunications.co

/S/ KCC Docket Room

KCC Docket Room






