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BEFORE THE 
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 
 
 

Before Commissioners:   Jay Scott Emler, Chair 
      Shari Feist Albrecht 
      Pat Apple 
 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Westar 
Energy, Inc. for a Siting Permit for the 
Construction of a 345 kV Transmission Line  
in Leavenworth County, Kansas 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 

 
 
Docket No. 17-WSEE-063-STG 
 

 
 

PETITION TO INTERVENE 
 

COMES NOW, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) and pursuant to K.S.A. 77-521, petitions 

the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas (“the Commission”) for an order granting SPP 

intervention in the above-captioned matter.  In support of its Petition, SPP states the following: 

1. On August 17, 2016, Westar Energy, Inc. (“Westar”) submitted its Application for a Siting 

Permit for the Construction of a 345 kV Transmission Line in Leavenworth, Kansas 

(“Application for Siting Permit”), requesting the right to construct a new 345 kV transmission 

line from Westar’s Stranger Creek Substation to an interface with Kansas City Power & Light 

Company’s transmission line, located north of Leavenworth, Kansas (the “Project”). 

2. SPP is a Regional Transmission Organization (“RTO”) approved by the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission and is responsible for taking all reasonable steps, including planning 

and general oversight duties, necessary to maintain and enhance the reliability of the electric 

transmission network operated by its member companies in Kansas and adjacent states.  
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3. The Project’s need was determined by SPP’s Integrated Transmission Plan (“ITP”), an iterative 

three-year study process that assesses long and near-term infrastructure needs of the SPP 

Transmission System.  The intent of the ITP is to bring about continued development of a cost-

effective, flexible, and robust transmission network that will provide efficient, reliable access to 

the region’s diverse generating resources. 

4. SPP was responsible for conducting the studies related to the ITP, which include the Project.  

Accordingly, SPP intends to file testimony based on the studies demonstrating the need for and 

the benefit of the Project. 

5. SPP's interests would, thus, be substantially affected by the outcome of this proceeding, and the 

interests of justice and the orderly and prompt conduct of the proceedings will not be impaired 

by allowing intervention. 

6. Accordingly, SPP has an essential interest in the outcome of this proceeding which cannot be 

adequately represented by any other party. 
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WHEREFORE, SPP respectfully requests the Commission grant its Petition for Intervention in this 

matter. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       
 John R. Wine, Jr.   KS # 10016     
 410 NE 43rd Street       
 Topeka, Kansas 66617         
 Telephone: (785) 220-7676      
 Facsimile:  (785) 246-0339          
 Email:  jwine2@cox.net 
 
 
 and 
 
 Tessie Kentner   AR # 2007240 
 Senior Attorney 
 Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

201 Worthen Drive 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 72223 
 Telephone:  (501) 688-1782 
 Facsimile:   (501) 482-2022 
 Email:  tkentner@spp.org 
  
 
 Attorneys for Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
 Petitioner    
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VERIFICATION 
K.S.A. 53-601 

 
 

 
STATE OF KANSAS  ) 
    )     ss: 
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE ) 
 
 
 I verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        John R. Wine, Jr. 
 
 
 
Executed on September 1, 2016. 



 5 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above Petition to Intervene was sent via email, this 1st 
day of September, 2016, to the following: 
 
SAMUEL FEATHER, DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION  
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
s.feather@kcc.ks.gov 
 
ANDREW FRENCH, SENIOR LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION  
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
a.french@kcc.ks.gov 
 
MICHAEL NEELEY, LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION  
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
m.neeley@kcc.ks.gov 
 
CATHRYN J. DINGES, SENIOR CORPORATE COUNSEL 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC.  
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
cathy.dinges@westarenergy.com 
 
KELLY B. HARRISON, VP - TRANSMISSION 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC.  
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
kelly.harrison@westarenergy.com 
 
JEFFREY L. MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC.  
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
JEFF.MARTIN@WESTARENERGY.COM 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
John R. Wine, Jr. 
Attorney for Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
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