
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson 
Dwight D. Keen 
Annie Kuether 

In the Matter of an Annual Compliance Docket ) 
for Electric Supply Line Filings. ) Docket No. 24-GIME-002-CPL 

ORDER GRANTING JOINT RESPONDENTS’ REQUEST TO 
FILE OUT OF TIME; AND PROTECTIVE AND DISCOVERY ORDER 

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas (the 

“Commission”) for consideration and decision. Having reviewed the pleadings and record, the 

Commission makes the following findings: 

1. On July 6, 2023, the Commission opened this Docket to serve as the annual

compliance docket and repository for filing and approval of Electric Supply Line (“EL”) 

applications during Fiscal Year 2024. 

2. On May 8, 2024, NextEra Energy Transmission Southwest, LLC (“NEET

Southwest”) submitted a Motion for Waiver or In the Alternative for Protective Order representing 

that it intends to file an EL application notifying the Commission of NEET Southwest’s intent to 

begin construction of the Wolf Creek to Blackberry Transmission Line (the “Project”). 

3. The Commission has addressed the Project twice before: (1) in Docket Number 22-

NETE-419-COC (the “CCN Docket”), granting NEET Southwest “a limited certificate of 

convenience and necessity as a transmission-only public utility in Kansas to construct, own, 

operate and maintain” the Project; and (2) in Docket Number 23-NETE-585-STG (the “Siting 

Docket”), granting NEET Southwest a siting permit, subject to certain conditions and 

modifications.1 

1 Order on Siting Application at pp. 3, 23, the Siting Docket (May 24, 2023). 
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4. Here, in addition to representing its intentions regarding the Project, NEET 

Southwest requests that the Commission grant one of two forms of relief regarding its forthcoming 

EL Application.2 

5. NEET Southwest requests the Commission waive the applicability of the 

Commission’s Wire-Stringing Rules, K.A.R. 82-12-1 et seq.—specifically, K.A.R. 82-12-3(b)—

to NEET Southwest’s EL Application.3 NEET Southwest argues the requested waiver is 

appropriate for three reasons: (1) the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) has 

exclusive jurisdiction over transmission rates, in which the costs of the Project will be reflected; 

(2) the Commission has already performed an extensive review of the costs and financing 

associated with the Project and issued an order requiring quarterly cost reporting; and (3) the 

requirements do not independently pertain to the statutory basis for requiring the EL Application.4 

6. Alternatively, should the Commission deny its waiver request, NEET Southwest 

requests the Commission issue an enhanced protective order that includes extra protections not 

offered by the Commission’s standard protective order. Under the requested protective order, 

information related to the competitive bidding process of the Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) 

would be classified as “Highly Confidential-Competitive” and restrict recipients of the information 

to the Commission and Commission technical staff (“Staff”).5 NEET Southwest states the 

information is similar to the information protected in the CCN Docket and the Siting Docket 

“because it would reveal sensitive cost information used to form NEET Southwest’s bid, and which 

would likely be the basis of NEET Southwest’s future SPP bids.”6 

 
2 Motion for Waiver or in the Alternative for Protective Order at 1 (May 8, 2024) (“NEET Southwest’s Motion”). 
3 Motion of NEET Southwest at ¶ 5. 
4 Id.  
5 Id. at ¶¶ 13, 14, 19.  
6 Id. at ¶ 15. 
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7. On June 7, 2024, 4 Rivers Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“4 Rivers”) and Heartland

Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc. (“Heartland”) (together, “Joint Respondents”) filed a response in 

opposition to NEET Southwest’s Motion, arguing that the requested waiver is an inappropriate 

deviation from the Commission’s Wire-Stringing Rules.7 Joint Respondents also argue that the 

protective order as requested is inappropriate because the Commission’s standard protective order 

and nondisclosure certificate process adequately protect the information at issue.8  

8. In addition, Joint Respondents request the Commission to exercise its discretion

under K.A.R. 82-1-217(b) and allow Joint Respondents to file their response to NEET Southwest’s 

Motion out of time.9 In support of this request, Joint Respondents state “[w]hile NEET Southwest’s 

Motion was initially reflected on the Commission’s website…, the Motion no longer appears.” 

Joint Respondents further state that since the filing of NEET Southwest’s Motion, “there has been 

no reported activity in this [D]ocket” and “Joint Respondents’ request does not interfere with an 

existing procedural schedule and future filing dates.”  

I. Joint Respondents’ request to file out of time.

9. Under K.A.R. 82-1-218(d), all responsive pleadings must be filed and served within

10 days after service upon that party of any, among others, application, petition, or notice. 

However, under K.A.R. 82-1-217(b), the time for acting as required or allowed may be extended 

for good cause by the Commission in its discretion. 

10. The Commission finds Joint Respondents have demonstrated good cause for why

time should be extended to file their response.  The Commission grants Joint Respondents’ request 

and accept out of time their response to NEET Southwest’s Motion. 

7 Response of Joint Respondents at ¶ 7 (June 7, 2024). 
8 Id. at ¶ 8.  
9 Id. at ¶ 10. 
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II. NEET Southwest’s request for waiver.

11. As correctly indicated by Joint Respondents, “review of the cost information in the

context of an EL application is very different than a review of costs for rate recovery under the 

SPP Tariff, the Commission’s certificate and transmission line siting processes, or the type of 

project cost information provided in SPP’s competitive bidding process.”10  

12. The Commission prescribed the Wire-Stringing Rules to ensure the avoidance of

unreasonable injury or interference with the wires of utilities. Here, the application of the 

requirements under K.A.R. 82-12-3(b) will serve as a metric for NEET Southwest’s compliance 

with the terms and conditions of the CCN Docket and the Siting Docket. Accordingly, NEET 

Southwest’s request for waiver of the applicability of K.A.R. 82-12-3(b) to NEET Southwest’s 

forthcoming EL Application should be denied.  

III. NEET Southwest’s request for enhanced protective order.

13. The Commission agrees with NEET Southwest that some information related to a

competitive bidding process may be entitled to enhanced protection not offered by the 

Commission’s standard protective order. Maintaining confidentiality of such information helps 

ensure the integrity of the SPP competitive process and solicitations related to future projects. 

14. The Commission notes it employed a similar two-tier protective order in Docket

Numbers 21-KGSG-332-GIG (applying a definition for “Highly Confidential information”); and 

the CCN Docket and the Siting Docket (applying a definition for “Confidential-Competitive 

information”).11 

10 Response of Joint Respondents at ¶ 7. 
11 Presiding Officer’s Amended Protective Order, Docket No. 21-KGSG-332-GIG at ¶ 11 (Oct. 27, 2021); Order 
Granting Evergy Intervention and Protective and Discovery Order at ¶¶ 17-37, the CCN Docket (Apr. 21, 2022); 
Protective and Discovery Order, the Siting Docket (Feb. 21, 2023). 
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15. Here, NEET Southwest cites to the enhanced protective orders issued in the CCN

Docket and the Siting Docket—the predecessors of this Docket. However, NEET Southwest does 

not demonstrate why information that may be classified as “Highly Confidential-Competitive” 

should now receive even further enhanced protections. The Commission agrees with Joint 

Respondents that the disclosure and review of “Highly Confidential-Competitive” information 

should not be limited exclusively to the Commission and Staff. Therefore, disclosure of 

confidential information is governed by a two-tier protective order described as follows: 

A. Protective Order

16. For purposes of this Order, each of the following terms is defined as follows:

(a) “Competitor” means parties who participate, or those reasonably expected

to participate in the next five years, in a competitive bidding process sponsored by a 

regional transmission organization.  

(b) “Confidential Information” means Information which, if disclosed, would

likely result in harm to a party’s economic or competitive interests or which would result 

in harm to the public interest, generally, and which is not otherwise available from public 

sources. “Confidential Information” includes without limitation: (1) material or documents 

as defined at K.A.R. 82-1-221a(a)(1) that contain Information relating directly to specific 

customers; (2) employee-sensitive Information; (3) marketing analyses or other market-

specific Information relating to services offered in competition with others; (4) reports, 

work papers or other Information related to work produced by internal or external auditors 

or consultants; (5) strategies employed, to be employed, or under consideration; (6) 

contract negotiations; and (7) Information concerning trade secrets, as well as private 

technical, financial, and business Information. 
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(c) “Highly Confidential-Competitive Information” means Confidential 

Information which the designating party reasonably believes, in good faith, to be so 

competitively sensitive that it is entitled to extraordinary protections—including 

Confidential Information used to make bids pursuant to a competitive bidding process 

conducted by a regional transmission organization.  

(d) “Information” means without limitation any documents as defined at 

K.A.R. 82-1-221a(a)(1), any other materials furnished pursuant to requests for information 

or other modes of discovery, or any other materials that are otherwise part of the 

Commission record. 

(e) “Voluminous Information” means Information, including Information 

designated as Confidential or Highly Confidential-Competitive, comprised of 200 or more 

pages. 

17. K.S.A. 66-1220a and K.A.R. 82-1-221a set forth requirements and procedures 

regarding confidential information in Commission proceedings. The Commission finds it 

appropriate to issue this Order to establish procedures relating to Confidential Information and 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information. 

18. In addition, K.S.A. 66-1220a limits the Commission’s disclosure of trade secrets or 

confidential commercial information of entities regulated by the Commission. Under K.S.A. 66-

1220a(a)(4), the Commission is to consider alternatives to disclosure that will serve the public 

interest and protect the regulated entity. This Order provides an interim procedure under K.S.A. 

66-1220a(a)(4) to facilitate the prompt and orderly conduct of all Confidential Information and 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information this Docket. This Order governs the treatment and 



7 

handling of Confidential Information and Highly Confidential-Competitive Information unless 

otherwise ordered by the Commission. 

19. A party may designate any Information as Confidential Information if that party

believes, in good faith, to be a trade secret or other Confidential Information. In addition, a party 

may designate any Confidential Information as Highly Confidential-Competitive Information if 

that party believes, in good faith, to be so competitively sensitive that it is entitled to special 

protections. The party requesting that Information be classified as Confidential Information or 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information must provide to the Executive Director of the 

Commission a copy of the Information clearly marked “CONFIDENTIAL” or “HIGHLY 

CONFIDENTIAL-COMPETITIVE” and accompanied by a cover letter containing a written, 

specific explanation of the confidential nature of each article of Information sought to be classified. 

The party claiming confidentiality has the burden of proving the confidential status of the 

Information. Designating Information as Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-

Competitive Information does not necessarily establish that the Information will be kept from 

disclosure after review by the Commission.   

20. This Order applies to all parties to this Docket, unless otherwise specifically stated.

The provisions of this Order apply to Commission technical staff (“Staff”), except that Staff is not 

required to execute nondisclosure certificates, view Voluminous Information on-site, or return or 

destroy Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information upon request at 

the conclusion of the Docket. Third-party experts and consultants used by Staff shall have access 

to Information and Voluminous Information on the same basis as Staff, except that Staff’s third-

party experts and consultants are required to read this Order and execute an applicable 

nondisclosure certificate as contained in Appendix A and Appendix B. Parties who do not execute 
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a nondisclosure certificate will not be granted access to the pertinent Information filed in this 

Docket. 

21. A party designating Information as Confidential Information shall make such

Information available to parties seeking access or discovery under the restrictions of this Order, if 

such disclosure is not otherwise privileged or objectionable on other evidentiary grounds. 

22. Disclosure of Confidential Information shall be made to attorneys of record and to

authorized representatives, including third-party experts, who are consulting with parties or intend 

to file testimony in this Docket. Attorneys or authorized representatives seeking access to 

Confidential Information shall first read this Order and execute a nondisclosure certificate as 

contained in Appendix A. In instances where a utility’s rates are being reviewed, attorneys and 

representatives of the utility whose rates are being reviewed are not required to sign a 

nondisclosure certificate in order to receive copies of Information containing the utility’s own 

Confidential Information. The nondisclosure certificate shall contain the signatory’s name, 

permanent address, title or position, date signed, and an affirmation that the signer is acting on 

behalf of a party to this Docket. The nondisclosure certificate shall be filed in the Docket. The 

party claiming confidentiality shall provide legible copies of the Confidential Information to 

requesting parties by serving one copy upon counsel for the requesting party. The requesting party 

may copy the Confidential Information and make the copy or copies available to its authorized 

representatives who have executed and filed a nondisclosure certificate. If a response to a 

discovery request requires the duplication of Voluminous Information, or the Voluminous 

Information is not easily copied because of its binding or size, the furnishing party may require 

that such Voluminous Information be viewed on its own premises. If duplication of Voluminous 
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Information can be accomplished without undue burden on the party disclosing the Voluminous 

Information, the Voluminous Information may be copied at the expense of the requesting party. 

23. Disclosure of Highly Confidential-Competitive Information shall be made pursuant

to the terms of Paragraph 22, but with the following additional protections: 

(a) Disclosure of Information designated by a party as Highly Confidential-

Competitive may be made available to only the following individuals who have executed 

the Commission-approved nondisclosure agreement attached as Appendix B: (i) outside 

retained attorneys of record; (ii) outside consultants for Competitors; (iii) representatives 

of Staff, and other non-Competitor parties to this Docket, except that Staff is not required 

to sign nondisclosure certificates.  

(b) No Highly Confidential-Competitive Information may be provided directly

or indirectly to any other person, including in-house counsel, other than as specified in 

subsection (a)(i) above. 

24. A party may designate pre-filed testimony and exhibits as Confidential Information

or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information pursuant to this Order. The specific grounds for 

the designation as Confidential Information shall be stated in writing at the time the designation is 

made or the testimony filed. Any party obtaining Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-

Competitive Information may use or refer to such in pre-filed or oral testimony provided that the 

confidentiality is maintained, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission. 

25. If Information to be disclosed in response to a data request contains Confidential

Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information designated by another party to this 

Docket, the furnishing party shall maintain the confidential status by marking the Confidential 

Information and Highly Confidential-Competitive Information as such and only provide a response 
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to parties that have executed an applicable nondisclosure certificate. If Information that a party 

intends to use in this Docket or that would be disclosed in response to a data request contains 

Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information obtained from a source 

outside of this Docket, the party intending to use or provide the Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information must notify the original source which claimed confidential 

status to allow that entity to decide whether to claim confidentiality in this Docket. 

26. When pleadings, pre-filed testimony, or exhibits include Confidential Information 

or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information, the parties are to comply with the following 

procedures:  

(a) File seven copies of the complete Information at issue, including all 

Confidential Information. In cases where there is both Confidential Information and Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information, the cover is to clearly state “HIGHLY 

CONFIDENTIAL-COMPETITIVE.” Pages containing Highly Confidential-Competitive 

Information shall be stamped “HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL-COMPETITIVE,” and the 

specific Highly Confidential-Competitive Information shall be identified by being 

underlined, bolded, and highlighted. Any Confidential Information that is not Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information shall be identified by being underlined. In cases 

where there is only Confidential Information, the cover is to clearly state 

“CONFIDENTIAL.” Pages containing Confidential Information must be stamped 

“CONFIDENTIAL” and the specific Confidential Information must be identified by being 

underlined. 
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(b) File one copy with the Confidential Information and/or Highly

Confidential-Competitive Information redacted, for use as public Information. The cover 

must clearly state “PUBLIC VERSION.” 

(c) File one copy of the portions that contain Confidential Information and/or

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information in a separate envelope marked 

“CONFIDENTIAL” or “HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL-COMPETITIVE.” That filing will 

be maintained in the Docket Room file under seal. If there are multiple portions containing 

Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information and it is 

impracticable to separate the portions with the Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information, the party may file instead one copy of the entire 

Information that clearly states “CONFIDENTIAL” or “HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL-

COMPETITIVE.”  

27. Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information in the

form of testimony may be offered and subject to cross-examination at hearings. Parties have the 

right to object to the admissibility of Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive 

Information on standard evidentiary grounds such as relevance. Confidential Information or 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information received into evidence will be kept under seal. 

Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information shall be discussed only 

after the proceeding is closed to all persons other than the Commission, Staff, hearing examiners, 

court reporters, attorneys of record, and individuals to whom the Confidential Information or 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information is available under the terms of this Order. Parties 

shall make every effort at hearings to ask and answer questions in such a way as to preserve the 

confidentiality of Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information 
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without the need to close the hearing. The transcript of live testimony or oral argument disclosing 

Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information shall be kept under seal 

and copies provided only to persons entitled to access to Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information. Neither the parties nor their attorneys may disclose or 

provide copies of the contents of such transcripts to anyone other than those who have access to 

the Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information under the terms of 

this Order. 

28. If a party disagrees with a claim that Information is Confidential Information or

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information, or such Information should not be disclosed, the 

parties shall first attempt to resolve the dispute on an informal basis. If the parties cannot 

informally resolve the dispute, the party contesting the designation as Confidential Information or 

Highly Confidential-Competitive Information may file a motion with the Commission. Staff 

should also be prepared to challenge a designation as Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information when Staff believes the Information does not meet the 

definition of Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information. When a 

dispute concerning confidentiality is brought before the Commission, the Commission will review 

the matter to determine: (1) if the party claiming confidentiality has met its burden of establishing 

the designation as Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information is 

proper; and (2) whether disclosure of the Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-

Competitive Information is warranted under K.S.A. 66-1220a. The contested Confidential 

Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information shall not be disclosed pending the 

Commission’s ruling.  
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29. All persons who are afforded access to Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information under the terms of this Order shall neither use nor disclose 

such Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information for purposes of 

business, competition, or any other purpose other than preparing for and litigating this Docket. 

During the course of this Docket, parties shall keep Confidential Information or Highly 

Confidential-Competitive Information secure in accordance with the purposes and intent of this 

Order. At the conclusion of this Docket, including judicial review, if any, a party claiming that 

Information was Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information may 

require that other persons in possession of its Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-

Competitive Information return or destroy all of such and all Information containing, summarizing, 

or otherwise embodying such Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive 

Information. If the party claiming confidentiality requests destruction of the Confidential 

Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive Information, the person destroying such 

Information shall certify its destruction. Counsel shall be entitled to retain memoranda or pleadings 

including or embodying Confidential Information or Highly Confidential-Competitive 

Information to the extent reasonably necessary to preserve a file on this Docket.  

B. Discovery Order 

30. The Commission finds that formalizing discovery procedures and clarifying the 

obligations of the parties will help ensure a full and efficient investigation of the issues in this 

Docket. This Order will govern the conduct of discovery in this Docket unless otherwise ordered 

by the Commission. Parties may request modified or additional discovery procedures, or may 

request that the Commission set a discovery pre-hearing conference. 
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31. General procedures. Discovery in Commission proceedings is limited to issues

that are “clearly relevant.” After a docket is opened, any party may serve upon any other party 

written discovery or data requests. Such data requests shall identify with reasonable particularity 

the Information sought. Data requests must be designed to elicit material facts within the 

knowledge of the parties. Data requests that require conclusions of law or answers to hypothetical 

questions generally are not permitted. Cross-examination through the use of data requests is 

inappropriate. Copies of data requests shall be served upon all other parties to the Docket, unless 

a party otherwise requests. Data requests and responses shall be served through the Commission’s 

CoreShare document control system. Any party that objects to using CoreShare may file a motion 

requesting to be excused from the requirement, provided the party shows good cause for why it 

cannot comply. Data requests that are sent by a party after 5:00 p.m. shall be deemed to have been 

received the following business day.  

32. Data Request Responses. Responses to Staff data requests are due within seven

days of receipt of the data request. Responses to all other data requests are due within 10 days of 

receiving the data request. In computing the period of time for responding, the day on which the 

data request was issued is not counted. Furthermore, for purposes of calculating all discovery-

related deadlines, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays shall be excluded. Parties 

may agree to extensions or reductions of time in which to respond or object to a data request. 

Responses to data requests shall be verified and identify the person or persons who actually 

prepared the response and can answer additional questions relating to the response. Each data 

request shall be answered separately and preceded by the data request to which the response 

pertains. Responses shall be clearly identified and, if consisting of several pages, shall be labeled 

and organized in a manner that makes review of the pages convenient. Parties are under a 
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continuing duty to supplement their discovery responses upon learning that information previously 

disclosed is incomplete or incorrect in any material respect. If a response to a data request requires 

the duplication of Voluminous Information or of Information that is not easily copied because of 

its binding or size, a party may require that any party other than Staff review the Voluminous 

Information on its own premises. If duplication of Voluminous Information can be accomplished 

without undue burden, the Voluminous Information may be copied at the expense of the requesting 

party. 

33. Objections to Data Requests. If the parties have agreed to electronic service, and 

a party objects to answering a particular data request, the party shall object in writing to the party 

that issued the data request within five days of receiving the data request. If the parties have not 

agreed to electronic service, and a party objects to answering a particular data request, the objecting 

party shall object in writing to the issuing party within five days after receiving the data request, 

plus three days if service is by mail. The written objection shall specifically explain all grounds 

relied upon for objecting to each data request. Any objections not provided at that time will be 

considered waived. If an objection pertains only to part of a data request, that part shall be clearly 

identified and the responding party shall provide any non-objectionable Information covered by 

the remainder of the data request. Parties shall negotiate in good faith to resolve discovery disputes. 

If resolution is not possible, the party seeking discovery may file with the Commission a motion 

to compel. Motions to compel must have the data request and response at issue attached. Motions 

to compel are required to be served by hand delivery, electronic mail, facsimile, or next-day 

delivery service. Responses to motions to compel are to be filed within three days after receiving 

the motion. The Commission may act immediately on motions to compel if necessitated by time 

constraints or the procedural schedule in the Docket. 
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34. Limitations on Discovery. The Commission may limit discovery to protect a party

against unreasonable, cumulative, or duplicative discovery requests; to prevent undue delay in the 

proceeding; to avoid unnecessary burden, expense, or harassment; or to otherwise maintain the 

orderly and efficient progress of the Docket. Upon finding that a party has abused the discovery 

process, the Commission may deny the right to continue discovery. 

35. Sanctions. A motion for sanctions for discovery violations may be filed at any time

during the Docket or may be initiated by the Commission. A motion for sanctions must contain 

sufficient factual allegations to detail the alleged violation and specify the relief requested. 

Motions for sanctions are required to be served by hand delivery, electronic mail, facsimile, or 

next-day delivery service. Responses to motions for sanctions must be filed within 10 days after 

receiving the motion. 

(a) The Commission will consider any relevant factors when reviewing a

motion for sanctions, including whether discovery has been conducted in bad faith or for 

an improper purpose such as causing unnecessary delay or needless increase in the cost of 

the Docket; whether the discovery process has been abused in seeking or resisting 

discovery; and whether parties have failed to obey Commission Orders. 

(b) Sanctions imposed by the Commission may include limiting or disallowing

further discovery; holding that designated facts be deemed admitted for purposes of the 

Docket; refusing to allow a party to support or oppose a claim or defense or prohibiting the 

party from introducing designated matters in evidence; disallowing in whole or in part 

requests for relief by the offending party and excluding evidence in support of such 

requests; striking pleadings or testimony; staying further proceedings until an order is 

obeyed; disallowing a party’s right to participate in the Docket; dismissing the application 
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or filing with or without prejudice; requiring the offending party to pay the reasonable 

expenses, including attorney’s fees, incurred by other parties because of the sanctionable 

behavior; and imposing any other sanction or remedy available to the Commission by law. 

THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

A. Joint Respondents’ request to file their response to NEET Southwest’s Motion out

of time is granted and their Response is accepted for filing.  

B. NEET Southwest’s request for waiver of the requirements under K.A.R. 82-12-3(b)

is denied.  

C. NEET Southwest’s request for an enhanced protective order is granted as modified.

D. The provisions of this Order apply throughout this Docket.

E. The parties have 15 days from the date this Order was electronically served to

petition for reconsideration.12  

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Kuether, Commissioner 

Dated:   

Lynn M. Retz 
Executive Director 

KCW 

12 K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1). 

07/09/2024
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APPENDIX A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Docket No.  24-GIME-002-CPL 
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

NONDISCLOSURE CERTIFICATE 

I, ________________________________, have been presented a copy of the Order issued in 
Docket No. 24-GIME-002-CPL on the 9th day of July, 2024. 

I have requested access to Confidential Information produced in the above-captioned Docket on 
behalf of _____________________________________. 

I certify that I have read the above Order and agree to abide by its provisions. 

Dated this _____ day of ____________________, 2024. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Printed name and title 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Signature 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Party/Employer 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Address (City, State, and Zip code) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Email 
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APPENDIX B 
HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL-COMPETITIVE 

Docket No.  24-GIME-002-CPL 
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

NONDISCLOSURE CERTIFICATE 

I, ________________________________, have been presented a copy of the Order issued in 
Docket No. 24-GIME-002-CPL on the 9th day of July, 2024. 

I have requested access to Highly Confidential-Competitive Information produced in the above-
captioned Docket on behalf of _____________________________________. 

I am an employee of _____________________________________ acting as      [state role from 
list of eligible persons from Paragraph 23]  for _____________________________________. 

I certify that I have read the above Order and agree to abide by its provisions. 

Dated this _____ day of ____________________, 2024. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Printed name and title 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Signature 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Party/Employer 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Address (City, State, and Zip code) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Email 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

24-GIME-002-CPL

I, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the following by means of 

electronic service on ________________________. A copy mailed by US mail to those without electronic email.

MICHAEL L SPRINGER, PRESIDENT

4 RIVERS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC

2731 MILO TERRACE

LEBO, KS 66856

michael.springer@4riverselectric.com

JACKIE HOLMBERG, GENERAL MANAGER

ARK VALLEY ELECTRIC COOP., ASSN., INC.

P.O. BOX 1246

HUTCHINSON, KS 67504

jholmberg@arkvalley.com

MICHAEL VOLKER, GENERAL MANAGER

BROWN-ATCHISON ELEC. COOP. ASSN., INC.

1712 CENTRAL

PO BOX 230

HORTON, KS 66439

mvolker@baelectric.com

KIRK THOMPSON, MANAGER

C. M. S. ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

509 E CARTHAGE

P O BOX 790

MEADE, KS 67864-0790

kthompson@cmselectric.com

REGINA KEWLEY

101 EAST SANTA FE
BURLINGAME, KS 66413

GREG GOETZ, GENERAL MANAGER & CEO ALFALFA 

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

121 E. MAIN STREET

P.O. BOX 39

CHEROKEE, OK 73728-0039

ggoetz@aec.coop

MICHAEL M. MORTON, GENERAL MANAGER 
BLUESTEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

1000 SOUTH WIND DRIVE

PO BOX 5

WAMEGO, KS 66547-0005

mikem@bluestemelectric.com

SARAH MADDEN, OFFICE MANAGER

BUTLER RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSN., INC. 
D/B/A VELOCITY

216 S VINE ST

PO BOX 1242

ELDORADO, KS 67042

smadden@butler.coop

ALLEN A. ZADOROZNY, GENERAL MANAGER CANEY 

VALLEY ELEC. COOP. ASSN., INC.

401 LAWRENCE

PO BOX 308

CEDAR VALE, KS 67024

allenz@sktc.net

ATTN: CITY CLERK

CITY OF ASHLAND

CITY HALL 703 MAIN ST.

PO BOX 547

ASHLAND, KS 67831-0547

ashland@ucom.net

07/09/2024
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ATTN: CITY CLERK

CITY OF COFFEYVILLE

CITY HALL 7TH & WALNUT

PO BOX 1629

COFFEYVILLE, KS 67337

NICK GREGORY, CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR

CITY OF MCPHERSON

400 E KANSAS AVE

P.O. BOX 1008

MCPHERSON, KS 67460-4438

nickg@mcpcity.com

CITY CLERK, CITY CLERK

CITY OF POMONA

219 WEST  A  ST

PO BOX 67

POMONA, KS 66076

cityhall@pomonaks.org

ROY A. ECKERT, CITY MANAGER

CITY OF PRATT

PRATT MUNICIPAL ELEC

321 WEST 10TH

PRATT, KS 67124

lkramer@cityofprattks.com

ATTN: CITY CLERK

CITY OF RUSSELL

CITY HALL 133 WEST 8TH

PO BOX 112

RUSSELL, KS 67665

treasurer@russellcity.org

STEVE COMPO

CITY OF SABETHA

805 MAIN

PO BOX 187

SABETHA, KS 66534

scompo@cityofsabetha.com

ATTN: CITY CLERK

CITY OF WELLINGTON

CITY ADMINISTRATION CENTER

317 S WASHINGTON

WELLINGTON, KS 67152

ATTN: CITY CLERK

CITY OF WINFIELD

200 EAST 9TH

PO BOX 646

WINFIELD, KS 67156

customerservice@winfieldks.org

MICHAEL VOLKER, MANAGER

DONIPHAN ELECTRIC COOP. ASSN, INC.

530 W. JONES

PO BOX 699

TROY, KS 66087-0699

mvolker@donrec.org

TIM POWER, CEO

DS&O ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

201 DAKOTA DR.

PO BOX 286

SOLOMON, KS 67480-2086

tpower@dsoelectric.com

RATES & REG DIRECTOR, RATES AND REGULATORY 

AFFAIRS

EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY

602 S JOPLIN AVENUE

PO BOX 127

JOPLIN, MO 64802

regulatory.information@libertyutilities.com

CATHY DINGES, SR REGULATORY AFFAIRS COUNSEL

EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC

FLOOR #10

818 S KANSAS AVE

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889

cathy.dinges@evergy.com
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CATHY DINGES, ATTORNEY

EVERGY METRO, INC

D/B/A EVERGY KANSAS METRO

One Kansas City Place

1200 Main St., 19th Floor

Kansas City, MO 64105

cathy.dinges@evergy.com

CHARLES GOECKEL,  MANAGER

FLINT HILLS RURAL ELECTRIC COOP. ASSN., INC.

1564 S 1000 RD

PO BOX B

COUNCIL GROVE, KS 66846

chuckg@flinthillsrec.com

STEVEN O. FOSS, CEO

FREESTATE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

1100 SW AUBURN ROAD

TOPEKA, KS 66615

steve.foss@freestate.coop

MARK SCHEIBE, CEO

HEARTLAND RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

110 SOUTH 6TH STREET AREA OFFICE

P.O. BOX 220

MOUND CITY, KS 66056

marks@heartland-rec.com

JAMES W. BIXBY, SENIOR COUNSEL, REGULATORY & 

LEGISLATIVE

ITC GREAT PLAINS, LLC

601 THIRTEENTH STREET NW

STE 710S

WASHINGTON, DC 20010

jbixby@itctransco.com

DAVID G. COHEN, MANAGER, REGULATORY STRATEGY

ITC GREAT PLAINS, LLC

3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 101

TOPEKA, KS 66614-3979

dcohen@itctransco.com

PATRICK WOODS, DIRECTOR, BUSINESS AFFAIRS

ITC GREAT PLAINS, LLC

3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 101

TOPEKA, KS 66614-3979

cwoods@itctransco.com

HOLLY FISHER, ATTORNEY

ITC HOLDINGS CORP

3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 101

TOPEKA, KS 66614

hfisher@itctransco.com

AHSAN LATIF, LITIGATION  COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

ahsan.latif@ks.gov

KYLER C. WINEINGER, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

kyler.wineinger@ks.gov

SUSAN B CUNNINGHAM, SVP/REGULATORY & GOVT 

AFFAIRS & COUNSEL

KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC.

600 SW CORPORATE VIEW

PO BOX 4877

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877

scunningham@kepco.org

PAUL MAHLBERG, GENERAL MANAGER

KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY

6300 W 95TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431

mahlberg@kmea.com



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

24-GIME-002-CPL

MARK CHESNEY, CEO & GENERAL MANAGER

KANSAS POWER POOL

100 N BROADWAY   STE L110

WICHITA, KS 67202

mchesney@kansaspowerpool.org

RICHARD MCLEON, GENERAL MGR.

LANE-SCOTT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

410 S HIGH

PO BOX 758

DIGHTON, KS 67839-0758

richard.mcleon@lanescott.coop

SCOTT WHITTINGTON, GENERAL MANAGER

LYON-COFFEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

2731 MILO TERRACE

LEBO, KS 66856

scottw@lyon-coffey.coop

JAMES BRUNGARDT, MANAGER, REGULATORY 

RELATIONS

MID-KANSAS ELECTRIC COMPANY, LLC

301 W 13TH ST

PO BOX 980

HAYS, KS 67601

jbrungardt@sunflower.net

JUSTIN MACDONALD, VICE PRESIDENT CUSTOMER 

SERVICE

MIDWEST ENERGY, INC.

1330 CANTERBURY DRIVE

PO BOX 898

HAYS, KS 67601-0898

jmacdonald@mwenergy.com

PATRICK PARKE, CEO

MIDWEST ENERGY, INC.

1330 Canterbury Rd

PO Box 898

Hays, KS 67601-0898

patparke@mwenergy.com

KATHLEEN M. O'BRIEN, MANAGER

NEMAHA-MARSHALL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSN., 

INC.

402 PRAIRIE STREET

PO BOX 0

AXTELL, KS 66403-0235

kmobrien@nemaha-marshall.coop

TERESA MILLER, MANAGER

NINNESCAH RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSN., 

INC.

275 NE 20th ST

PO BOX 967

PRATT, KS 67124-0967

tmiller@ninnescah.com

STEPHEN J. EPPERSON, CEO

PIONEER ELECTRIC COOP. ASSN., INC.

1850 W OKLAHOMA

PO BOX 368

ULYSSES, KS 67880-0368

sepperson@pioneerelectric.coop

KIRK A. GIRARD,  CEO

PRAIRIE LAND ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

14935 US HWY 36

PO BOX 360

NORTON, KS 67654-0360

kgirard@ple.coop

DENISE BUFFINGTON

PRAIRIE WIND TRANSMISSION, LLC

818 S KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889

denise.buffington@evergy.com

ROGER COLE

RADIANT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

2731 MILO TERRACE

LEGO, KS 66856

roger.cole@4riverselectric.com
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DOUGLAS J JACKSON, MANAGER

ROLLING HILLS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

3075 B    US HWY 24

PO BOX 339

BELOIT, KS 67420-0339

djackson@rollinghills.coop

SCOTT AYRES, GENERAL MANAGER / CEO

SEDGWICK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSN., 

INC

1355 S 383RD ST WEST

PO BOX 220

CHENEY, KS 67025-0220

sayres@sedgwickcountyelectric.coop

LINDSAY CAMPBELL, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SOUTHERN PIONEER ELECTRIC COMPANY

1850 W OKLAHOMA

PO BOX 430

ULYSSES, KS 67880-0368

lcampbell@pioneerelectric.coop

DAVID HUDSON, DIR REG & PRICING ADMINSTRATION

SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY

D/B/A XCEL ENERGY

6086 SW 48TH AVE

AMARILLO, TX 79209

david.hudson@xcelenergy.com

CONI ADAMS, CEO

SUMNER-COWLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

2223 NORTH A STREET

PO BOX 220 (67152-0220)

WELLINGTON, KS 67152

conia@sucocoop.com

STUART LOWRY, PRESIDENT AND CEO

SUNFLOWER ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION

301 W. 13TH

PO BOX 1020

HAYS, KS 67601-1020

slowry@sunflower.net

ZAC PERKINS, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

4612 ROAD J

PO BOX 880

HOOKER, OK 73945-0880

zperkins@tcec.coop

ANGIE ERICKSON, CEO

TWIN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

22 WEST SPRUCE STREET

MILTONVALE, KS 67466

aerickson@twinvalleyelectric.coop

SHANE LAWS, CEO

VICTORY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSN., INC.

3230 N 14TH ST

PO BOX 1335

DODGE CITY, KS 67801-1335

slaws@victoryelectric.net

TOM RUTH, GENERAL MANAGER

WESTERN COOPERATIVE ELECTRIC ASSN., INC.

635 S 13TH ST

PO BOX 278

WAKEENEY, KS 67672-0278

tomr@westerncoop.com

BRUCE W. MUELLER, GENERAL MANAGER

WHEATLAND ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

101 MAIN ST

PO BOX 230

SCOTT CITY, KS 67871-0230

bmueller@weci.net
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