
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS  

Before Commissioners: Shari Feist Albrecht, Chair 

Jay Scott Emler 

Dwight D. Keen 

In the Matter of a General Investigation 

Regarding the Effect of Federal Income Tax 

Reform on the Revenue Requirements of 

Kansas Public Utilities and Request to Issue 

an Accounting Authority Order Requiring 

Certain Regulated Public Utilities to Defer 

Effects of Tax Reform to a Deferred  

Revenue Account.

) 

) 

) 

) Docket No. 18-GIMX-248-GIV 

) 

) 

) 

) 

ORDER GRANTING STAFF’S MOTIONS TO DISMISS BARTON HILLS AND 

SUBURBAN WATER, GREEN ACRES, AMARILLO, TKO, AND AMERICAN 

ENERGIES 

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas 

(Commission) for consideration and decision.  Having reviewed the pleadings and record, the 

Commission makes the following findings: 

1. On January 18, 2018, the Commission issued an Order Opening General

Investigation and Issuing Accounting Authority Order Regarding Federal Tax Reform (Order) to 

ensure Kansas utilities share the benefits of their reduced federal corporate tax rates with 

customers.

2. In relevant part, the Order placed telecommunication public utilities on notice that

the Commission will undertake an evaluation of each utility to determine whether a rate decrease 

is appropriate as a result of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.1 

3. On June 19, 2018, Commission Staff (Staff) filed a Motion to Dismiss Suburban

Water, Green Acres, Amarillo, TKO, and American Energies because: 

1 Order Opening General Investigation and Issuing Accounting Authority Order Regarding Federal Tax Reform, 

Jan. 18, 2018, ¶ 8. 
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• Suburban Water, Inc. (Suburban) has zero dollars embedded in its rates for federal

income taxes, rendering this Docket inapplicable to Suburban;2

• Green Acres Mobile Home Park, LLC’s (Green Acres) rates do not include any

allowances for federal income taxes, rendering this Docket inapplicable to Green

Acres;3

• Neither Amarillo Natural Gas, Inc.’s (Amarillo) nor Texas-Kansas-Oklahoma Gas,

LLC’s (TKO) rates include cost components for recovery of income taxes, rendering

this Docket inapplicable to Amarillo and TKO;4 and

• The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act would result in $590 annually in American Energies Gas 

Service’s (American Energies) base rates.5 Staff characterizes those savings as de

minimis.6

4. On June 25, 2018, Staff filed a Motion to Dismiss Barton Hills, explaining that 

Barton Hills Water District (Barton Hills, is a small company, providing water service to 

approximately 56 residential customers.7  Staff has been unable to locate the cost of service data 

used to set Barton Hills’ rates in 1996, but believes any tax savings that may exist are de 

minimis.8   

5. Both of Staff’s Motions to Dismiss are voluntary dismissals.  Since there are no

objections to either Motion, the Commission may issue an order of dismissal as a matter of 

course.9  The Commission agrees with Staff that based on the way Suburban’s, Green Acres’, 

2 Staff’s Motion to Dismiss Suburban Water, Green Acres, Amarillo, TKO, and American Energies, June 19, 2018, 

¶5. 
3 Id., ¶ 6. 
4 Id., ¶¶ 7-8. 
5 Id., ¶ 9. 
6 Id. 
7 Staff’s Motion to Dismiss Barton Hills, June 25, 2018, ¶ 5. 
8 Id. 
9 See K.S.A. 60-241(a)(1)(A). 
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Amarillo’s, and TKO’s rates are calculated, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will not affect the rates 

they charge their customers.  Furthermore, the Commission agrees with Staff that the cost of 

attempting to collect any tax savings from American Energies and Barton Hills outweigh the 

savings themselves, it would be fiscally irresponsible to pursue the savings from American 

Energies and Barton Hills.  Accordingly, the Commission grants Staff’s Motions in the interest 

of justice and administrative efficiency and dismisses Suburban Water, Green Acres, Amarillo, 

TKO, American Energies, and Barton Hills.   

THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

A. Staff’s Motion to Dismiss Suburban Water, Green Acres, Amarillo, TKO, and

American Energies is granted. Suburban Water, Green Acres, Amarillo, TKO, and American 

Energies are dismissed without prejudice.

B. Staff’s Motion to Dismiss Barton Hills due to immateriality of tax savings is

granted.  Barton Hills is dismissed without prejudice. 

C. The parties have 15 days from the date this Order was electronically served to

petition for reconsideration.10  

D. The Commission retains jurisdiction over the subject matter and parties to enter

further orders as it deems necessary. 

10 K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1). 
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BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Albrecht, Chair; Emler, Commissioner; Keen, Commissioner 

Dated: ____________________ 

_____________________________ 

Lynn M. Retz 

Secretary to the Commission  

BGF 

07/12/2018
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MONTE PRICE

AMARILLO NATURAL GAS COMPANY

2915 I-40 WEST

AMARILLO, TX 79109

Fax: 806-352-3721

mwprice@anginc.net

BARRY CONSIDINE, PRESIDENT

AMERICAN ENERGIES GAS SERVICE, LLC

136 N MAIN

PO BOX 516

CANTON, KS 67428

barry@americanenergies.com

DAWN GRAFF, MIDSTREAM ACCOUNTING MANAGER

ANADARKO NATURAL GAS COMPANY

1099 18th Street

DENVER, CO 80202

dawn.graff@anadarko.com

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTORNEY

ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P.

216 S HICKORY

PO BOX 17

OTTAWA, KS 66067

Fax: 785-242-1279

jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com

SHELLY M BASS, SENIOR ATTORNEY

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION

5430 LBJ FREEWAY

1800 THREE LINCOLN CENTRE

DALLAS, TX 75240

shelly.bass@atmosenergy.com

KEVIN C FRANK, SENIOR ATTORNEY

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION

5430 LBJ FREEWAY

1800 THREE LINCOLN CENTRE

DALLAS, TX 75240

kevin.frank@atmosenergy.com

JENNIFER G. RIES, VICE PRESIDENT, RATES AND 

REGULATORY AFFAIRS-COLORADO/KANSAS

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION

1555 BLAKE ST STE 400

DENVER, CO 80202

jennifer.ries@atmosenergy.com

JAMES LLOYD

BARTON HILLS WATER DISTRICT

66 NE 20 RD

GREAT BEND, KS 67530-9703

bartonrwd@ruraltel.net

ROBERT J. AMDOR, MANAGER, REGULATORY 

SERVICES

BLACK HILLS/KANSAS GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LLC

D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY

1102 E FIRST ST

PAPILLION, NE 68046

Fax: 402-829-2227

robert.amdor@blackhillscorp.com

ANN STICHLER, SR. REGULATORY 

ANALYST-REGULATORY SERVICES

BLACK HILLS/KANSAS GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LLC

D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY

1102 EAST 1ST ST

PAPILLION, NE 68046

ann.stichler@blackhillscorp.com
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GLENDA CAFER, ATTORNEY

CAFER PEMBERTON LLC

3321 SW 6TH ST

TOPEKA, KS 66606

Fax: 785-233-3040

glenda@caferlaw.com

TERRI PEMBERTON, ATTORNEY

CAFER PEMBERTON LLC

3321 SW 6TH ST

TOPEKA, KS 66606

Fax: 785-233-3040

terri@caferlaw.com

THOMAS J. CONNORS, ATTORNEY AT LAW

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116

tj.connors@curb.kansas.gov

TODD E. LOVE, ATTORNEY

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116

t.love@curb.kansas.gov

DAVID W. NICKEL, CONSUMER COUNSEL

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116

d.nickel@curb.kansas.gov

SHONDA RABB

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116

s.rabb@curb.kansas.gov

DELLA SMITH

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3116

d.smith@curb.kansas.gov

BRENT CUNNINGHAM, VICE PRESIDENT & GENERAL 

MANAGER

CUNNINGHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

220 W MAIN

PO BOX 108

GLEN ELDER, KS 67446

Fax: 785-545-3277

brent@ctctelephony.tv

JOHN R. IDOUX, DIRECTOR KANSAS GOVERNMENTAL 

AFFAIRS

EMBARQ MISSOURI

D/B/A CENTURYLINK

100 CENTURYLINK DR

MONROE, LA 71203

john.idoux@centurylink.com

ANGELA CLOVEN

EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY

PO BOX 127

602 S JOPLIN AVENUE

JOPLIN, MO 64802-0127

Fax: 417-625-5169

angela.cloven@empiredistrict.com

CHRIS KRYGIER, DIRECTOR, RATES AND REGULATORY 

AFFAIRS (CENTRAL REGION)

EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY

602 S JOPLIN AVE

JOPLIN, MO 64801

Fax: 417-625-5169

chris.krygier@libertyutilities.com

CHARLOTTE NORTH, RATES SUPERVISOR

EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY

602 S JOPLIN AVE

JOPLIN, MO 64801

Fax: 417-625-5169

charlotte.north@libertyutilities.com
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GLEASON & DOTY CHTD

401 S MAIN ST STE 10

PO BOX 490
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Fax: 785-842-6800

doty.mark@gmail.com

THOMAS E. GLEASON, JR., ATTORNEY

GLEASON & DOTY CHTD

PO BOX 6

LAWRENCE, KS 66049-0006

Fax: 785-856-6800

gleason@sunflower.com

MICHAEL J. MURPHY,  PRESIDENT & MANAGER

GORHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY

100 MARKET

PO BOX 235

GORHAM, KS 67640

Fax: 785-637-5590

mmurphy@gorhamtel.com

TONYA M MURPHY, SEC/TREA.

GORHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY

100 MARKET

PO BOX 235

GORHAM, KS 67640

Fax: 785-637-5590

tmurphy@gorhamtel.com

ROBERT A. KOCH, PRESIDENT/GEN MGR

H&B COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

108 N MAIN

PO BOX 108

HOLYROOD, KS 67450

Fax: 785-252-3229

robkoch@hbcomm.net

RICHARD BALDWIN, PRESIDENT

HOME TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

211 S MAIN ST

BOX 8

GALVA, KS 67443

Fax: 620-654-3122

rbaldwin@hci-ks.com

MARK WADE, VP OF OPERATIONS

J.B.N. TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
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Fax: 785-866-4121

mark@havilandtelco.com
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TOPEKA, KS 66612-1618

Fax: 785-232-0724

colleen@caplinger.net

ROBERT J. HACK, LEAD REGULATORY COUNSEL

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105

PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679

Fax: 816-556-2787

rob.hack@kcpl.com

RONALD A. KLOTE, DIRECTOR, REGULATORY AFFAIRS

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PLACE

1200 MAIN, 19TH FLOOR

KANSAS CITY, MO 64105

Fax: 816-556-2110

ronald.klote@kcpl.com

TIM RUSH, DIR. REGULATORY AFFAIRS

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105

PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679

Fax: 816-556-2110

tim.rush@kcpl.com

ROGER W. STEINER, CORPORATE COUNSEL

KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105

PO BOX 418679
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roger.steiner@kcpl.com
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BRIAN G. FEDOTIN, DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3354
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MICHAEL NEELEY, LITIGATION COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-271-3167

m.neeley@kcc.ks.gov

JANET BUCHANAN, DIRECTOR- REGULATORY AFFAIRS

KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION OF ONE GAS, INC.

7421 W 129TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213-2713

Fax: 913-319-8622

janet.buchanan@onegas.com

JUDY JENKINS, MANAGING ATTORNEY

KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION OF ONE GAS, INC.

7421 W 129TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213-2713

Fax: 913-319-8622

judy.jenkins@onegas.com

HARRY LEE, PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER

LAHARPE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
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harry.lee@laharpetel.com
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MADISON TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
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mtn.diantha@gmail.com

MARK E. CAPLINGER
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KATHY BILLINGER, CEO/GENERAL MANAGER
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