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Q. What is your name and business address? 1 

A. Thad Triboulet, 137 E. 21st Street, Chanute, Kansas 66720.2 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity?3 

A. I am employed by the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC), Conservation Division, as an4 

Environmental Compliance and Regulatory Specialist (ECRS) for District #3.5 

Q. Would you please briefly describe your background and work experience.6 

A. In 2003, I graduated from Friends University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business7 

Administration. After graduation, I started working at TET Energy and began my career in8 

the oil business. I was also employed by C & E Oil as an oilfield superintendent during this9 

time. As an oilfield superintendent, I monitored and produced oil wells and saltwater disposal10 

wells. I also conducted Mechanical Integrity Tests (MITs) on disposal wells for initial disposal11 

permits and five year tests. Additionally, I oversaw plugging operations and well completions12 

while employed at C & E Oil. Since February 8, 2021, I have been employed by the KCC13 

Conservation Division out of the District #3 office in Chanute, Kansas as an ECRS.14 

Q. What are your duties with the Conservation Division?15 

A. As an ECRS, I am responsible for witnessing and monitoring oil and gas related activities in16 

Chautauqua, Elk, and Greenwood counties in Kansas. My job involves inspections,17 

documentation, investigation, and consultation with lease operators, landowners, and18 

Commission Staff on compliance issues related to oil and gas production in Kansas.19 

Additionally, I witness and monitor mechanical integrity tests, the plugging of wells, and the20 

drilling and completion of oil, gas, injection, and disposal wells. I also investigate spills and21 

complaints. Further, I conduct inspections on new and abandoned wells to verify the exact22 
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location and the status of wells. I work with District Staff and Central Office Staff when 1 

required to complete various projects and requests. 2 

Q. Have you previously testified before this Commission? 3 

A. Yes. 4 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony in this matter? 5 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to discuss the evidence supporting the Commission’s findings 6 

in regard to Thor Operating, LLC (Thor) and/or Quito, Inc. (Quito) improperly conducting oil 7 

and gas operations on Quito’s leases. 8 

Q. Please provide a brief overview of the facts in this docket. 9 

A. The Commission issued a Shut-In and Show Cause Order against Quito and/or Thor based on 10 

my findings that wells on Quito’s leases were in operation. 11 

Q. When did you document Quito and/or Thor improperly conducting oil and gas 12 

operations? 13 

A. On July 18, 2023, I conducted an inspection of Quito’s Sears Lease and found the Sears #30, 14 

API #15-019-26185, to be in operation. My field report is attached to the Commission’s Shut-15 

In and Show Cause Order as Exhibit A. During my inspection, I confirmed the location and 16 

status of the Sears #30 well as in production. My report also includes photos that document 17 

the Sears #30 well in the upstroke and downstroke positions.  18 

Q. Did anyone from the District #3 Office give Quito and/or Thor authorization to operate 19 

the wells on these leases? 20 

A. No, not that I am aware of. 21 

Q. Are you familiar with Mr. Scott Goetz? 22 

A. Yes. 23 
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Q. Can you provide any examples of your interactions with Mr. Goetz? 1 

A. I have interacted with Mr. Goetz on multiple occasions when he appeared on Quito’s behalf 2 

in order to conduct various testing on wells. Specifically, there have been four occasions when 3 

I have been at Quito’s leases to witness a casing integrity test (CIT) conducted on its wells. 4 

Mr. Goetz appeared on Quito’s behalf and conducted CITs as part of his employment. I have 5 

attached documentation about these CITs to my testimony as Exhibit TT-1.  Additionally, 6 

there have been nine occasions when Mr. Goetz has conducted a mechanical integrity test 7 

(MIT) for Quito. Mr. Duane Sims reviewed each of the forms associated with the MITs and 8 

they are attached to his testimony as Exhibit DS-2. 9 

Q. Do you expect the way the leases have been operated will change if the T-1s to Thor are 10 

processed? 11 

A. No. I do not believe the way the leases have been operated will change. I believe Mr. McCann 12 

will still be involved in the operation of any leases transferred from Quito to Thor. 13 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 14 

A. Yes. 15 
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