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State Corporation Commission
of Kansas

THE ST ATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

In the Matter of a General Investigation for the 
Purpose of Investigating Whether Annual or 
Periodic Cost/Benefit Reporting by the SPP 
And Kansas Electric Utilities that Participate 
In SPP is in the Public Interest. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. l 7-SPPE-117-GIE 

JOINT MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE COMMENTS 

COME NOW, Midwest Energy, Inc. ("Midwest"), along with Kansas City Power & 

Light Company, Westar Energy, Inc., Kansas Municipal Energy Agency, Kansas Electric Power 

Cooperative, Inc., Kansas Power Pool, Sunflower Electric Power Corporation, Mid-Kansas 

Electric Company, LLC, ITC Great Plains, LLC, The Empire District Electric Company, and 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (collectively, the "Joint Movants"), and respectfully request that the 

State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas ("Commission" or "KCC") issue an order 

granting the parties an extension of time for an additional sixty (60) days in which to file 

comments responsive to the Commission's January 19, 2017 Order Opening General 

Investigation ("January 19, 2017 Order"). In support of its joint motion for extension of time, 

Joint Movants state as follows: 

1. In its January 19, 2017 Order, the Commission noted that in Docket No. 14-

SPPE-563-SHO the KCC Staff ("Staff') recommended "that a general investigation be opened: 

(1) to investigate the value of requiring SPP to file periodic or annual reports to the Commission 

addressing the benefits of continued SPP membership for Kansas utilities; and (2) to investigate 

the value of requiring regulated Kansas SPP-member Transmission Owners (TOs) to file 

periodic or annual reports addressing utility specific benefits of continued SPP membership for 

each utility's retail ratepayers." 
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2. In its January 19, 2017 Order, the Commission indicated its desire to engage in "a 

thorough and thoughtful discussion as to whether such reporting is in the public interest and, if 

so, what information the report and any associated study should entail." The Commission 

requested that interested parties file comments regarding the sixteen (16) questions from Staffs 

September 29, 2016 Report and Recommendation in Docket No. 17-SPPE-117-GIE ("September 

29, 2016 StaffR&R"), along with any other questions or information the parties deem relevant to 

the issue of the costs and benefits of continued participation in Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

("SPP"). 

3. The questions from the September 29, 2016 Staff R&R upon which the 

Commission requested comments are as follows: 
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(a) In the event that the Commission requires a study to determine the costs and 
benefits associated with continued membership in SPP, what specific 
parameters should be included in the study? 

(b) Should the study be limited to a comparison of production cost savings 
associated with the Integrated Market (IM) versus the increased transmission 
expense and SPP Administration expense associated with membership in 
SPP? 

(c) Should two separate cost/benefit studies be completed with one on the 
cost/benefits of the lM and the other on the cost/benefits of the transmission 
system? 

( d) Should the study be performed by an independent third party consultant, or can 
this analysis be performed by internal expertise within the utilities? 

(e) How often should such a study be updated once performed? 

(t) How quantifiable and objective would such an analysis be? 

(g) Without a study, is it possible to say with certainty whether Kansas ratepayers 
are better off today with Kansas electric utilities being members of SPP? Would 
it be possible after the study? 
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(h) What evidence exists today regarding the costs/benefits of SPP membership 
that Kansas ratepayers are benefitting from Kansas utility participation in 
SPP? 

(i) Over what time period should the study cover? Should the study cover the last 
five years, ten years, or only since the implementation of the IM? 

U) Should the study attempt to reflect the anticipated costs and benefits of 
continued SPP membership for the foreseeable future using data that is known 
or that can be determined with certainty today? 

(k) What alternatives to SPP membership exist for Kansas electric utilities 
today? 

(1) Should the study, if required, compare the costs and benefits of SPP to 
membership in the Midwest Independent System Operator (MISO)? 

(m) What other Regional Transmission Organizations or regional transmission 
planning entities, if any, should be considered in the analysis of alternatives? 

(n) Is it feasible for Kansas to form its own regional transmission planning entity 
similar to what New York and California have done? If so, should the costs and 
benefits of that possibility be evaluated in this study? 

(o) If Kansas utilities were not members of SPP, would there still be 
opportunities to pursue economy energy sales/purchases from the IM? 
Would other entities or SPP still use transmission facilities owned by Kansas 
utilities? To what extent should this be included in the effects of a possible 
cost/benefit study? 

(p) If Kansas utilities were not members of SPP, would there still be 
opportunities for Kansas utilities to sell transmission capacity on the 
facilities located in Kansas and owned by Kansas utilities? To what extent 
should this be included in the effects of a possible cost/benefit study? 

4. The Commission directed interested parties to file initial comments within thirty 

(30) days of the January 19, 2017 Order. Thus, comments are due on February 18, 2017, and, 

because February 18, 2017 falls on a Saturday, the due date becomes Monday, February 20, 

2017 in accordance with K.A.R. 82-1-217(a). 

5. The questions posed in the September 29, 2016 Staff R&R are complex and will 

require significant thought, discussion, research, time, and potentially collaboration among the 
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parties and SPP. Joint Movants submit that an additional sixty (60) days from the comment 

deadline established in the January 19, 2017 Order would assist parties with reviewing data and 

studies and crafting comments to aid the Commission in establishing a record in this proceeding. 

6. Additionally, many of the entities that will likely prepare and submit comments 

have been engaged in the evidentiary hearing in Docket No. 16-KCPE-593-ACQ, Great Plains 

Energy Incorporated's acquisition of Westar, Inc., that adjourned on February 7, 2017. A 

comment deadline of February 20, 2017 unnecessarily compresses the parties' ability to prepare 

detailed comments for the Commission's consideration. 

7. Joint Movants have discussed this joint motion for extension of time with both 

Staff and the Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board, and neither party has voiced any objections to 

either the filing of this joint motion or the requested extension of time. 

WHEREFORE, Joint Movants hereby request an Order granting this Joint Motion for 

Extension of Time and for any such further relief that the Commission may deem just and 

appropriate. 
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FrankA.CafO: Jr. KS Bar # 11678 
Anne E. Callenbach KS Bar #18488 
Polsinelli PC 
900 W 48th Place, Suite 900 
Kansas City, MO 64112 
Tel: 816.572.4760 
Fax:816.817.6496 
fcaro@polsinelli.com 
acallenbach@polsinelli.com 
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• 
STATE OF Mf (.~~v..Jlc 

COUNTY OF .;)"!fl K( I ,J 

) 
)ss. 
) 

VERIFICATION 

Anne E. Callenbach, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and states: 

That she is counsel to Midwest Energy, Inc. in the above-referenced matter; that she has 
read the above and foregoing document, knows and understands the contents thereof and states 
that the statements and allegations contained therein are true and correct, according to her 
knowledge, information and belief. 

Further affiant sayeth not. 

~~ 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of February, 2017. 

My Appointment Expires: 

ANDREAJ. CHILTON 
Notary Public - Notary Seal 

STATE OF MISSOURI 
Jackson County 

My Commission Expires: Nov 14. 2017 
Commission # 13404320 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing 
pleading has been __ emailed, _ faxed, V hand-delivered and/or mailed, First Class, 
postage prepaid, this February 9, 2017, to: T 

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTORNEY 
ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P. 
216 S HICKORY 
PO BOX 17 
OTT AW A, KS 66067 
JFLAHERTY@ANDERSONBYRD.COM 

GLENDA CA FER, ATTORNEY 
CAFER PEMBERTON LLC 
3321 SW 6TH ST 
TOPEKA, KS 66606 
GLENDA@CAFERLA W.COM 

TERRI PEMBERTON, ATTORNEY 
CAFER PEMBERTON LLC 
3321 SW 6TH ST 
TOPEKA, KS 66606 
TERRl@CAFERLA W.COM 

THOMAS J. CONNORS, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
TJ.CONNORS@CURB.KANSAS.GOV 

DA YID W. NICKEL, CONSUMER COUNSEL 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
D.NICKEL@CURB.KANSAS.GOV 

DELLA SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
D.SMITH@CURB.KANSAS.GOV 

SHONDA SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
SD.SMITH@CURB.KANSAS.GOV 
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CURTIS M. IRBY, ATTORNEY 
GLA YES IRBY & RHOADS 
1050 MARKET CENTER 
155NMARKET 
WICHITA, KS 67202 
CMIRBY@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

JOHN R. WINE 
JOHN R. WINE, JR. 
410 NE 43RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66617 
JWINE2@COX.NET 

DENISE M. BUFFINGTON, CORPORATE COUNSEL 
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105) 
PO BOX 418679 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679 
DENISE.BUFFINGTON@KCPL.COM 

ROGER W. STEINER, CORPORA TE COUNSEL 
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105) 
PO BOX 418679 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679 
ROGER.STEINER@KCPL.COM 

MARY TURNER, DIRECTOR, REGULATORY AFFAIR 
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105) 
PO BOX 418679 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679 
MARY .TURNER@KCPL.COM 

NICOLE A. WEHRY, SENIOR PARALEGAL 
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 
ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH FLOOR (64105) 
PO BOX 418679 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679 
NICOLE. WEHR Y@KCPL.COM 

MICHAEL DUENES, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
M.DUENES@KCC.KS.GOV 
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ANDREW FRENCH, SENIOR LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-4027 
A.FRENCH@KCC.KS.GOV 

MARK DOLJAC, DIR RA TES AND REGULATION 
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC. 
600 SW CORPORATE VIEW (66615) 
PO BOX 4877 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877 
MDOLJAC@KEPCO.ORG 

WILLIAM G. RIGGINS, GENERAL COUNSEL 
KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC. 
600 SW CORPORATE VIEW (66615) 
PO BOX 4877 
TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877 
BRIGGJNS@KEPCO.ORG 

PAUL MAHLBERG, GENERAL MANAGER 
KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY 
6300 W 95TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431 
MAHLBERG@KMEA.COM 

SAM MILLS, DIRECTOR PROJECT AND ASSETS MANAGEMENT 
KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY 
6300 W 95TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431 
MILLS@KMEA.COM 

MARK CHESNEY, CEO & GENERAL MANAGER 
KANSAS POWER POOL 
100 N BROADWAY STE Ll 10 
WI CHIT A, KS 67202 
MCIIESNEY@KANSASPOWERPOOL.ORG 

JAMES GING, DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 
KANSAS POWER POOL 
100 N BROADWAY STE Ll 10 
WI CHIT A, KS 67202 
JGING@KANSASPOWERPOOL.ORG 
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LARRY HOLLOWAY, ASST GEN MGR OPERATIONS 
KANSAS POWER POOL 
100 N BROADWAY STE LI 10 
WI CHIT A, KS 67202 
LHOLLOWAY@KANSASPOWERPOOL.ORG 

PATRICK PARKE, VP CUSTOMER SERVICE 
MIDWEST ENERGY, INC. 
1330 CANTERBURY ROAD 
PO BOX 898 
HAYS, KS 67601-0898 
PA TPARKE@MWENERGY.COM 

WILLIAM DOWLING, VP ENGINEERING & ENERGY SUPPLY 
MIDWEST ENERGY, INC. 
1330 CANTERBURY ROAD 
PO BOX 898 
HAYS, KS 67601-0898 
BDOWLING@MWENERGY .COM 

EARNEST LEHMAN, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MANAGER 
MIDWEST ENERGY, INC. 
1330 CANTERBURY ROAD 
PO BOX 898 
HAYS, KS 67601-0898 
ELEHMAN@MWENERGY.COM 

KANDI HUGHES, ATTORNEY 
SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC. 
201 WORTHEN DR 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72223 
KHUGHES@SPP.ORG 

PAUL SUSKIE, EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT REGULATORY AND LEGAL 
SOUTHWEST POWER POOL, INC. 
201 WORTHEN DR 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72223 
PSUSKIE@SPP.ORG 

STEPHEN FOGEL, ATTORNEY 
SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY D/B/A XCEL ENERGY 
816 CONGRESS A VENUE, SUITE 1650 
AUSTIN, TX 78701-2471 
STEPIIEN.E.FOGEL@XCELENERGY.COM 
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RENEE BRAUN, CORPORATE PARALEGAL, SUPERVISOR 
SUNFLOWER ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION 
301W.13TH 
PO BOX 1020 (67601-1020) 
HAYS, KS 67601 
RBRAUN@SUNFLOWER.NET 

JAMES BRUNGARDT, REGULATORY AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATOR 
SUNFLOWER ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION 
301 W. 13TH 
PO BOX 1020 (67601-1020) 
HAYS, KS 67601 
JBRUNGARDT@SUNFLOWER.NET 

BRYANS. OWENS 
THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
602 S. JOPLIN AVENUE, P. 0. BOX 127 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 
BOWENS@EMPIREDISTRICT.COM 

ANGELA M. CLOVEN 
THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
602 S. JOPLIN AVENUE, P. 0. BOX 127 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 
ACI,OVEN@EMPIREDISTRJCT.COM 

BRENTBAKER 
THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
602 S. JOPLIN AVENUE, P. 0. BOX 127 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 
BBAKER@EMPIREDISTRICT.COM 

FRED MEYER 
THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
602 S. JOPLIN AVENUE, P. 0 . BOX 127 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 
FMEYER@EMPIREDISTRICT.COM 

AARON DOLL 
THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
602 S. JOPLIN AVENUE, P. 0. BOX 127 
JOPLIN, MISSOURI 64802 
ADOLL@EMPIREDISTRICT.COM 
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HOLLY FISHER, ATTTORNEY-CAP. PROJECTS & MAINTENANCE 
ITC OREA T PLAINS, LLC 
3500 SW FAIRLAWN RD STE 101 
TOPEKA, KS 66614-3979 
HFISHER@ITCTRANSCO.COM 

JAMES W. BIXBY, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
JAMES W. BIXBY 
601 THIRTEENTH STREET, NW 
SUITE 7105 
WASHINGTON, DC 22205 
JBJXBY@ITCTRANSCO.COM 

THOMAS K. HESTERMANN, MANAGER, REGULATORY RELATIONS 
SUNFLOWER ELECTRIC POWER CORPORATION 
301 W. 13TH 
PO BOX 1020 (67601-1020) 
HAYS, KS 67601 
TKHESTERMANN@SUNFLOWER.NET 

MARK D. CALCARA, ATTORNEY 
WATKINS CALCARA CHTD. 
1321 MAIN ST STE 300 
PO DRAWER 1110 
OREA T BEND, KS 67530 
MCALCARA@WCRF.COM 

TAYLORP.CALCARA,ATTORNEY 
WATKINS CALCARA CHTD. 
1321 MAIN ST STE 300 
PO DRAWER 1110 
GREAT BEND, KS 67530 
TCALCARA@WCRF.COM 

CATHRYN J. DINGES, SENIOR CORPORATE COUNSEL 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
CATIIY.DINGES@WESTARENERGY.COM 

JEFFREY L. MARTIN, VICE PRESIDENT, REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
JEFF.MARTIN@WESTARENERGY.COM 

PATRICK T. SMITH, CORPORATE COUNSEL 
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WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
PO BOX 889 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
PATRICK.SMITH@WESTARENERGY.COM 

LARRY WILKUS, DIRECTOR, RETAIL RA TES 
WESTAR ENERGY, INC. 
FLOOR#lO 
818 S KANSAS AVE 
TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889 
LARRY. WILKUS@WESTARENERGY.COM 

FRANK A. CARO, JR. 
POLSINELLI PC 
900 W 4gTH PLACE, SUITE 900 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64112 
FCARO@POLSINELLI.COM 

ANNE E. CALLENBACH 
POLSINELLI PC 
900 W 48 TH PLACE, SUITE 900 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64112 
ACALLENBACH@POLSINELLI.COM 
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