BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

In the Matter of the Triennial Compliance
Docket for the Integrated Resource Plan of
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. & Evergy Kansas
Metro, Inc. Pursuant to the Commission’s
Order in Docket No. 19-KCPE-096-CPL

Docket No. 24-EKCE-387-CPL
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POST-JOINT FILING COMMENTS OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE NEW ENERGY
ECONOMICS

COMES NOW, The Council for the New Energy Economics (“NEE”) and respectfully
files these Post-Joint Filing Comments addressing the triennial resource planning filing of Evergy
Kansas Central Inc. and Evergy Kansas South, Inc. (together as “Evergy Kansas Central”) and
Evergy Metro, Inc. (“Evergy Kansas Metro”) (collectively, “Evergy”) in the above-referenced
docket. In support of these Post-Joint Filing Comments, NEE states as follows:

I.  Background

1. Upon review of Evergy’s Triennial Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) filing, NEE
identified several deficiencies as described in Comments filed by NEE on October 14, 2024
(“October 14 Comments”). Among the identified deficiencies, NEE observed as follows:

To the extent it has been shared, Evergy’s methodology for forecasting the price of

natural gas does not adequately capture observed trends. We hold the three

scenarios presented by Evergy understate both the probable cost of delivered fuel

and the full extent of market risk.*

NEE’s October 14 Comments described its concerns with the natural gas price forecasts in detail.
At a high level, those concerns include a failure to capture the full observable range of long-term

supply-demand cycles and short-term volatility.> The forecasts also fail to account for regional

specificity, thereby failing to capture potential structural challenges with sourcing gas during

1 October 14 Comments, p. 18.
2]d. at p. 19.
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winter months in the local market.> NEE also notes that there is a lack of stakeholder input and
transparency regarding the forecasting methods, which should be addressed by the Commission.

2. On December 3, 2024, Evergy, NEE, and Sierra Club made a Joint Filing to report
on which of the identified deficiencies were resolved, the proposed resolution to those deficiencies,
and which of the identified deficiencies remained unresolved. The deficiency regarding Evergy’s
natural gas price forecasts was labeled as “NEE Deficiency 7” and was reported as “unresolved.”
All other deficiencies identified by NEE were resolved, as set forth in the Joint Filing.

3. Subsequent to the Joint Filing, the IRP Protocols provide one last opportunity for
the parties to comment on the identified deficiencies and proposed remedies before “[t]he
Commission issues an order which indicates on which items, if any, a hearing will be held and
which also establishes a procedural schedule if necessary.”® Accordingly, NEE is filing these Post-
Joint Filing Comments to request the following relief in the Commission’s forthcoming order.

Il.  Request for Relief

4. NEE requests that the Commission abstain from making a determination on NEE
Deficiency 7 in this Docket and refer the issue for further adjudication in Evergy’s pending
Predetermination Docket.® Evergy’s Predetermination Application in Docket No. 25-EKCE-207-
PRE was filed pursuant to K.S.A. 66-1239. Under that statute, the Commission may consider “if
the [preferred] plan selected by the public utility is reasonable, reliable and efficient.”’ The

“preferred plan” refers to the preferred plan selected by Evergy in its triennial IRP filing submitted

3 [d. at pp. 19-20.

4Joint Filing, ] 17-18 (Dec. 3, 2024).

5 Docket No. 19-KCPE-096-CPL, Order Adopting Integrated Resource Plan and Capital Plan
Framework, Attachment A, p. 6.

6 Docket No. 25-EKCE-207-PRE

7K.S.A. 66-1237(c)(3).
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in this Docket.

5. NEE submits that the Commission must examine NEE Deficiency 7 in order to
determine if the preferred plan selected by Evergy is reasonable, reliable and efficient—especially
as it relates to Evergy’s proposed acquisition of two 710 MW combined cycle gas turbines.
Further, the Commission has established a procedural schedule in the Predetermination Docket
that allows for discovery, testimony, and an evidentiary hearing.  Accordingly, the
Predetermination Docket is a better venue for continuing to adjudicate NEE Deficiency 7. To
avoid prejudicing the Commission’s examination of these issues in the Predetermination Docket,
the Commission should abstain from ruling on the same issues in this Docket.

WHEREFORE, NEE respectfully requests that the Commission abstain from making a
determination on NEE Deficiency 7 in this Docket and refer the issue for further adjudication in
Docket No. 25-EKCE-207-PRE. NEE also requests all other relief to which it is entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/Andrew O. Schulte
Andrew O. Schulte MBN 62194
900 West 48™ Place, Suite 900
Kansas City, Missouri 64112

(816) 691-3731
aschulte@polsinelli.com

ATTORNEY FOR THE COUNCIL FOR THE
NEW ENERGY ECONOMICS
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