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Q. What is your name and business address? 1 

A. Kenny Sullivan, 210 E. Frontview, Suite A, Dodge City, Kansas, 67801. 2 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 3 

A. I am employed by the Conservation Division of the Kansas Corporation Commission 4 

(Commission), District #1 Office, as the District #1 Professional Geologist Supervisor. 5 

Q. Would you please briefly describe your background and work experience? 6 

A. I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Geology from Fort Hays State University in 2011. 7 

Additionally, I received a professional geology license from the State of Kansas in 2021. I 8 

have worked at the Commission for over twelve years. I was an Environmental Compliance 9 

and Regulatory Specialist (ECRS) for three years, a Geology Specialist for six years, and 10 

Supervisor for the past three years. 11 

Q. What duties does your position with the Conservation Division entail? 12 

A. I oversee the daily operations of the District #1 Office as they relate to oil and gas activities. 13 

I currently supervise one Geology Specialist, eight ECRSs, and one Administrative Specialist. 14 

Q. Have you previously testified before this Commission? 15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony in this matter? 17 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to discuss the application for an exception to the 10-year time 18 

limitation of K.A.R. 82-3-111 submitted by Belport Oil, Inc. (Operator) on May 15, 2023, for 19 

five wells belonging to Operator. They are the Oscar West #202 W, Oscar West #204, Oscar 20 

West #403, Oscar West #406, and Oscar West #407 wells (Subject Wells). 21 

Q. When do Commission records indicate the Subject Wells were shut-in? 22 

A. Commission records indicate that the wells were shut-in on the following dates:  23 
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Well Name API Number Shut-In Date 
Oscar West #202 W API #15-185-12874 January 1, 1995 
Oscar West #204 API #15-185-12875 January 1, 1995 
Oscar West #403 API #15-185-12881 January 1, 1990 
Oscar West #406 API #15-185-12884 January 1, 1979 
Oscar West #407 API #15-185-12885 January 1, 1982 

Q. Have the Subject Wells recently passed a Commission Staff-witnessed casing integrity 1 

test? 2 

A. Yes, on May 10, 2023, Operator conducted a satisfactory casing integrity test (CIT) at the 3 

Oscar West #204, Oscar West #403, Oscar West #406, and Oscar West #407. Additionally, 4 

on May 10, 2023, Operator conducted a satisfactory mechanical integrity test (MIT) at the 5 

Oscar West #202 W. Each of the Subject Wells held over 300 pounds of pressure for 30 6 

minutes, which is an indication that the Subject Wells have sufficient casing integrity. 7 

Operator also conducted a CIT on the Subject Wells in December. However, I would note the 8 

CIT for the Oscar West #204 only tested the well to a depth of 1880 feet. This is because 9 

casing leaks have caused Operator to plug the well up to that depth.  10 

Q. Has Operator previously been granted 10-year exceptions for the Subject Wells? 11 

A. Yes. I believe this is the fifth exception application filed by Operator for the Subject Wells. 12 

The dockets for the previous exception applications for an exemption to the 10-year time 13 

limitation at the Subject Wells are Dockets 10-CONS-066-CEXC, 13-CONS-465-CEXC, 14 

16-CONS-4106-CEXC, and 20-CONS-3076-CEXC.  15 

Q. Is there anything about these applications that stands out to you? 16 

A. Yes. I feel like the applications have been generally the same over the 14 years. However, 17 

there are a few things about the applications that stand out. In Docket 10-CONS-066-CEXC, 18 

Operator stated that it would conduct a comprehensive field study within 12 months and 19 

implement the report’s conclusions once it was complete. Approximately three years later, in 20 
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Docket 13-CONS-465-CEXC, Operator stated that it was still developing a comprehensive 1 

development plan, but that all of the Subject Wells would be returned to service within 18 2 

months. Additionally, Operator mentioned it was selling leases in order to obtain financing to 3 

return the Subject Wells to service. Another three years later, in Docket 16-CONS-4106-4 

CEXC, Operator stated that it was still developing its comprehensive development plan, but 5 

failed to provide a timeline for when the Subject Wells would be returned to service. Another 6 

three years later, in Docket 20-CONS-3076-CEXC, Operator stated it was still developing its 7 

comprehensive development plan. However, this application also did not provide a timeline 8 

in which this plan would be implemented.  9 

  Each of these applications preceded the docket and application at issue. It seems clear that 10 

Operator has had sufficient time to implement its development plan regarding the Subject 11 

Wells. Another piece of information that stands out to me is that across each of the 12 

applications, Operator has continually estimated 100,000 recoverable barrels of oil from the 13 

lease. However, KGS records indicate that Operator has sold almost 64,000 barrels of crude 14 

from the Oscar West lease from 2010 to September 2023. Attached to my testimony as Exhibit 15 

KS-1 are the KGS production records from the Oscar West lease. I question the accuracy of 16 

the information provided by Operator in its applications.  17 

Q. Do you believe Operator has provided evidence of a sufficient future use for the wells to 18 

continue temporarily abandoning each of the Subject Wells? 19 

A. No. Paragraph 8 of Operator’s application states that it is currently pursuing financing and/or 20 

partners to equip at least three of the temporarily abandoned wells for production, but the 21 

application does not state which three wells are being referenced. I am aware of a 22 

communication between Commission Legal Staff and Operator that states the three wells 23 
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Operator plans to equip and produce are the Oscar West #202 W, Oscar West #403, and the 1 

Oscar West #406. I have attached a copy of that communication to my testimony as Exhibit 2 

KS-2. However, the email communication does not provide a timeline of when the Oscar West 3 

#202 W, Oscar West #403, and the Oscar West #406 wells will be equipped and produced. I 4 

question whether an operator has a sufficient future use for a well when it does not have the 5 

appropriate financing in place to implement any plan it has. Additionally, there was no 6 

information provided on what the future plans are for the Oscar West #204 and Oscar West 7 

#407.  8 

Q. Is the length of time that the Subject Wells have been temporarily abandoned a concern 9 

to you? 10 

A. Yes. Each of the Subject Wells have been shut-in between 29 and 45 years. In my experience, 11 

wells that have been abandoned for that length of time are never returned to service, and often 12 

end up orphaned. It is also concerning that these wells have not been returned to service 13 

despite there being record oil and gas prices during the time period that these wells have been 14 

temporarily abandoned, especially based on the estimated recoverable reserves Operator 15 

alleges in its application.  16 

Q. Do you have concerns allowing a well that is mostly plugged to continue to be 17 

temporarily abandoned?  18 

A. Yes. As I stated earlier in my testimony, the Oscar West #204 well has been plugged back to 19 

a depth of 1880 feet. In my opinion, it is not appropriate to continue allowing a well that has 20 

been plugged a majority of the way to continue to be temporarily abandoned. First, 21 

considerable work would need to be done by Operator to get to the perforations in the 22 

producing zone. Second, Operator has not provided any reasons why this well should continue 23 
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to be temporarily abandoned. Third, this well has had multiple integrity failures due to casing 1 

leaks, hence why it is plugged up to 1880 feet. There is no guarantee that the well will be able 2 

to maintain integrity if the plugs are drilled out. That is particularly concerning if Operator 3 

attempts to convert the well to an injection well as Operator suggests in some of its previous 4 

applications.  5 

Q. Did Operator provide notice of its Application? 6 

A. Yes. It appears that Operator provided notice of its Application. 7 

Q. Based on your review of this Application, do you believe denying this Application will 8 

cause waste? 9 

A. No, properly plugging these wells can ensure the protection of the untapped oil reserves. 10 

Furthermore, actively producing or using the wellbores as injection for EOR will prevent 11 

waste from occurring.  12 

Q. Based on your review of this Application, do you believe denying this Application will 13 

violate any correlative rights? 14 

A. No. Commission regulations define correlative rights as the privilege of each owner or 15 

producer in a common source of supply to produce from that supply only in a manner or 16 

amount that will not have any of the following effects: (A) Injure the reservoir to the detriment 17 

of others; (B) take an undue proportion of the obtainable oil or gas; or (C) cause undue 18 

drainage between developed leases.  19 

  Here, denying the application will not have any of these three effects. Actively producing 20 

or using the Subject Wells for injection will also not be a violation of correlative rights. 21 

Neither will requiring Operator to plug the Subject Wells. 22 
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Q. Based on your review of this Application, do you believe granting this Application is a 1 

threat to the fresh and usable water resources of the State of Kansas? 2 

A. No, neither denying nor granting this Application poses a threat. If the wells are properly 3 

plugged it will further ensure the protection of fresh and usable water. Additionally, if the 4 

wells are returned to service there is adequate surface casing that has been cemented to surface 5 

to protect the fresh and usable water.   6 

Q. What is your recommendation regarding this application? 7 

A. My recommendation is that Operator’s application should be denied. I believe the four 8 

extension applications previously granted by the Commission have provided Operator ample 9 

time to return the Subject Wells to service. Further, Operator failed to provide a sufficient 10 

future use for the Subject Wells as Operator does not appear to have a plan for the wells or 11 

the financing in place to implement any plan. In particular, the Commission should require 12 

the Oscar West #204 to be plugged based upon its multiple failures and casing squeezes, 13 

which have already caused the well to be plugged back to a depth of 1880 feet. If the 14 

Commission determines the application should be granted in whole or in part, then I believe 15 

Operator should be provided no more than 1 year to either return the wells to service or plug 16 

them given the length of time they have been shut-in by Operator.  17 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 18 

A. Yes. 19 
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Kelcey Marsh [KCC]

From: George Davenport <gldavenport@belport.net>
Sent: Saturday, August 19, 2023 9:04 AM
To: Paula Murray
Cc: Kelcey Marsh
Subject: Re: 23-CONS-3327-CEXC - Belport Oil, Inc.

This is an EXTERNAL EMAIL. Think before clicking a link or opening attachments.  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
Good Morning Paula,  
 
I missed the email sent on July 21st by KCC Legal Staff, and apologize for creating extra work for you and 
KCC staff. 
 
As to which TA wells will be equipped and produced, Belport plans to equip the following TA wells for 
production: 
 
Oscar West 202:   
 
Oscar West 403: 
 
Oscar West 406: 
 
Depending on their production results, T/A # 407 also might be equipped and produced. 
 
The attached Motion for the Designation of a Presiding Officer also indicates questions about the Oscar West 
#204: why was it only was tested from 1,880’ to surface? 
 

The Oscar West 204 has been plugged properly from TD to 1,880’.  With commission approval, and 
subject to annual MIT tests, we did not complete the plugging of the upper portion of the wellbore to 
reduce the amount of cement that we would have to drill out if/when this well needs to be converted to 
production or restored to injection. 
 
We are monitoring the integrity of the casing from 1,880’ to surface by annual Casing Integrity Tests and 
would prefer to preserve the wellbore for future use, if justified, rather than plug it to surface now. 
 
 

Please feel free to call or email with any questions or if you wish to discuss any aspect of Belport’s application 
in more detail.  My phone number is (9180 637-5476, and I have flagged my email system to highlight emails 
from Paula and/or Kelcey so I don’t miss the next one. 

 
Thank You.  
 
George Davenport 
President 
Belport Oil, Inc. 
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On Aug 18, 2023, at 3:20 PM, Paula Murray <p.murray@kcc.ks.gov> wrote: 
 
The following filing was serviced out today by means of first class mail and electronic service to all 
parties. 
  
Motion for the Designation of a Presiding Officer and the Scheduling of a Prehearing Conference 
https://estar.kcc.ks.gov/estar/ViewFile.aspx/20230818150048.pdf?Id=6caf0ee6‐c020‐4937‐80b1‐
916135be7b0f 
  
Thanks, 
Paula Murray 
Legal Assistant 
   
<image001.jpg> 
   
Conservation Division 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
266 N Main, Suite 220  |  Wichita, KS  |  67202-1513 
Phone (316) 337-6208  |  Fax (316) 337-6211  |  http://kcc.ks.gov/ 
   
This transmission, email and any files transmitted with it, may be: (1) subject to the Attorney-Client Privilege, (2) an attorney work 
product, or (3) strictly confidential under federal or state law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you may not use, 
disclose, print, copy or disseminate this information. If you have received this transmission in error, notify the sender (only) and 
delete the message. This message may also be subject to disclosure under the KORA, K.S.A. 2010 Supp. 45-215 et seq. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

23-CONS-3327-CEXC

I, the undersigned, certify that a true and correct copy of the attached Prefiled Direct Testimony of Kenny 
Sullivan has been served to the following by means of electronic service on January 26, 2024.

MICHAEL MAIER
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 1
210 E. FRONTVIEW SUITE A
DODGE CITY, KS 67801
m.maier@kcc.ks.gov

KELCEY MARSH, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
CENTRAL OFFICE
266 N. MAIN ST, STE 220
WICHITA, KS 67202-1513
k.marsh@kcc.ks.gov

JONATHAN R. MYERS, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
266 N. Main St., Ste. 220
WICHITA, KS 67202-1513
j.myers@kcc.ks.gov

JONATHAN A. SCHLATTER, ATTORNEY
MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK & KENNEDY CHTD
300 N MEAD STE 200
WICHITA, KS 67202-2745
jschlatter@morrislaing.com

ROBYN STALKFLEET, ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 1
210 E. FRONTVIEW SUITE A
DODGE CITY, KS 67801
r.stalkfleet@kcc.ks.gov

KENNY SULLIVAN, DISTRICT #1 SUPERVISOR
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 1
210 E. FRONTVIEW SUITE A
DODGE CITY, KS 67801
k.sullivan@kcc.ks.gov

Paula J. Murray
/s/ Paula J. Murray




