
BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

 

 

 In the Matter of the Kansas Open Records  

 Act Request dated August 23, 2023, by  

 James Zakoura.  

    

) 

)     Docket No. 24-GIMX-238-MIS 

)

RESPONSE TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION  

 

COMES NOW, the Citizens’ Utility Ratepayer Board (“CURB”) and responds to the petition 

for reconsideration filed by James Zakoura. In response, CURB states and alleges as follows: 

1. On August 23, 2023, the Kansas Corporation Commission (“Commission”) received a 

Kansas Open Records Act (KORA) request from James Zakoura pursuant to K.S.A. 45-215 et. seq.1 

Mr. Zakoura requested that certain redacted invoices related to the price of gas paid by Black Hills 

during Winter Storm Uri, be replaced with un-redacted copies of the same invoices. Mr. Zakoura 

stated that the un-redacted records would permit an examination of whether the payments made to 

Black Hills’ suppliers were consistent with Kansas law.2  

2. On August 29, 2023, Black Hills responded, alleging that the information request 

should not be granted because the information requested was considered a trade secret and that 

disclosure would cause substantial harm to the public by interfering with Black Hills’ ability to 

acquire gas supplies and serve the public at a reasonable price.3 

3. On October 12, 2023, the Commission denied Mr. Zakoura’s KORA request on the 

basis of K.S.A. 45-221(a)(1) and K.S.A. 66-1220a4. These statutes provide, in principal part:  

K.S.A. 45-221(a) Except to the extent disclosure is otherwise required by law, a public 

agency shall not be required to disclose: 

                                                           
1 Kansas Open Records Request of Jim Zakoura. August 23, 2023. 
2 Id. 
3 Black Hills Response to Kansas Open Records Request, pg. 2. August 29, 2023. 
4 Order on KORA Request pgs. 2-4. October 12, 2023.  
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