
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson 

Dwight D. Keen 

Susan K. Duffy 

In the matter of the application of Merit Energy 

Company, LLC for an order granting an 

exception to the oil production allowable 

assigned to its Black Knight 28-1 located in the 

SE/4 of Section 28, Township 27 South, Range 

33 West, Haskell County, Kansas. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 Docket No: 21-CONS-3211-CALL 

 CONSERVATION DIVISION 

 License No.: 32446 

ORDER MAKING UNREDACTED APPLICATION PUBLIC 

AND GRANTING APPLICATION 

Merit Energy Company, LLC (Operator) requests a production allowable in excess of that 

authorized by K.A.R. 82-3-203; Commission Staff supports the request. In turn, Commission Staff 

requests the un-redacted version of Operator’s application be made public, reporting that Operator is 

not opposed. As further described below, both requests are granted. 

I. Procedural Background

1. On April 7, 2021, Operator filed an application for an exception to the oil production

allowable described in K.A.R. 82-3-203 for its Black Knight #28-1 well, filing both a redacted public 

version of the application and an un-redacted confidential version. On June 2, 2021, Commission 

Staff motioned for the designation of a presiding officer and the scheduling of a prehearing 

conference, stating, essentially, that it did not recommend approval of the application due to the 

confidential status of the un-redacted filing.1 

2. On June 8, 2021, the Commission designated a presiding officer for prehearing matters

and set a June 24, 2021, prehearing conference. On June 9, 2021, Staff motioned to make the un-

redacted version of Operator’s application public, stating that Operator was not opposed, and that 

1 See Motion for the Designation of a Presiding Officer and the Scheduling of a Prehearing Conference, ¶ 3 (“Based on 

the confidentiality of the application filed by Operator, Staff does not recommend approval at this time…”). 
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upon review of the application and resolution of the confidentiality issue, Staff recommended granting 

Operator’s application. On June 24, 2021, the presiding officer cancelled the prehearing conference. 

II. Jurisdiction

3. K.S.A. 74-623 provides that the Commission has the exclusive jurisdiction and

authority to regulation oil and gas activities. 

4. K.A.R. 82-3-203 provides oil production allowables based on depth and allows for the

filing of an application for an exception to the oil production allowables. 

III. Analysis/Findings of Fact

5. Operator requests a special oil production allowable of 300 barrels per day, effective

as of January 1, 2021, for its Black Knight #28-1 well, API #15-081-22198, located in Section 28, 

Township 27 South, Range 33 West, Haskell County. Under K.A.R. 82-3-203, the well would be 

assigned an oil production allowable of 200 barrels per day.2 

6. Operator’s application contains all that is required under K.A.R. 82-3-203(b).

7. Notice was properly served and published. In excess of 15 days have elapsed since

publication.3 No protest to the grant of the application was filed. 

8. Making Operator’s un-redacted application publicly available is in the public interest.

9. Upon review of Operator’s application and in light of Staff’s recommendation, the

Commission finds granting Operator’s application will prevent waste, will protect correlative rights, 

and will have no meaningful impact on pollution.4 

IV. Conclusions of Law

10. In light of the above, Operator’s application should be granted.

2 The Black Knight #28-1 produces from the Morrow, a non-prorated pool, at a depth of about 5,200 feet (see 

Application, ¶ ¶ 4, 6); K.A.R. 82-3-203(a) provides an oil production allowable of 200 barrels per day for wells 

producing from a depth of 4,001 to 6,000 feet. 
3 See K.A.R. 82-3-135a(e). 
4 See K.A.R. 82-3-100(b). 
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THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

A. Operator’s application is granted. The Black Knight #28-1 is assigned a special oil

production allowable of 300 barrels per day, effective as of January 1, 2021. 

B. At such time as oil production from the Black Knight #28-1 decreases to the point that

the special production allowable is no longer needed, the special production allowable shall become 

void, and the well shall be subject to any relevant allowable in the general rules and regulations. 

C. A copy of Operator’s un-redacted application is attached to this order.

D. Operator’s application is being granted via summary proceedings; thus, this order does

not take effect until after the time for requesting a hearing has expired.5 Any party may request a 

hearing on the above issues by submitting a written request setting forth the specific grounds upon 

which relief is sought, to the Commission at 266 N. Main, Suite 220, Wichita, Kansas 67202, within 

15 days from the date of service of this order.6 If a hearing is not requested, then this order shall 

become effective upon expiration of the time for requesting hearing.7 

E. If this order becomes effective, then any party may file and serve a petition for

reconsideration pursuant to the requirements and time limits established by K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1).8 

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Duffy, Commissioner 

Dated:  ____________________________ _____________________________ 

Lynn M. Retz 

Executive Director 

Mailed Date: ________________________ 

JRM 

5 See K.S.A. 77-537. 
6 See K.S.A. 77-542. 
7 See K.S.A. 77-537. 
8 See K.S.A. 55-606; K.S.A. 77-503(c); K.S.A. 77-531(b). 
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I, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the following by means of 

electronic service and a copy sent by US Mail, postage prepaid, on ________________________.

JAKE EASTES, GEOLOGIST SPECIALIST

KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
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KATHERINE MCCLURKAN, REGULATORY ANALYST

MERIT ENERGY COMPANY, LLC
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DALLAS, TX 75240

kathy.mcclurkan@meritenergy.com

JONATHAN A. SCHLATTER, ATTORNEY
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jschlatter@morrislaing.com

/S/ DeeAnn Shupe
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