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I. INTRODUCTION:
Please state your name and business address.
My name is Mike Kelly. My business address is Johnson County Government, 111 S.
Cherry Street, Suite 3100, Olathe, Kansas 66061.
By whom and in what capacity are you employed?
| am the elected chairman at large of the Board of County Commissioners. | am the official
spokesperson and representative of the Board of Commissioners of Johnson County,
Kansas.
On whose behalf are you testifying?
I am testifying on behalf of the Board of Commissioners for Johnson County, Kansas.
What are your responsibilities?
Under the Johnson County Home Rule charter, my responsibilities include leading the
Commission in developing its long-range plans, and policies, establishing annual priorities,
and planning for economic growth and stability of Johnson County Government.
Please describe your education, experience and employment history.
| hold a juris doctorate from the University of Kansas School of Law and a Bachelor of
Arts in Journalism and Political Science. | was elected to the Board of County
Commissioners of Johnson County, Kansas in November of 2022 and my term is four (4)
years from January 13, 2023 through December 31, 2026. | am also Senior Counsel at Hush
Blackwell focusing on real estate, design, and construction litigation and licensed to
practice law in the State of Kansas and Missouri.
Have you previously testified in any proceedings before the Kansas Corporation

Commission (“Commission” or “KCC”) or before any other utility regulatory agency?
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No.
Please describe the purpose of your testimony?
The purpose of my testimony is to support Evergy Kansas Central and Evergy Kansas
Metro's petition for determination of ratemaking principles and treatment related to the
proposed construction and acquisition of:
e 50% interest in the 710 MW Viola Generating Station (combined cycle gas turbine)
e 50% interest in the 710 MW McNew Generating Station (combined cycle gas
turbine)
e 200 MWDC (159 MWAC) Kansas Sky solar generation facility.
As Kansas's most populous county and a major economic engine for the region, the County
seeks specific commitments from Evergy to ensure these investments align with county
priorities for economic growth, competitive prices, energy reliability, and sustainability.
Il. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
Please summarize the key points of your testimony.
The County is requesting Evergy’s specific commitments to the following:
1. Carbon-Free Electricity Tariff Development
a) Develop and obtain Kansas Corporation Commission approval for a 24/7 carbon-
free electricity tariff that:
e Incorporates renewable energy sources
e Includes battery storage components
e Considers carbon free generation sources
e Complements existing programs like the Renewables Direct tariff

b) Design the tariff to:
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Support economic development initiatives
Meet existing customer sustainability goals
Attract high skilled technology manufacturing and data centers

Enhance competitiveness for business attraction

2. Community Solar, Energy Storage, and Energy Efficiency Investments

a) Commit to investing in 100MW of community solar + storage and 50 MW of

energy efficiency through:

Community solar projects
Energy storage solutions

Energy efficiency investments

b) Develop programs that serve:

Commercial customers

Residential customers

Public facilities

Educational institutions

3. Transmission Infrastructure Investments

a) Network Planning:

Ensure transmission planning considers future load growth in Johnson
County
Coordinate transmission upgrades with local development plans

Prioritize grid reliability for critical facilities and growth areas

b) Infrastructure Development:

Minimize community impacts during transmission construction
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e Consider underground transmission where feasible
e Coordinate with County planning for rights-of-way and easements
e Integrate with planned transportation corridors where possible

c) Cost Allocation:
e Support Base Plan funding through SPP processes to spread costs regionally
e Ensure equitable allocation of network upgrade costs
e Consider impacts on local economic development

d) Grid Resilience:
e Enhance transmission capacity for renewable integration
e Improve interconnection with regional grid
e Support redundancy for critical infrastructure areas

I1l. CONCLUSION
Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes.



STATE OF KANSAS )
COUNTY OF JOHNSON ;SS:
VERIFICATION
Mike Kelly, being duly sworn upon his oath deposes and state that he is the Chair of the
Board of County Commissioners of Johnson County, Kansas, that he has read and is familiar with

the foregoing Testimony, and attests that the statements contained therein are true and correct to

the best of his knowledge, information and belief.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this y of v

My Appointment Expires:

JESSIKA D, HOEM
Notary Public, State of Kansas
= M 0 T s




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

25-EKCE-207-PRE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that on March 14, 2025, the above and foregoing Direct
Testimony was served via electronic service to the following:

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTORNEY
ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P.

216 S HICKORY

PO BOX 17

OTTAWA, KS 66067-0017
jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com

SHELLY M BASS, SENIOR ATTORNEY
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION

5430 LBJ FREEWAY

1800 THREE LINCOLN CENTRE
DALLAS, TX 75240
shelly.bass@atmosenergy.com

KATHLEEN R OCANAS, DIVISION VP
OF RATES & REGULATORY AFFAIRS

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION
25090 W 110TH TERR

OLATHE, KS 66061
Kathleen.Ocanas@atmosenergy.com

JOSEPH R. ASTRAB, CONSUMER
COUNSEL

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER
BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Joseph.Astrab@ks.gov

TODD E. LOVE, ATTORNEY
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER
BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Todd.Love@ks.gov

SHONDA RABB

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER
BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Shonda.Rabb@ks.gov

DELLA SMITH

CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER
BOARD

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Della.Smith@ks.gov

RANDALL F. LARKIN, ATTORNEY
CITY OF LAWRENCE

PO BOX 708

LAWRENCE, KS 66044
rlarkin@lawrenceks.org

BRANDON MCGUIRE, ASST. CITY
MANAGER

CITY OF LAWRENCE

PO BOX 708

LAWRENCE, KS 66044
bmcguire@lawrenceks.org

KATHY RICHARDSON, SUSTAINABIL
ITY DIRECTOR

CITY OF LAWREN CE

PO BOX 708

LAWRENCE, KS 66044
krichardson@lawrenceks.org

TONI WHEELER, DIRECTOR, LEGAL
SERVICES DEPT.

CITY OF LAWRENCE

CITY HALL

6 EAST SIXTH ST

LAWRENCE, KS 66044
twheeler@lawrenceks.org

DOROTHY BARNETT
CLIMATE & ENERGY PROJECT
PO BOX 1858

HUTCHINSON, KS 67504-1858
barnett@climateandenergy.org


mailto:jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com
mailto:shelly.bass@atmosenergy.com
mailto:Kathleen.Ocanas@atmosenergy.com
mailto:Joseph.Astrab@ks.gov
mailto:Todd.Love@ks.gov
mailto:Shonda.Rabb@ks.gov
mailto:Della.Smith@ks.gov
mailto:rlarkin@lawrenceks.org
mailto:bmcguire@lawrenceks.org
mailto:krichardson@lawrenceks.org
mailto:twheeler@lawrenceks.org
mailto:barnett@climateandenergy.org

CATHRYN J. DINGES, SR DIRECTOR
& REGULATORY AFFAIRS COUNSEL
EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC
818 S KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889

Cathy.D inges@evergy.com

LESLIE WINES, Sr. Exec. Admin. Asst.
EVERGY KANSAS CENTRAL, INC
818 S KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889
leslie.wines@evergy.com

DANIEL JBULLER, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

7500 COLLEGE BOULEVARD,

STE 1400

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66201-4041
dbu ller@foulston.com

MOLLY E MORGAN, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

1551 N. Waterfront Parkway

Suite 100

Wichita, KS 67206
mmorgan@foulston.com

SARAH C.OTTO

FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

7500 COLLEGE BOULEVARD,

STE 1400

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66201-4041
sotto@foulston.com

LEE M SMITHYMAN, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

7500 COLLEGE BOULEVARD,

STE 1400

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66201-4041
Ismithyman@foulston.com

C. EDWARD WATSON, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

1551 N WATERFRONT PKWY STE 100
WICHITA, KS 67206-4466
cewatson@foulston.com

JAMES P ZAKOURA, ATTORNEY
FOULSTON SIEFKIN LLP

7500 COLLEGE BOULEVARD,

STE 1400

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66201-4041
jzakoura@foulston.com

KEVIN M FOWLER, COUNSEL
FRIEDEN & FORBES, LLP

1414 SW ASHWORTH PLACE STE 201
TOPEKA, KS 66604
kfowler@fflawllp.com

CONSTANCE CHAN, SENIOR
CATEGORY MANAGER -
ELECTRICITY & BUSINESS TRAVEL
HF SINCLAIR EL DORADO REFINING
LLC

2323 VICTORY AVE. STE 1400
DALLA, TX 75219
constance.chan@hfsinclair.com

JON LINDSEY, CORPORATE
COUNSEL

HF SINCLAIR EL DORADO REFINING
LLC

550 E. SOUTH TEMPLE

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84102
jon.lindsey@hfsinclair.com

BRIAN G. FEDOTIN, GENERAL
COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION
COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Brian.Fedotin@ks.gov

JUSTIN GRADY, CHIEF OF REVENUE
REQUIREMENTS, COST OF SERVICE
& FINANCE

KANSAS CORPORATION
COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604
Justin.Grady@ks.gov


mailto:Cathy.Dinges@evergy.com
mailto:Ieslie.wines@evergy.com
mailto:dbuller@foulston.com
mailto:mmorgan@foulston.com
mailto:sotto@foulston.com
mailto:Ismithyman@foulston.com
mailto:cewatson@fouIston.com
mailto:jzakoura@foulston.com
mailto:kfowler@fflawllp.com
mailto:constance.chan@hfsinclair.com
mailto:jon.lindsey@hfsinclair.com
mailto:Brian.Fedotin@ks.gov
mailto:Justin.Grady@ks.gov

PATRICK HURLEY, CHIEF
LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION
COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Patrick.Hurley@ks.gov

CARLY MASENTHIN, LITIGATION
COUNSEL

KANSAS CORPORATION
COMMISSION

1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
Carly.Masenthin@ks.gov

JANET BUCHANAN, DIRECTOR OF
RATES & REGULATORY

KANSAS GAS SERVICE, ADIVISION
OF ONE GAS, INC.

7421 W 129TH STREET

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213
janet.buchanan@onegas.com

LORNA EATON, MANAGER OF
RATES AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS
KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION
OF ONE GAS, INC.

7421 W 129TH STREET

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213
lorna.eaton@onegas.com

ROBERT E. VINCENT, MANAGING

ATTORNEY

KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION
OF ONE GAS, INC.

7421 W. 129TH STREET

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213
robert.vincent@onegas.com

PAUL MAHLBERG, GENERAL
MANAGER

KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY
AGENCY

6300 W 95TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431
mahlberg@kmea.com

TERRI JPEMBERTON, GENERAL
COUNSEL

KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY
AGENCY

6300 W 95TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431
pem berton@kmea.com

DARREN PRINCE, MANAGER,
REGULATORY & RATES

KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY
AGENCY

6300 W 95TH ST

OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212-1431
prince@kmea.com

JAMES GING, DIRECTOR
ENGINEERING SERVICES
KANSAS POWER POOL

100 N BROADWAY STE LIIO
WICHITA, KS 67202

jging@kpp.agency

COLIN HANSEN, CEO/GENERAL
MANAGER

KANSAS POWER POOL

100 N BROADWAY STE LIIO
WICHITA, KS 67202
chansen@kpp.agency

LARRY HOLLOWAY, ASST GEN MGR
OPERATIONS

KANSAS POWER POOL

100 N BROADWAY STE LIIO
WICHITA, KS 67202

Iholloway @kpp.agency

ALISSA GREENWALD, ATTORNEY
KEYES & FOX LLP

1580 LINCOLN STREET STE 1105
DENVER, CO 80203
AGREENWALD@KEYESFOX.COM

JASON KEYES, PARTNER
KEYES & FOX LLP

580 CALIFORNIA ST 12TH FLOOR
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104
JKEYES@KEYESFOX.COM


mailto:Patrick.Hurley@ks.gov
mailto:Carly.Masenthin@ks.gov
mailto:janet.buchanan@onegas.com
mailto:lorna.eaton@onegas.com
mailto:robert.vincent@onegas.com
mailto:mahlberg@kmea.com
mailto:pemberton@kmea.com
mailto:prince@kmea.com
mailto:jging@kpp.agency
mailto:chansen@kpp.agency
mailto:lholloway@kpp.agency
mailto:AGREENWALD@KEYESFOX.COM
mailto:JKEYES@KEYESFOX.COM

PATRICK PARKE, CEO
MIDWEST ENERGY, INC.
1330 Canterbury Rd

PO Box 898

Hays, KS 67601-0898
patparke@mwenergy.com

AARON ROME, VPOFENERGY
SUPPLY

MIDWEST ENERGY, INC.

1330 CANTERBURY DRIVE

PO BOX 898

HAYS, KS 67601-0898
arome@mwenergy.com

VALERIE SMITH, ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK &
KENNEDY

800 SW JACKSON

SUITE 1310

TOPEKA, KS 66612-1216
vsmith@morrislaing.com

TREVOR WOHLFORD, ATTORNEY
MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK &
KENNEDY

800 SW JACKSON

SUITE 1310

TOPEKA, KS 66612-1216
twohlford@morrislaing.com

GLENDA CAPER, MORRIS LAING
LAW FIRM

MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK &
KENNEDY CHTD

800 SW JACKSON STE 1310
TOPEKA, KS 66612-1216
gcafer@morrislaing.com

RITA LOWE, PARALEGAL
MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK &
KENNEDY CHTD

300 N MEAD STE 200

WICHITA, KS 67202-2745
rlowe@morrislaing.com

WILL B. WOHLFORD, ATTORNEY
MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK &
KENNEDY CHTD

300 N MEAD STE 200

WICHITA, KS 67202-2745
wwohlford@morrislaing.com

ASHOK GUPTA, EXPERT
NATIONAL RESOURCES DEFENSE
COUNCIL

20 N WACKER DRIVE SUITE 1600
CHICAGO, IL 60606
agupta@nrdc.org

DAN BRUER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NEW ENERGY ECONOMICS

1390 YELLOW PINE AVE

BOULDER, CO 80305
DAN.BRUER@NEWENERGYECONOM
ICS.ORG

TIM OPITZ

OPITZ LAW FIRM, LLC

308 E. HIGH STREET

SUITE BIOI

JEFFERSON CITY, MO 65101
tim.opitz@opitzlawfirm.com

ANNEE.CALLENBACH, ATTORNEY
POLSINELLI PC

900 W 48TH PLACE STE 900
KANSAS CITY, MO 64112
acallenbach@polsinelli.com

FRANK A.CARO,ATTORNEY
POLSINELLI PC

900 W 48TH PLACE STE 900
KANSAS CITY, MO 64112
fcaro@polsinelli.com

JARED R. JEVONS, ATTORNEY
POLSINELLI PC

900 W 48TH PLACE STE 900
KANSAS CITY, MO 64112
JJEVONS@POLSINELLI.COM


mailto:patparke@mwenergy.com
mailto:arome@mwenergy.com
mailto:vsmith@morrislaing.com
mailto:twohlford@morrislaing.com
mailto:gcafer@morrislaing.com
mailto:rlowe@morrislaing.com
mailto:wwohlford@morrislaing.com
mailto:agupta@nrdc.org
mailto:tim.opitz@opitzlawfirm.com
mailto:acallenbach@polsinelli.com
mailto:fcaro@polsinelli.com
mailto:JJEVONS@POLSINELLI.COM

GREG WRIGHT

PRIORITY POWER MGT.
12512 AUGUSTA DR
KANSAS CITY, KS 66109
gwright@prioritypower.com

JAMES OWEN, COUNSEL
RENEW MISSOURI ADVOCATES
915 EASH STREET
COLUMBIA, MO 65201
JAMES@RENEWMO.ORG

TIMOTHY JLAUGHLIN, ATTORNEY
SCHOONOVER & MORIARTY, LLC
130 N. CHERRY STREET, STE 300
OLATHE, KS 66061
tlaughlin@schoonoverlawfirm.com

ROBERT R. TITUS
TITUS LAW FIRM, LLC
7304 W. 130th St.

Suite 190

Overland Park, KS 66213
rob@tituslawkc.com

J.T. KLAUS, ATTORNEY
TRIPLETT, WOOLF &
GARRETSON, LLC

2959 N ROCK RD STE 300
WICHITA, KS 67226
jtklaus@twgfirm.com

KACEY S MAYES, ATTORNEY
TRIPLETT, WOOLF & GARRETSON,
LLC

2959 N ROCK RD STE 300
WICHITA, KS 67226
ksmayes@twgfirm.com

TIMOTHY E. MCKEE, ATTORNEY
TRIPLETT, WOOLF & GARRETSON,
LLC

2959 N ROCK RD STE 300
WICHITA, KS 67226
TEMCKEE@TWGFIRM.COM

JOHN J. MCNUTT, General Attorney
U.S. ARMY LEGAL SERVICES
AGENCY

REGULATORY LAW OFFICE

9275 GUNSTON RD., STE. 1300
FORT BELVOIR, VA 22060-5546
john.j.mcnutt.civ@army.mil

DAN LAWRENCE, GENERAL
COUNSEL - USD 259

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 259
903 SEDGEMOOR RM 113
WICHITA, KS 67218
dlawrence@usd259.net

KEVIN K. LACHANCE, CONTRACT
LAW ATTORNEY

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE

ADMIN & CIVIL LAW DIVISION
OFFICE OF STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE
FORT RILEY, KS 66442
kevin.k.lachance .civ@army.mil

s/ Peggy Trent

Peggy Trent, Chief Counsel
The Board of County
Commissioners of Johnson
County



mailto:gwright@prioritypower.com
mailto:JAMES@RENEWMO.ORG
mailto:tlaughlin@schoonoverlawfirm.com
mailto:rob@tituslawkc.com
mailto:jtklaus@twgfirm.com
mailto:ksmayes@twgfirm.com
mailto:TEMCKEE@TWGFIRM.COM
mailto:john.j.mcnutt.civ@army.mil
mailto:dlawrence@usd259.net
mailto:kevin.k.lachance%20.civ@army.mil



