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In the Matter of the Application of i-wireless, LLC )
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This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas
(Commission) for consideration and determination. Having examined its files and records, the
Commission finds:

1. On May 29, 2012, i-wireless, LLC (i-wireless) filed an Application requesting
designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) for federal low-income Lifeline-
only support purposes in the State of Kansas. i-wireless sought designation to provide Lifeline
service to qualifying consumers in specific Southwestern Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T
Kansas (AT&T insas) wire centers and specific Rural Local Exchange Carrier (RI ™7)
exchang . specifically identified below. i-wireless also requested redefinition of the service areas
to the exchange level for several RLECs, also identified below.

2. On August 29, 2012, the Commission Staff (Staff) submitted its Report and
Recommendation (R&R) dated August 22, 2012, recommending approval of i-wireless’
Application. On Septe der 6, 2012, the Commission issued an Order Granting Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Status to i-wireless (2012 Order). The 2012 Order adopted Staff’s
R&R, and found i-wireless’ Application reasonable, in the public interest, and should be granted.

The Commission designated i-wireless as an ETC for Federal Universal Service Fund (FUSF) low-



income Li” "1 only support purpo 3intl  wchar ‘s identified below. TI Commission also
found that i-wireless’ request for redefinition of the service areas to the ex: ange level for RLECs
Cunningham, LaHarpe, Mo-Kan, Moundridge, Peoples, Rainbow, S&A, Wamego, and Zenda
should be approved, however, FCC approval was required prior to receiving FUSF low-income
support for such areas.

3. On August 3, 2015, Cunningham, LaHarpe, Moundridge, Wamego, and Zenda filed
a Petition for Judicial Review, challenging the 2012 Order. Following a lengthy appeal, i-wireless
and the Commission agreed to hav this issue remanded to the Commission to amend the 20"~
Order to delete references to Cunningham, LaHarpe, Moundridge, Wamego, and Zenda from
Paragraph 7 and Ordering Clause B.

4. Staff’s August 29, 2012 R&R recommended approval of i-wireless’ request for
designation as an ETC for FUSF low-income Lifeline-only purposes in the following exchanges:

(a) Specific AT&T Kansas exchanges, including the Kansas City, Topeka,
and Wichita areas; and

(b) Specific exchanges served by Blue Valley Tele-communications (Blue
Valley), Sunflower/Bluestem Telephone Company (Bluestem/Sunflower),
Craw-Kan Telephone Cooperative (Craw-Kan), Cunningham Telephone Co.
(Cunningham), Golden Belt Telephone Association (Golden Belt), Haviland
Telephone Company (Haviland), Home Telephone Company (Home), J.B.N.
Telephone Company (J.B.N.), KanOkla Telephone Association (KanOkla),
LaHarpe Telephc : Company (LaHarpe), Madison Telephone (Madison),
MoKan Dial  (Mo-Kan), = Moundridge  Telephone = Company
(Moundridge), Peoples Telecommunications (Peoples), Rainbow
Telecommunications Association (Rainbow), S&A Telephone Company
(S&A), Southern Kansas Telephone (Southern Kansas), Totah
Communications (Totah), ..i-County Telephone Association (Tri-County),
Twin Valley Telephone (Twin Valley), United Telephone Companies of
Kansas d/b/a CenturyLink (CenturyLink), Wamego Telecommunication
Company (Wamego), Wheat State Telephone (Wheat State) Wilson
Telephone Company (Wilson), and Zenda Telephone Company (Zenda).

Staff further recommended approval of i-wireless’ request for redefinition of the service areas to

the exchange level for the following RLECs: Cunningham, LaHarpe, Mo-Kan, Moundridge,



. coples, nainbow, S&A, Wamego, anc "~ :nda for E. C designation for the purpose of . JSF low-

income support. Staff noted that upon Commission approval of i-wireless’ request for redefinition

of the foregoing rural servic areas to the exchange level, i-wireless needs to seek and receive

concurrence from the FCC prior to receiving any FUSF low-income support for such areas. Staff

added that i-wireless should be advised that;

(i).

(i).

5.

carrier’s service area.

support received must be used for its intended purpose each year and
the company must comply with other certification requirements
developed by the Commission in Docket No. 05-GIMT-112-GIT and in
any future proceedings.

any future decisions made by the Commission resulting from the
“stober T 2006 Order, issued in Docket No. 06-GIM « -446-G. .1, and
any future decisions made by the Commission regarding additional ETC
requirements, may impact the company and i-wireless may be required
to follow these requirements in order to continue receiving support.

On April 15, 2013, the FCC issued an Order forbearing redefinition of a rural

Commission revises its 2( 2 Order to:

(a)

designate i-wireless as an ETC for FUSF low-income Lifeline-Only support

purposes in the following exchanges:

(b)

Specific AT&T Kansas exchanges, including the Kansas City, Topeka,
and Wichita are:  and

Specific exchanges served by Blue Valley, Bluestem/Sunflower,
Craw-Kan, Golden Belt, Haviland. Home, J.B.N., KanOkla, Madison,
MoKan, Peoples, Rainbow, S&A, Southern Kansas, Totah, Tri-

County, Twin Valley, CenturyLink, Wheat State, and Wilson;'

approve 1-wireless’ request for redefinition of the service areas to the exchange

! See Exhibit | for a complete list of exchanges

However, as agreed to at the District Court of Marion County, the



level for ™7 775 Mo- in, Peopli  Rainbow, and S&A; and

() modify redefinition from the exchange to the study area level for RLECs
Cunningham, LaHarpe, Moundridge, Wamego, and Zenda.

THEREFG sxx. » AE COMMISSION ORDERS:

A. i-wireless, LLC’s Application filed May 29, 2012 was granted and i-wireless is
designated an ETC for federal low-income Lifeline-only support purposes in the study areas and
specific exchar~=s identified 5 above. i-wireless is further advised that its operations and service
in the future may be affec | by the conditions set forth in items (i) and (ii) of paragraph 4 above.

B. i-wireless’ request for redefinition of the service areas to the exchange level for
RLECs Mo-Kan, Peoples, Rainbow and S&A is approved.

C. This Docket is closed.

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED.

Keen, Chair; Duffy, Commissioner; French, Commissioner

07/14/2022
Dated;:

/‘;:B""" M -—“‘_‘/"Fgr__
Lynn M. Retz
Executive Director
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