THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

In the Matter of a General Investigation to )
Fully Investigate the Parameters and )
Intricacies of a Customer Opt-Out ) Docket No. 19-GIME-012-GIE
Program for Advanced Metering )
Infrastructure Digital Electric Meters. )

CURB’S INITIAL COMMENTS

COMES NOW, The Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board (“CURB”) and submits its initial
comments pursuant to the schedule set forth in the State Corporation Commission of the State of
Kansas (“Commission”) Order Adopting Proposed Procedural Schedule (“Procedural Schedule’)
issued in this docket!, and states as follows:

I. CURB’s Initial Comments

1. CURB analyzed Commission Staff’s four parameters recommended for review and

comment, those parameters are as follows:

a. The types of meters that would be preferred in a meter opt-out program;

b. The installation costs associated with each meter type and/or billing strategy;

c. The operating costs associated with each meter type and/or billing strategy; and

d. The effects of economy of scale on the costs of an opt-out program.?
After a careful analysis, CURB determined that those four parameters are best answered by the
utilities that have entered an appearance in this docket given that CURB does not have access to

the necessary information to weigh in on those specific parameters for the purposes of initial

comments. However, CURB reserves the right to respond to any arguments or information filed

! See Order Adopting Proposed Procedural Schedule (October 16, 2018).
21d. atp. 3.




by parties in their initial comments for the purposes of reply comments, which the Commission

has provided for in its Procedural Schedule in this docket.?

WHEREFORE, CURB respectfully submits its Initial Comments for the Commission’s

review and consideration and such other relief as the Commission deems just and proper.
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Respectfully submitted,

Do [ ——

David Nickel, Consumer Counsel #11170
Thomas J. Connors, Attorney #27039
Todd E. Love, Attorney #13445

Citizens’ Utility Ratepayer Board

1500 SW Arrowhead Road

Topeka, KS 66604

(785) 271-3200
d.nickel@curb.kansas.gov
tj.connors(@curb.kansas.gov
t.love@curb.kansas.gov




VERIFICATION

STATE OF KANSAS )
) Ss:
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE )
I, Thomas J. Connors, of lawful age and being first duly sworn upon my oath, state that I

am an attorney for the Citizens’ Utility Ratepayer Board; that I have read and am familiar with the
above and foregoing document and attest that the statements therein are true and correct to the best

of my knowledge, information, and belief.

Thomas J. Connors

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 16" day of November, 2018.

(o] L —

Notary Pubh

31

ary Public - State of Kansas

My Commission expires: 01-26-2021. ” D o ot o SMITH
""" Not
My Appt. Expires Jan, 28, 2021




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

19-GIME-012-GIE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing

document was served by electronic service on this 16" day of November, 2018, to the

following:

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTORNEY
ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P.

216 S HICKORY

POBOX 17

OTTAWA, KS 66067
jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com

ROGER W. STEINER, CORPORATE COUNSEL
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
ONE KANSAS CITY PL, 1200 MAIN ST 19TH
FLOOR (64105)

PO BOX 418679

KANSAS CITY, MO 64141-9679
roger.steiner@kepl.com

COLE BAILEY, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

c.bailey@kcc ks.gov

ROBERT VINCENT, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

r.vincent@kec.ks.gov

BRUCE GRAHAM, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
KANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

7332 SW 21ST STREET

PO BOX 4267

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0267

bgraham(@kec.org

DOUGLAS SHEPHERD, VP, MANAGEMENT
CONSULTING SERVICES

KANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
7332 SW 21ST STREET

PO BOX 4267

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0267

dshepherd@kec.org

SUSAN B. CUNNINGHAM, SVP, Regulatory and
Government Affairs, General Counsel

KANSAS ELECTRIC POWER CO-OP, INC.

600 SW CORPORATE VIEW (66615)

PO BOX 4877

TOPEKA, KS 66604-0877

scunningham@kepco.org

LINDSAY CAMPBELL, EXECUTIVE VP -
GENERAL COUNSEL

SOUTHERN PIONEER ELECTRIC COMPANY
1850 W OKLAHOMA

PO BOX 403

ULYSSES, KS 67880-0430
lcampbell@pioneerelectric.coop

CATHRYN J. DINGES, SENIOR CORPORATE
COUNSEL

WESTAR ENERGY, INC.

818 SKANSAS AVE

PO BOX 889

TOPEKA, KS 66601-0889
cathy.dinges@westarenergy.com

ella Smith
Administrative Specialist




