
BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

                                  OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

 

In the Matter of the Application of Hughes Drilling        )             DOCKET No.  18-CONS-3255-CUIC 

Co., a General Partnership, to Authorize Injection of     ) 

Saltwater in the Squirrel Formation at the Wend           ) 

Broers Lese, Well Numbers I-1, I-2, I-3, and I-4,              )             CONSERVATION DIVISION 

Located in Section 2, Township 16 South, Range 20      )          

East, Franklin County, Kansas                                             )              License No. 5862 

 

             MOTION TO ACCEPT PROTESTS 

 

C o m e s  n o w  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  S c o t t  Y e a r g a i n ,  w h o  r e s p e c t f u l l y  

r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  K a n s a s  C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e  a l l  

P r o t e s t a n t s  c u r r e n t l y  f i l e d  i n  d o c k e t  1 8 - C O N S - 3 2 5 5 - C U I C .   I n  s u p p o r t  o f  

h i s  m o t i o n  S c o t t  Y e a r g a i n  s t a t e s :  

1 .   K A R  8 2 - 3 - 1 3 5 b ( d )  s t a t e s ,  “ E a c h  p r o t e s t e r  s h a l l  s e r v e  t h e  p r o t e s t  

u p o n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o t e s t o r  f i l e s  

t h e  p r o t e s t  w i t h  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  d i v i s i o n . ”   P r o t e s t o r  S c o t t  

Y e a r g a i n  s t a t e s  h e r e b y  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  K A R  8 2 - 3 -

1 3 5 b ( d )  i n  t h i s  d o c k e t  a n d  h e  r e g r e t s  t h i s .  

2 .  K A R  8 2 - 1 - 2 2 2  a l l o w s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a t  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  t o  a m e n d  

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  h e a r i n g s  a n d  s u c h  a m e n d m e n t  m a y  

r e a s o n a b l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  K A R  8 2 - 3 - 1 3 5 b ( d )  i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h .  
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3 .  T h e  w a t e r s h e d  f o r  t h e  f o u r  p r o p o s e d  i n j e c t i o n  w e l l s  i n  d o c k e t  

1 8 - C O N S - 3 2 5 5 - C U I C  i s  W o l f  C r e e k ,  w h i c h  d r a i n s  i n t o  O t t a w a  

C r e e k ,  w h i c h  d r a i n s  t o  t h e  M a r a i s  d e s  C y g n e s  r i v e r  n e a r  P e o r i a ,  

K a n s a s .  

4 .  T h e  w a t e r s h e d  f o r  H u g h e s  D r i l l i n g  C o m p a n y ’ s  w e l l  P e t t y  1  S W D  i s  

W a l n u t  C r e e k ,  w h i c h  e n t e r s  t h e  M a r a i s  d e s  C y g n e s  r i v e r  n e a r  

P e o r i a ,  K a n s a s .   W e l l  P e t t y  1  S W D  i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  w e l l  u s e d  b y  

H u g h e s  D r i l l i n g  C o m p a n y  f o r  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  d r i l l i n g  f l u i d s .   P e t t y  

1  S W D  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  A P I  n u m b e r  1 5 - 0 5 9 - 2 3 1 4 5 .   T h e  p r o d u c e d  

w a t e r s  f r o m  t h e  f o u r  p r o p o s e d  i n j e c t i o n  w e l l s  m a y  r e a s o n a b l e  b e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f  i n  P e t t y  1  S W D .  

5 .  T h e  M a r a i s  d e s  C y g n e s  r i v e r ,  w h e r e  W a l n u t  c r e e k  a n d  O t t a w a  

c r e e k  e n t e r ,  i s ,  b y  d i r e c t  r o u t e ,  n o t  b y  r i v e r  r o u t e ,  a b o u t  5  m i l e s  

a b o v e  t h e  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  R u r a l  W a t e r  # 6  w a t e r  i n t a k e  f r o m  t h e  

M a r a i s  d e s  C y g n e s  r i v e r .  

6 .  F r a n k l i n  c o u n t y  R u r a l  W a t e r  # 6  w a s  a s s e s s e d  b y  B u r n s  a n d  

M c D o n n e l l  i n  i t s  S o u r c e  W a t e r  A s s e s s m e n t  R e p o r t  o f  1 2  

D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 0 3 .   T h i s  r e p o r t  a s s i g n e d  S u s c e p t i b i l i t y  L i k e l i h o o d  

S c o r e s  t o  R u r a l  W a t e r  6  w h i c h  p l a c e d  i t  i n  t h e  t o p  1 %  o f  a t - r i s k  

p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  a s s e s s e d .   7 6 2  p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  i n  

K a n s a s  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  b y  B u r n s  a n d  M c D o n n e l l .   T h e  

c o n t a m i n a n t s  e v a l u a t e d  b y  B u r n s  a n d  M c D o n n e l l  a s  p r e s e n t i n g  



r i s k  t o  R u r a l  W a t e r  # 6  i n c l u d e d  c o n t a m i n a n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  o i l  a n d  

g a s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s t o r a g e ,  a n d  t r a n s p o r t .  

7 .  T h e  w a t e r s h e d s  f o r  H u g h e s  D r i l l i n g  C o m p a n y ’ s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

e n h a n c e  t h e  r i s k s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  B u r n s  a n d  M c D o n n e l l .  

8 .  R u r a l  W a t e r  # 6  h a s  a  w a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 5  

b y  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  R u r a l  W a t e r  6  a n d  t h e  K a n s a s  R u r a l  

W a t e r  A s s o c i a t i o n .   T h i s  p l a n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p l a c e .  

9 .  E v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  n o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  

b e t w e e n  H u g h e s  D r i l l i n g  C o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

R u r a l  W a t e r  6  t o  s t u d y  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n .  

W H E R E F O R E ,  P r o t e s t a n t  S c o t t  Y e a r g a i n  r e s p e c t f u l l y  m o v e s  t h a t  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n  a l l o w  a l l  c u r r e n t  p r o t e s t s  b e  h e a r d  i n  t h i s  d o c k e t ’ s  a s s i g n e d  

h e a r i n g .  

 

     ________________________________________ 

     Scott Yeargain, Ph.D. 

     2263 Nevada Road 

     Ottawa, Kansas 66067 

 

 

 

 



Certificate of Service 

 

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing was sent via US mail or 

electronically delivered this 20th day of February, 2018 to: 

 

Michael Duenes 

Assistant General Counsel 

Kansas Corporation Commission 

1500 W. Arrowhead Road 

Topeka, Kansas 66604 

m.duenes@kcc.ks.gov 

Keith A. Brock 

216 S. Hickory St. 

PO Box 17 

Ottawa, Kansas 66067 

kbrock@andersonbyrd.com 

Jonathan R. Myers 

Kansas Corporation Commission 

Conservation Division 

266 N. Main St., Suite 220 

Wichita, Kansas 67202-1513 

j.myers@kcc.ks.gov 
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