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State Corporation Commission
of Kansas

BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

In the Matter of a General Investigation Regarding 
the Acceleration of Replacement of Natural Gas 
Pipelines Constructed of Obsolete Materials 
Considered to be a Safety Risk. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 15-GIMG-343-GIG 

COMMENTS TO STAFF MEMORANDUM 

COMES NOW Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC, d/b/a Black Hills Energy 

("Black Hills") and submits the following comments to the Staff Memorandum filed in the above 

referenced proceeding ("Memorandum"). 

1. On September 12, 2017, the Kansas Corporation Commission ("Commission") 

issued its Final Order in the above referenced docket that required Atmos Energy, Black Hills and 

Kansas Gas Service ("Utilities") to develop plans for the systematic accelerated replacement of 

certain pipelines ("Final Order"). On December 10, 2018, Commission Staff provided the 

Commission its Memorandum. The notice of the filing of the Memorandum was issued December 

19, 2018. Comments were due within ten (10) days of the notice which was December 31, 2018. 

Black Hills filed an extension of time to file comments until January 15, 2019. 

2. The Final Order directed Commission Staff and the Utilities to prepare a plan for 

increased leak detection of obsolete plastic piping. 1 The current requirement is that plastic piping be 

surveyed at least once every five ( 5) years. The Memorandum recommended the requirement that 

all plastic piping be surveyed for leaks once every three (3) years rather than the current requirement 

for leak surveys of plastic piping of once every five ( 5) years. The rationale for the recommendation 

that all plastic piping be surveyed every three (3) years, and not just obsolete plastic piping, was that 

1 Final Order at p. 51 . 



creating multiple surveying frequencies can lead to difficulties in tracking and completing all 

surveys on schedule. 2 

3. Black Hills currently has a process pursuant to which it surveys its obsolete plastic 

piping at least once every three (3) years and all other plastic piping at least once every five (5) years 

consistent with current Kansas pipeline safety regulations. Black Hills does not have an issue 

tracking and completing the surveys on this schedule even with the distinction between obsolete 

plastic piping and all other plastic piping. Black Hills' process meets the requirement of the Final 

Order for increased leak surveys of obsolete plastic piping. 

4. In view of the fact that Black Hills (i) has a process that ensures plastic piping is 

surveyed on a timeline that meets the safety concerns of Commission Staff and (ii) does not have 

an issue with tracking the obsolete plastic piping separate from other plastic piping there is no need 

to increase the requirement for Black Hills to survey other than obsolete plastic piping. Further, the 

increased survey requirement would add costs to Black Hills' customers that are not necessary. 

4. Black Hills discussed with Commission Staff its process of surveying all obsolete 

pipeline at least once every three (3) years. Commission Staff agreed that Black Hills' process met 

the intended safety requirements and Commission Staff had no objection to Black Hills continuing 

to survey other than obsolete plastic piping once every five (5) years. 

5. Staff also recommended that the "Utilities report plastic pipe failures (leaks) according to 

the reporting form (Attachment 1 of the Memorandum) created by the American Gas Association 

Plastic Pipe Database Committee." Black Hills currently utilizes a similar reporting form and has a 

process in place to capture this data. Black Hills captures this data electronically and non-company 

2 Memorandum at p. 6. 
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forms are not supported by its electronic systems. Black Hills is willing to add additional data to its 

existing forms as directed by Staff if nece.ssary. 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth herein, Black Hills respectfully requests that the 

Commission re.quire Black Hills to survey obsolete plastic piping at least once every three (3) years 

and all other plastic piping at least once every five (5) years and allow Black Hills to use its current 

electronic reporting form. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J:l----=;>A,, ___ _ 
Dari Doman 
1102 East 1st Street 
Papillion, NE 68046 
(402) 221-2288, telephone 
(401) 221-2686, facsimile 

. Attorney for Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, 
LLC, d/b/a Black Hills Energy 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
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I, the undersigned, certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Comments to Staff 
Memorandum was served via electronic service this 15th day of January, 2019, to the following: 

JAMES G. FLAHERTY, ATTORNEY 
ANDERSON & BYRD, L.L.P. 
216 S HICKORY 
PO BOX 17 
OTT AWA, KS 66067 
jflaherty@andersonbyrd.com 

JENNIFER G. RIES, VICE PRESIDENT, RATES AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS-COLORADO/KANSAS 
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION 
1555 BLAKE ST STE 400 
DENVER, CO 80202 
jennifer.ries@atmosenergy.com 

ROBERT J. AMDOR, MANAGER, REGULATORY SERVICES 
BLACK HILLS/KANSAS GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LLC D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY 
1102 E FIRST ST 
PAPILLION, NE 68046 
robert.amdor@blackhillscorp.com 

PATRICK JOYCE, SR MANAGING COUNSEL 
BLACK HILLS/KANSAS GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LLC D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY 
601 N IOWAST 
LAWRENCE, KS 66044 
patrick.joyce@blackhillscorp.com 

THOMAS J. CONNORS, Attorney at Law 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
tj .connors@curb. kansas .gov 

DAVID W. NICKEL, CONSUMER COUNSEL 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
D.NICKEL@CURB.KANSAS.GOV 

SHONDA RABB 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
s.rabb@curb.kansas.gov 
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DELLA SMITH 
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
d.smith@curb.kansas.gov 

ROBERT VINCENT, LITIGATION COUNSEL 
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD 
TOPEKA, KS 66604 
r.vincent@kcc.ks.gov 

JANET BUCHANAN, DIRECTOR- REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION OF ONE GAS, INC. 
7421 W 129TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213-2713 
janet. buchanan@onegas.com 

JUDY JENKINS HITCHYE, MANAGING ATTORNEY 
KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION OF ONE GAS, INC. 
7421 W 129TH ST 
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213-2713 
judy.jenkins@onegas.com 

C.MICHAELLENNEN,ATTORNEY 
MORRIS LAING EVANS BROCK & KENNEDY CHTD 
800 SW JACKSON STE 1310 
TOPEKA, KS 66612-1216 
mlennen@morrislaing.com 

Dari Doman 
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