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I. INTRODUCTION

Please state your name and business address.

My name is John T. Bridson. My business address is 818 South Kansas Avenue,
Topeka, Kansas 66612.

By whom and in what capacity are you employed?

| am employed by Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. and serve as Vice President,
Generation for Evergy Metro, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Kansas Metro (“EKM”), Evergy
Kansas Central, Inc. and Evergy South, Inc., collectively d/b/a as Evergy Kansas
Central, Evergy Metro, Inc. d/b/a as Evergy Missouri Metro (“EMM?”), Evergy
Missouri West, Inc. d/b/a Evergy Missouri West (“EMW?”), the operating utilities
of Evergy, Inc.

On whose behalf are you testifying?

| am testifying on behalf of Evergy Kansas Central (“EKC” or “Company”).
Please describe your educational background and business experience.

| received a B.S. in mechanical engineering from Kansas State University in 1992.
| began my career with Westar Energy in January 1993 as a plant engineer at the
Jeffrey Energy Center. | held several engineering and management positions at
Jeffrey Energy Center before being promoted to Executive Director, Gas Plants in
2001, where I managed all of Westar’s gas fired generating plants. In 2007, I
became Executive Director of the Lawrence Energy Center. | became Executive
Director, Generation in May 2010, leading the management of all of Westar’s
generation fleet before being promoted to Vice President, Generation in February

2011. 1 assumed the role of Senior Vice President, Generation and Marketing in
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Commission in Docket No. 18-WSEE-328-RTS (“18-328 Docket™).! This would

include removal of the performance band applied to the asset.

EKC’S PROPOSAL TO MODIFY THE REGULATORY TERMS FOR
WESTERN PLAINS WIND FARM

What is EKC requesting from the Commission as regards the terms for
recovery and regulation of the Western Plains Wind Farm (“Western
Plains”)?
Specifically, EKC is requesting the Commission modify the terms for Western
Plains to align its regulation with the terms in place for the Persimmon Creek Wind
Farm approved in EKC’s 2023 rate case in Docket No. 23-EKCE-775-RTS (“23-
775 Docket”). The specific modifications requested are:
e Remove the performance band applicable to Western Plains
e Remove the transfer of the residual value of the wind farm at the end of the
20-years to EKC. This would permit the wind farm asset to remain in rate
base and continue operating for the benefit of EKC retail customers
consistent with traditional regulatory assets.
e After twenty years, allow the levelized revenue requirement to be
reevaluated to consider any maintenance capital expenditures, costs
associated with life extension for the plant, or other additional costs incurred

to operate and maintain the resource.

1 “In the Matter of the Joint Application of Westar Energy, Inc. and Kansas Gas and Electric Company for
Approval to Make Certain Changes in their Charges for Electric Services.”
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includes any wholesale margins the wind farm may produce, and any asset or land sales
related to the acquisition.?

Was the performance band ultimately implemented by the Commission?

Yes, it was approved as one component of a comprehensive non-unanimous
settlement agreement of all issues in the rate case.

What were the terms of the performance band?

Pursuant to the approved settlement, in the event that Western Plains had a
capacity factor of greater than 48.57%, producing more than 1,193,878 MWhs in
any calendar year based on a rolling three-year average beginning with the three-
year average period ending December 2020, the Company would be allowed to
include a charge in the ACA filing to the benefit of the Company that equates to
the difference between the actual production and the 1,193,878 MWhs, multiplied
by $20.70/MWh. In the event Western Plains had a capacity factor of less than
44.57%, producing less than 1,095,556 MWhs in any calendar year based on a
rolling three-year average beginning in 2020 and using the three-year average for
2018-2020, there would be a credit in the ACA filing to return to ratepayers any
shortfall in MWhs from 1,095,556 MWhs, multiplied by $20.70/MWh. Western
Plains has operated within the bounds of the performance band during every

reporting period since it went into service.

218-328 S&A, p. 7, 124. The 20 years ends on February 23, 2037.
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Table 1

Western Plains 3-Yr Rolling RNCF Each Month
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The above graph shows the three-year rolling average rated net capacity factor for
the wind farm and delineates the upper and lower parameters of the performance
band for the preceding 28 months after a three-year rolling average could be
established. In each instance, EKC has operated the wind farm productively and
well within the metrics of the performance band.

What is EKC’s understanding of the original purposes of the performance
band?

EKC understood the performance band was intended to incentivize desirable
behavior—productive and economically efficient operation of Western Plains - and
disincentivize undesirable conduct - such as failing to utilize the wind farm to

produce affordable energy to be used by EKC’s customers. In the future, however,
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COUNTY OF SHAWNEE )

VERIFICATION
John Bridson, being duly sworn upon his oath deposes and states that he is the
Vice President, Generation, for Evergy, Inc., that he has read and is familiar with the
foregoing Testimony, and attests that the statements contained therein are true and

correct to the best of his knowledge, information and belie P

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31 day of January 2025.

NOTARY PUBLIC - STATE OF KANSAS
% NANCY A. FIENHAGE -
MY W?w-r-m44_Ju Lay
My Appointment Expires:
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