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Kansas Corporation Commission

THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson
Dwight D. Keen
Susan K. Dufty

In the Matter of a General Investigation into
the Adjustment of Intrastate Switched Access
Charges for Rural Telephone Companies in
Compliance with K.S.A. 66-2005(e) and
Federal Communications Commission
Reforms.

Docket No. 21-GIMT-021-GIT

ORDER APPROVING RLEC TARIFFS: CLOSING DOCKET

NOW, the above-captioned matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the
State of Kansas (Commission) for consideration and decision. Having reviewed its files and
records and being duly advised in the premises, the Commission makes the following findings:
Condensed Background

1. On July 21, 2020, the Commission issued an Order Opening Docket; Requiring
Compliance Filings; Establishing Procedural Schedule (Opening Order) in this Docket requiring
rural local exchange carriers (RLECs) to submit certain data to the Commission by August 21,
2020. The purpose of the data submission was to enable the Commission to determine the requisite
intfastate switched access rate adjustments and Kansas Universal Service Fund (KUSF) support
adjustments necessitated by K.S.A. 66-2005(c) for 2021.

2. On October 8, 2020, the Commission issued an Order Adopting Revised Intrastate
Access Rates, Revenues & KUSF Adjustments (Access Rate Order). The Access Rate Order
adopted both the intrastate access rates for the RLECs, effective July 1, 2021, and the KUSF

adjustments contemplated by the Opening Order.



3. With respect to the intrastate access rate adjustments, the RLECs were required to
file revised intrastate access tariffs reflecting the originating access rates adopted by the Access
Rate Order by May 28, 2021, with the tariffs effective July 1, 2021. No further action regarding
KUSF adjustments was mandated.

4, On May 25, 2021, in Docket No. 21-GIMT-426-GIT, the Commission issued an
Order Opening Docket;, Requiring Compliance Tariff Filings Regarding 8YY Intercarrier
Compensation Charges (8YY Order) requiring all LECs to make certain adjustments to their
originating 8 Y'Y end office, tandem switching and transport, and database query charges pursuant
to revised Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules. RLECs were specifically given the
option to make the required changes in in this docket or in Docket No. 21-GIMT-426-GIT to avoid
duplicate filings.

Staff’s Report and Recommendation

5. Staff submitted a Report and Recommendation (R&R) dated June 2, 2021, attached
hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof by reference.

6. Staff noted that all RLECs required to file updated intrastate switched access tariffs
have done so by the May 28, 2021, deadline. Staff also noted that all RLECs made the changes
required by the 8Y'Y Order in this docket.

7. As all RLECs have complied with the requirements of both the Access Rate Order
and 8YY Order, Staff recommended that the Commission approve all of the intrastate switched
access tariffs that were submitted by the RLECs. Staff explained that all RLECs, except for
Columbus and LaHarpe, either concur with or have company specific tariff pages contained in the
Blue Valley tariff. Therefore, Staff is specifically recommending approval of the tariffs filed by

Blue Valley, LaHarpe, and Columbus.




Findings and Conclusions

8. The Commission finds Staff’s findings and recommendations to be reasonable, and
hereby adopts the same.

IT IS, THEREFORE, BY THE COMMISSION ORDERED THAT:

A. The revised intrastate access tariffs filed by the RLECs in this matter are approved,
effective July 1, 2021.

B. This docket is closed.

C. Any party may file and serve a petition for reconsideration pursuant to the
requirements and time limits established by K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1).!

BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED.

French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Duffy, Commissioner

Dated: 06/10/2021

/43%*_ M. Erg __A

Lynn M. Retz
Executive Director

MRN

K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 77-503(c); K.S.A. 77-531(b).
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REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
UTILITIES DIVISION

TO: Chairperson Andrew J. French
Commissioner Dwight D. Keen
Commissioner Susan Duffy

FROM: Sandy Reams, Assistant Chief of Telecommunications
Bryan Seamans, Chief of Telecommunications
Jeff McClanahan, Director of Utilities

DATE: June 2, 2021

SUBJECT: Docket No. 21-GIMT-021-GIT

In the Matter of a General Investigation into the Adjustment of Intrastate 8YY
Access Charges Pursuant to the Federal Communications Commission’s Reforms,
Effective July 1, 2021.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to the Commission’s October 8, 2020 Order in this Docket' Blue Valley Tele-
Communications, Inc. (Blue Valley); LaHarpe Telephone Co., Inc. (LaHarpe); and Columbus
Communications Services, LLC (Columbus) filed revised intrastate access tariffs to reflect the
adjustment of their intrastate originating switched access rates to interstate levels. Blue Valley,
Columbus, and LaHarpe also incorporated the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC)
8YY (toll/long distance) access reforms as authorized in the Commission’s May 25, 2021 Order
in Docket No. 21-GIMT-426-GIT (Docket 426) in their proposed tariffs.

The proposed tariffs comply with the FCC’s and Commission’s directives, therefore, Staff
recommends the Commission issue an order to approve the tariffs, effective July 1, 2021.

BACKGROUND

On April 23, 2020, the Commission issued an Order opening this Docket to determine the intrastate
switched access rate and revenue and Kansas Universal Service Fund (KUSF) support adjustments
required by K.S.A. 66-2005(c) for 2021 for the rural Local Exchange Carriers (LECs). In its
October 8, 2020 Order, the Commission adopted the intrastate originating access rates, revenues,

! Order Adopting Revised Intrastate Access Rates, Revenues, and KUSF Adjustments; Penalties for Mo-Kan and
South Central, Oct. 8, 2020.

2 Order Opening Docket; Requiring Compliance Tariff Filings Regarding 8Y'Y Intercarrier Compensation Charges,
Docket No. 21-GIMT-426-GIT, May 25, 2021.



and KUSF support adjustments to be effective July 1, 2021. The Commission directed the rural
LECs to file revised intrastate access tariffs reflecting the adopted intrastate switched originating
access rates in this Docket by May 28, 2021. This allows Staff time to review the tariffs and the
Commission time to issue an order approving the tariffs prior to the July 1, 2021, effective date.

On October 9, 2020, the FCC released a Report and Order addressing toll-free access rate reforms
(8YY Order).> The FCC capped all originating interstate and intrastate 8YY end office, tandem
switching and transport, and database query charges at their current rates. The FCC will transition
8YY end office and transport rates to bill-and-keep ($0.00) and database query charges to a cap of
$0.0002 per query over a three-year period beginning July 1, 2021, and ending July 1, 2023. The
FCC also adopted a single, uniform nationwide capped rate of $0.001 per minute for originating
8YY tandem switching and transport access charges, effective July 1, 2021, and directed each
incumbent LEC to tariff separate rate elements for its interstate and intrastate originating toll free
and non-toll free end office and transport service. The FCC further directed database query charges
to be reduced, effective July 1, 2021, to no more than $0.004248 per query and prohibits carriers
from charging more than one query charge per call.

On May 25, 2021, the Commission opened Docket 426 to address the FCC’s 8YY reforms.* The
Commission directed all impacted incumbent and competitive LECs to file revised tariffs in the
Docket. Specifically, the Commission directed the rural LECs to file revised intrastate access
tariffs to reflect the FCC’s 8Y'Y reforms in Docket 426 by June 1, 2021, however, the Commission
recognized the rural LECs would file revised intrastate access tariffs in this Docket by May 28,
2021, and authorized the rural LECs to include the revised 8YY intrastate rates with the tariff
revisions filed in this Docket.

Blue Valley, Columbus, and LaHarpe maintains their own intrastate access tariffs. The remaining
rural LECs concur, either completely or partially, in Blue Valley’s tariff. The rural LECs that
completely concur in Blue Valley’s tariff do not file separate intrastate tariffs while each rural
LECs that partially concurs in Blue Valley’s intrastate tariff has separate, company-specific tariff
pages identifying its non-concurring rates in Blue Valley’s tariff.’

ANALYSIS

Blue Valley, Columbus, and LaHarpe filed their revised intrastate access tariffs on or before May
28,2021, in compliance with the Commission’s October 2020 Order. The revised intrastate access
tariffs reflect the FCC’s 8YY reforms and the intrastate originating rates approved by the
Commission in the October 2020 Order.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Commission issue an Order approving Blue Valley, Columbus, and
LaHarpe’s revised intrastate access tariffs and rates, effective July 1, 2021.

3 In the Matter of 8Y'Y Access Charge Reform, 2020 WL 7424219, § 8 (Oct. 9, 2020).

4 Order Opening Docket; Requiring Compliance Tariff Filings Regarding 8YY Intercarrier Compensation Charges,
Docket No. 21-GIMT-426-GIT, May 25, 2021.

> Moundridge Telephone Company; Pioneer Telephone Association, Inc.; Rural Telephone Service Co., Inc.; Totah
Telephone Co., Inc.; Twin Valley Telephone, Inc.; and Wamego Telecommunications Company do not concur in all
of Blue Valley’s tariff and have separate tariff pages within Blue Valley’s tariff.
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I, the undersigned, certify that a true copy of the attached Order has been served to the following by means of

. A 06/10/2021
electronic service on

RICHARD BALDWIN, PRESIDENT
HOME TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
2118 MAIN ST

BOX 8

GALVA, KS 67443

Fax: 620-654-3122
rbaldwin@hci-ks.com

LANCE CASEY, REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS OF KANSAS
COMPANY

350 SOUTH LOOP 336 WEST

CONROE, TX 77304

Fax: 620-227-8576
lance.casey@consolidated.com

CHASE CUSTER

MOKAN DIAL, INC.

1525 SURFSIDE BLVD
MERRITT ISLAND, FL 32952
Fax: 913-837-5108
ccuster@townes.net

CRAIG FREEMAN, GENERAL MANAGER
WILSON TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
2504 AVE D

PO BOX 190

WILSON, KS 67490-0190

Fax: 785-658-3344
craig@wilsoncommunications.co

THOMAS E. GLEASON, JR., ATTORNEY
GLEASON & DOTY CHTD

PO BOX 6

LAWRENCE, KS 66044

Fax: 785-856-6800
gleason@sunflower.com

MARK E. CAPLINGER

MARK E. CAPLINGER, P.A.
7936 SW INDIAN WOODS PL
TOPEKA, KS 66615-1421
mark@caplingerlaw.net

BRENT CUNNINGHAM, VICE PRESIDENT & GENERAL
MANAGER
CUNNINGHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

220 W MAIN

PO BOX 108

GLEN ELDER, KS 67446
Fax: 785-545-3277
brent@ctctelephony.tv

MARK DOTY

GLEASON & DOTY CHTD
401S MAIN ST STE10
PO BOX 490

OTTAWA, KS 66067-0490
Fax: 785-842-6800
doty.mark@gmail.com

MARK M. GAILEY, PRESIDENT & GENERAL MANAGER
TOTAH COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

101MAIN ST

PO BOX 300

OCHELATA, OK 740510300

Fax: 918-535-2701

mmgailey @totelcsi.com

RHONDA S GODDARD, CFO*

RURAL TELEPHONE SERVICE COMPANY, INC.
D/B/A Nex-Tech

145 N MAIN

PO BOX 158

LENORA, KS 67645

Fax: 785-567-4401

rgoddard@nex-tech.com
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TODD HOUSEMAN, ASST. GENERAL MANAGER
UNITED TELEPHONE ASSN., INC.

1107 MCARTOR RD

PO BOX 117

DODGE CITY, KS 67801

Fax: 620-227-7032

toddh@unitedtelcom.net

DALE JONES, GENERAL MANAGER
TRI-COUNTY TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION, INC.
1568 S 1000 RD

PO BOX 299

COUNCIL GROVE, KS 66846

Fax: 785-366-7007

djones@tctainc.net

BRANDON KOCH, PRESIDENT & GM
H&B COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

108 N MAIN

PO BOX 108

HOLYROOD, KS 67450

Fax: 785-252-3229
brkoch@hbcomm.net

HARRY J. LEE, JR., PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER
LAHARPE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

D/B/A LAHARPE LONG DISTANCE

109 W6TH ST

PO BOX 100

LA HARPE, KS 66751

harry.lee@laharpetel.com

WILLIAM R. MCVEY, CFO

SOUTHERN KANSAS TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
112 S LEE ST

PO BOX 800

CLEARWATER, KS 67026-0800

Fax: 620-584-2220

bill. ncvey @sktcompanies.com

MICHAEL J. MURPHY, PRESIDENT & MANAGER
GORHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY

100 MARKET

PO BOX 235

GORHAM, KS 67640

Fax: 785-637-5590

mmurphy @gorhamtel.com

COLLEEN JAMISON

JAMISON LAW, LLC

P O BOX 128

TECUMSEH, KS 66542
colleen.jamison@jamisonlaw.legal

KEVIN J KASTOR, DIRECTOR-GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS OF MISSOURI
COMPANY

350 SOUTH LOOP 336 WEST

CONROE, TX 77304

Fax: 620-227-8576
kevin.kastor@consolidated.com

JILL KUEHNY, CEO/GENERAL AMANGER
KANOKLA TELEPHONE ASSN,, INC.

100 KANOKLA AVE

PO BOX 111

CALDWELL, KS 67022

Fax: 620-845-5636
jkuehny@kanoklanetworks.com

CARRIE LOOS, ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR
WHEAT STATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
D/B/A WHEAT STATE TECHNOLOGIES, WST

PO BOX 320

UDALL, KS 67146

Fax: 620-782-3302

cloos@wheatstate.com

CATHERINE MOYER, GENERAL MANAGER & CEO
PIONEER TELEPHONE ASSN., INC.

D/B/A PIONEER COMMUNICATIONS

120 W KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 707

ULYSSES, KS 67880-0707

Fax: 620-424-3133
catherine.moyer@pioncomm.net

MICHAEL NEELEY,-LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD

TOPEKA, KS 66604

Fax: 785-2713167

m.neeley@kcc.ks.gov
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TWIN VALLEY TELEPHONE, INC. S&T COMMUNICATIONS LLC

22 SPRUCE 320 KANSAS AVE

PO BOX 395 PO BOX 99

MILTONVALE, KS 67466 BREWSTER, KS 67732

Fax: 785-427-2216 Fax: 785-694-2750
darcie.nguyen@tvtinc.net zack.odell@sttelcom.com

KATHY PRICE, GENERAL MANAGER* SHANA RAINS

ZENDA TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. MADISON TELEPHONE LLC

208 N MAIN 117 N THIRD

PO BOX 128 PO BOX 337
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Fax: 620-243-7611 Fax: 620-437-2108
kprice@zendatelephone.com mtn.shana@gmail.com

DEBORAH RAND, PRESIDENT BEAU REBEL, GENERAL MANAGER
S&A TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. GOLDEN BELT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION.
413 MAIN ST 103 LINCOLN ST

PO BOX 68 RUSH CENTER, KS 67575-3000
ALLEN, KS 66833 Fax: 785-372-4210

Fax: 620-528-3226 brebel@gbtlive.com

drand@usch.com

RACHEL REIBER, ATTORNEY KATHY RUOFF

CONSOLIDATED COMMUNICATIONS OF MISSOURI RAINBOW TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION, INC.
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rireiberlaw@gmail.com kathy@rainbowtel.com

BECKY SCOTT CARLA SHEARER, CEO/GENERAL MANAGER
ELKHART TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. SOUTH CENTRAL TELEPHONE ASSN. INC.
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bscott@epictouch.com cshearer@sctelcom.com

DAVE SOPER, GENERAL MANAGER JOHN TIETJENS, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER
COLUMBUS COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, LLC MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY
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Fax: 620-429-1704 LITTLE RIVER, KS 67457
dsoper@columbus-telephone.com Fax: 620-897-6211

jtietiens@mtcdme.com
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HAVILAND TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
104 N MAIN

PO BOX 308

HAVILAND, KS 67059

Fax: 620-862-5204
mark@bhavilandtelco.com

HARRY M. WEELBORG, PRESIDENT
MOUNDRIDGE TELEPHONE COMPANY
109 N CHRISTIAN AVE

PO BOX 960

MOUNDRIDGE, KS 67107

Fax: 620-345-6106

weel@mtelco.net

JEFF WICK, PRESIDENT/GENERAL MANAGER
WAMEGO TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY, INC.
1009 LINCOLN

PO BOX 25

WAMEGO, KS 66547-0025

Fax: 785-456-9903

jwick@wtcks.com

CANDACE WRIGHT, CEO/GM

BLUE VALLEY TELE-COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
15659 PONY EXPRESS HWY

HOME, KS 66438

Fax: 785-799-3530
cwright@bluevalleyinc.net

MARK WADE, VP OF OPERATIONS
J.B.N. TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.
PO BOX 111

HOLTON, KS 66436

Fax: 785-866-4121
mark@havilandtelco.com

DANIEL WELCH

PEOPLES TELECOMMUNICATIONS, LLC
208 N BROADWAY

PO BOX 450

LA CYGNE, KS 66040
dwelch@peoplestelecom.net

CRAIG WILBERT, GENERAL MANAGER
CRAW-KAN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.
200 N OZARK

PO BOX 100

GIRARD, KS 66743

crwilbert@ckt.net

/S/ DeeAnn Shupe

DeeAnn Shupe





