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State Corporation Commission
of Kansas

BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

In the Matter of the Investigation into the 
Agreement between Evergy and Elliott 
Management to Consider a Modified 
Standalone Plan or Merger Transaction 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 20-EKME-514-GIE 

PETITION TO INTERVENE 

COMES NOW, Unified School District #259 Sedgwick County, Kansas (hereinafter "USD 

259") and respectfully petitions the Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas (the 

"Commission") for an order permitting its intervention and full participation in the captioned 

proceeding. In support of its Petition, USD 259 states: 

I. Background 

1. On June 11 2020, the Commission Staff (Staff) filed a petition seeking an order 

initiating an investigation into an agreement between Evergy and Elliott Management (Elliott) to 

explore a plan to adopt a Modified Standalone Plan operating format or pursue a Merger 

Transaction. 

2. On June 18, 2020, the Commission issued an Order granting Staffs Petition to 

open a general investigation in the captioned docket. 

II. Petition to Intervene 

3. USD 259 comprises the Wichita Public School system and is the largest public 

school system and district in the state of Kansas, serving approximately 51,000 students. 

4. USD 259 takes all of its electric service from the Company except for Southeast 

High School. USD 259 maintains 106 buildings, approximately 140 electric meters, and 

consumed approximately 93,300,000 kilowatt hours of electricity supplied by the Company at a 

cost of $7,769,832.00 in the last fiscal year. 
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5. Public schools are classified as their own rate class. USD 259 is part of the public 

schools rate class and is the largest school district in the state of Kansas. It appears that no other 

customer taking electric service under the public schools rate class has intervened or sought to 

intervene in this Docket to date. Therefore, no other party can adequately represent the unique 

interests of USD 259 in these proceedings. 

6. Based on the information currently publicly available, it appears that the 

relationship between Evergy and Elliott is principally focused upon increasing the value of 

Evergy's publically owned stock. Further, it appears that a Modified Standalone Plan would 

likely result in cutting operating and maintenance expenses of Evergy while increasing capital 

expenditures. It also appears that an effort in this regard could well result in increased electric 

rates for Evergy's electric consumers including USD 259. 

7. The future workforce of the state of Kansas will be filled by many of today's 51,000 

students in the Wichita Public Schools. Students today are tomorrow's workers, customers, and 

owners oflocal business. It is one of the missions of the Wichita Public Schools to produce students 

that meet workforce needs of today's and tomorrow's world. The quality of education provided to 

Wichita Public School students is crucial to future economic vitality of Wichita and the state of 

Kansas. 

8. USD 259 is dependent primarily upon tax revenues to finance its mandated 

purpose of providing a quality education for Kansas students. An increase in electric rates could 

be devastating for USD 259's efforts to provide a quality education for Kansas students. The 

electric rates paid and services received by USD 259 could well be impacted by the Evergy and 

Elliott business plan and by any order entered by the Commission herein. Therefore, USD 259 

requests permission to intervene in this docket. 
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9. USD 259 requests the right to participate in all aspects of this Docket. The interests 

of justice will be served and the orderly and prompt conduct of these proceedings will not be 

impaired by allowing the intervention ofUSD 259 to pmiicipate therein. 

10. In addition to the undersigned counsel, please include the following USD 259 

representatives with all electronic notices, pleadings, and correspondence regarding this 

Application: 

Tom Powell 
General Counsel - USD 259 

903 South Edgemoor, Suite 113 
Wichita, KS 67218 

tpowell@usd25 9 .net 

WHEREFORE, USD 259 respectfully requests that the Commission enter an order 

granting it full participation in the captioned proceedings. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

TRIPLETT WOOLF GARRETSON, LLC 

By_.,,__,.::::.........~--'~->----L---
Timo E. McK , #07135 
Amy Fellows Cline, #19995 
Attorneys for USD 259 
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VERIFICATION 

ST A TE OF KANSES ) 
) ss: 

COUNTY OF SEDGWICK ) 

I, Thomas R. Powell, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, upon oath states: lam General counsel 
for USO 259, and I have read the above Petition to Intervene and know the contents and know that the 
statements made therein are true and co1Tect, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me on this 3_).{/i day o~€ ,2020. 

TERRIL. lilROOKS 

• 
NOTARYPUSLIC 

STATE Of KANSAI 
"" My Appl. Exp. Jt -h-aga.3 

My Commission Expires: 1 -/7 -.;16~3 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing 

document was served by electronic service on this 30th day of June, 2020, to the following: 

Cathryn J. Dinges, Corporate Counsel 
Evergy Kansas Central, Inc. 
818 S. Kansas Ave. 
P.O. Box 889 
Topeka, KS 66601-0889 
Cathy.Dinges@evergy.com 

Robert W. Steiner, Corporate Counsel 
Evergy Metro, Inc. 
One Kansas City Place, 19th Floor 
1200 Main St. 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
Roger.Steiner@evergy.com 

Michael Neeley, Litigation Counsel 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd. 
Topeka, KS 66604 
m.neeley@kcc.ks.gov 

Robert J. Hack, Lead Regulatory Counsel 
Evergy Metro, Inc. 
One Kansas City Place, 19th Floor 
1200 Main St 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
Rob.Hack@evergy.com 

Brian G Fedotin, Deputy General Counsel 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd. 
Topeka, KS 66604 
b.fedotin@kcc.ks. gov 

Terri Pemberton, Chief Litigation Counsel 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS 66604 
t.pemberton@KCC.KS.GOV 

As a courtesy, a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing Petition of Kansas electric 

Power Cooperative, Inc. to Intervene was also electronically served on June 30, 2020 on the 

following named individuals: 

Joseph R. Astrab 
Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS 66604 
j .astrab@curb.kansas.gov 

David W. Nickel, Consumer Counsel 
Citizens ' Utility Ratepayer Board 
1500 Sw Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS 66604 
d.nickel@curb.kansas.gov 
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Todd E. Love, Attorney 
Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, Ks 66604 
t. love@curb .kansas. gov 

Shonda Rabb 
Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS 66604 
s.rabb@curb.kansas.gov 



Della Smith 
Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board 
1500 SW Arrowhead Rd 
Topeka, KS 66604 
d.smith@curb.kansas.gov 

Brian Wood 
Wickham & Wood, L.L.C. 
107 W. 9th St., 2nd Floor 
Kansas City, MO 64105 
brian@wickham-wood.com 

Robert Elliott Vincent 
Smithyman & Zakoura, Chartered 
7400 W 110th St., Ste. 750 
Overland Park, KS 66210-2362 
robert@smizak-law.com 

Mark Chesney, CEO/General Manager 
Kansas Power Pool 
100 N. Broadway, Ste. Ll 10 
Wichita, KS 67202 
mchesney@kansaspowerpool.org 

Mark F. Doljac 
Exec. Director, Reg. Affairs and Planning 
Kansas Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. 
600 SW Corporate View 
Topeka, KS 66615 
mdoljac@kepco.org 

Susan B. Cunningham 
Senior Vice President, Regulatory and 
Government Affairs, and General Counsel 
Kansas Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. 
600 SW Corporate View 
Topeka, KS 66615 
scunningham@kepco.org 

/754503vl 
6 

John Garretson, Business Manager 
IBEW Local Union No. 304 
3906 NW 16th St. 
Topeka, KS 66615 
johng@ibew304.org 

James P. Zakoura 
Smithyman & Zakoura, Chartered 
7400W110th St., Ste. 750 
Overland Park, KS 66210-2362 
j im@smizak-law.com 

Larry Holloway. Asst. GM/Operations 
Kansas Power Pool 
100 N. Broadway, Ste. Ll 10 
Wichita, KS 67202 
lholl oway@kansaspowerpoo 1. org 

James Ging, Dir. Of Engineering Services 
Kansas Power Pool 
100 N. Broadway, Ste. Ll 10 
Wichita, KS 67202 
j ging@kansaspowerpoo 1. org 

Rebecca A. Fowler 
Manager, Regulatory Affairs 
Kansas Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. 
600 SW Corporate View 
Topeka, KS 66615 
rfowler@kepco.org 


