
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS 

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson 
Dwight D. Keen 
Annie Kuether 

In the Matter of the Complaint Against 
Evergy Kansas Central by Dr. Jeffrey F. Van 
Petten, DVM. 

) 
) 
) 

 Docket No. 24-EKCE-608-COM 

PRESIDING OFFICER ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE 

1. On March 1, 2024, Dr. Jeffrey F. Van Petten, DVM filed a Formal Complaint 

against Evergy Kansas Central (Evergy), seeking $34,700 for damage to his property from 

construction of a new power line.  Dr. Van Petten also accuses Evergy of harassing him while 

attempting to acquire an easement on his property.  

2. On March 12, 2024, the Commission found that Dr. Van Petten’s Formal 

Complaint established a prima facie case and directed it to be served upon Evergy for an answer 

within 10 days.1 

3. On February 27, 2025, the Commission dismissed the claims of trespass, mental 

anguish, and harassment,2 and directed the Presiding Officer to schedule a status conference to 

establish a procedural schedule to resolve Evergy’s alleged failure to restore his property to its 

prior condition.3  

4. A Prehearing Conference before the Presiding Officer is scheduled for March 19, 

2025 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. At the Prehearing Conference, parties shall be prepared to discuss 

deadlines for filing testimony and briefs, discovery procedures, scheduling of a hearing with the 

Commission, and any other issues that will promote the orderly and prompt resolution of this 

1 Order Making Prima Facie Determination, Mar. 12, 2024, ⁋ 3. 
2 Order Dismissing Complaint in Part and Designating Presiding Officer to Schedule Further Proceedings, Feb. 27, 
2025, ⁋ 6. 
3Id, ⁋ 8. 
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proceeding. At the Prehearing Conference, without further notice, this proceeding may be 

converted into a conference hearing or a summary proceeding for disposition of this matter as 

provided by the Kansas Administrative Procedure Act (KAPA). Any party that fails to attend or 

participate in the Prehearing Conference, hearing, or other stage of this proceeding may be held 

in default under the KAPA. 4 

THEREFORE, THE PRESIDING OFFICER ORDERS: 

A. A Prehearing Conference is scheduled for March 19, 2025 at 3 p.m.by Zoom.

Any party that fails to attend or participate in the Prehearing Conference, hearing, or other stage 

of this proceeding may be held in default under the KAPA. 5 

BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated: ______________________   /s/Brian G. Fedotin 
Brian G. Fedotin 
Presiding Officer 

4 K.S.A. 77-506; K.S.A. 77-516(c)(7)-(8). 
5 K.S.A. 77-506; K.S.A. 77-516(c)(7)-(8). 

February 28, 2025
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