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Q. What is your name and business address? 1 

A. Richard Williams, Hays District office, 2301 E. 13th, Hays, KS 67601. 2 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 3 

A. I’m employed by the Conservation Division of the Kansas Corporation Commission, as 4 

an Environmental Compliance and Regulatory Specialist.  5 

Q. How long have you been employed by the KCC? 6 

A. Since July 1997.  7 

Q. Have you previously testified before this Commission? 8 

A. Yes. 9 

Q. What does your position with the Conservation Division involve? 10 

A. My job involves inspection, documentation, investigation, and consultation with 11 

operators and other Commission field staff on environmental compliance and regulatory 12 

issues related to oil and gas production in Kansas. I am also the Temporary 13 

Abandonment (TA) Coordinator and Compliance Officer for KCC District #4. 14 

Q. Are you familiar with this KCC Docket, 17-CONS-3398-CPEN? 15 

A. Yes. 16 

Q. How are you familiar with this Docket? 17 

A. Commission regulations, specifically K.A.R. 82-3-111, require operators to receive 18 

Commission approval within 90 days after operations cease at any well. A Staff 19 

inspection indicated that Operator’s Cooley #1 (“the subject well”) was in violation of 20 

K.A.R. 82-3-111. As District #4 Compliance Officer, I made the penalty 21 

recommendation that resulted in the Commission issuing the penalty order. 22 

Q. What specific data indicated the subject well was in violation of K.A.R. 82-3-111? 23 

A. On October 6, 2016, a file review indicated a probable violation. Operator certified that it 24 

was responsible for the well as part of its well inventory in June 2013, May 2014, May 25 

2015, and June 2016 (Exhibit A), but as Operator stated in Paragraph 3 of its request for 26 

hearing, Operator has not caused the well to be in service for the last 16 years. So, I sent 27 

a Notice of Violation to the Operator on that date, giving Operator a November 3, 2016, 28 

deadline to correct the violation and avoid a penalty recommendation (Exhibit B).  29 

Q. Did Operator correct the violation by the November 3, 2016, the deadline in your letter? 30 
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A. No. On December 9, 2016, Marvin Mills, E.C.R.S., conducted an inspection and found 1 

the subject well to be inactive (Exhibit C). 2 

Q. What happened next? 3 

A. At that time, I made the penalty recommendation, and the Penalty Order was issued 4 

December 15, 2016.  5 

Q. In your opinion, should the Penalty Order in this docket be affirmed? 6 

A. Yes, Operator was in clear violation of Commission regulations, failed to comply with 7 

the deadline given by Staff. 8 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony as of this date, May 22, 2017? 9 

A. Yes. 10 
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Jay Scou Emler. Chair Corporation Comm ission 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

WJLLIAM STORY 

MEM PARTNERSHIP LP, A GENERAL PARTNERSHIP 
PO BOX 130832 
SPRING TX 77393-0832 

RE: TEMPORARYABANDONMENT 
API Well No. 15-065-00278-00-01 
COOLEY 1 
7-9S-21W, NENESE 

GRAHAM County, Kansas 

Operator: 

Sam f1n"1 nhach lioHrnnr 

October 06, 2016 

KCC Lic.-3809 

On October 06, 2016, a file review documented a probable violation of the following regulation at 
at the referenced well: 

• KAR. 82-3-111. Within 90 days after operations cease on a well, the operator must 
return the well to service, plug the well , or obtain approval for temporary abandonment 
status. 

Failure to remedy this violation 
by NOVEMBER 03, 2016 

shall be punishable by a $100 penalty. 

You may contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

RICHARD WILLIAMS 
KCC District # 4 

Exhibit B
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Date: 12-09-2016 

Operator: MEM PARTNERSHIP 

Location: NE NE SE/4 7-9-21W 

Lease: COOLEY # 1 

County: GRAHAM 

Findings: 

UPDATE REPORT 

License: 3 809 

~ December 9 2016: Update on the Cooley# 1 API: 15-065-00278-0001 GPS: 39.28430 99.69991. Is still 
currently abandoned. 

MARVIN MILLS E.C.R.S 
(agent) (signature) 

cc: file 
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I, Paula Murray, certify that on May 22, 2017, I did cause a true and correct copy of the 
Pre-Filed Testimony of Richard Williams to be served by United States mail, first class, postage 
prepaid to the following: 

William Story 
MEM Partnership LP, a General Partnership 
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