
THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF KANSAS  

Before Commissioners: Andrew J. French, Chairperson 
Dwight D. Keen 
Annie Kuether  

In the Matter of the Application of Black 
Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC d/b/a 
Black Hills Energy for Approval of its 
Purchase of Farm Tap Domestic Meter 
Facilities Used to Service Certain Customers 
From Southern Star and the Approval of 
Revisions to Tariff Language of Storm URI 
Charges for New Acquisitions. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 24-BHCG-652-ACQ 

ORDER GRANTING WITHDRAWAL AND CLOSING DOCKET 

This matter comes before the State Corporation Commission of the State of Kansas 

(Commission) for consideration and decision.  Having reviewed its pleadings and records, the 

Commission makes the following findings: 

I. Background

1. On March 29, 2024, the Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC d/b/a

Black Hills Energy (“Black Hills”) filed an Application for approval of the transfer of certain 

assets, customers, and accounts related to farm taps from Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. 

to Black Hills under an Asset Purchase Agreement executed between Black Hills and Southern 

Star and to issue customer-specific certificates of convenience and necessity for Black Hills to 

serve these farm tap customers and approval of revisions to tariff language of Storm URI charges 

and new acquisitions.1 

1 Application for Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy (Mar. 29, 2024) 
(“Application”). 
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2. The Commission also granted intervention in the matter to the Citizens’ Utility 

Ratepayer Board (“CURB”).2 

 3. On March 19, 2025, Black Hills filed a Motion to Withdraw its Application Without 

Prejudice.3 In its Motion, Black Hills explained that any continuing obligation imposed through a 

post-closing agreement with Kansas Gas Service or the Commission to either interrupt or 

disconnect natural gas services to customers related to non-payment of either the Kansas Gas 

Service or Atmos Securitization Charges will impose an unreasonable administrative burden and 

potentially additional costs and expenses on Black Hills.  

4. Black Hills states in its Motion that it consulted Commission Staff prior to filing its 

Motion. No party filed an objection or otherwise responded to Black Hills’s Motion.  

5. Upon review, the Commission acknowledges Black Hills intent to withdraw its 

Application and grants Black Hills’ Motion. 

THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION ORDERS: 

A. Black Hills’ motion is granted, and the Commission acknowledges the withdrawal 

of its Application in this matter. 

B. This docket shall be closed. 

C. Any party may file and serve a petition for reconsideration pursuant to the 

requirements and time limits established by K.S.A. 77-529(a)(1).4 

 

 

 

 
2 Order Granting CURB’s Petition to Intervene, Protective and Discovery Order (Apr. 1, 2024).  
3 Black Hills/Kansas Gas Utility Company, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy Motion to Withdraw Application Without 
Prejudice (Mar. 19, 2025) (“Motion”).  
4 K.S.A. 66-118b; K.S.A. 77-503(c); K.S.A. 77-531(b). 
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BY THE COMMISSION IT IS SO ORDERED. 

French, Chairperson; Keen, Commissioner; Kuether, Commissioner 

Dated: _______________________ 

 

 

       _______________________________ 
       Celeste Chaney-Tucker 
       Executive Director 

 
CRM/km 
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rob.daniel@blackhillscorp.com

WILLIAM RICK GRIFFIN, ATTORNEY
MARTIN, PRINGLE, OLIVER, WALLACE & BAUER, LLP
645 E. DOUGLAS STE 100
WICHITA, KS 67202-3557
wrgriffin@martinpringle.com

DOUGLAS LAW, ASSOCIATE  GENERAL COUNSEL
BLACK HILLS/KANSAS GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LLC
D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY
1731  WINDHOEK DRIVE
LINCOLN, NE 68512
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TODD E. LOVE, ATTORNEY
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
todd.love@ks.gov

CARLY MASENTHIN, LITIGATION COUNSEL
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
TOPEKA, KS 66604
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DAVID W. NICKEL, CONSUMER COUNSEL
CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
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david.nickel@ks.gov
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CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
1500 SW ARROWHEAD RD
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CITIZENS' UTILITY RATEPAYER BOARD
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D/B/A Black Hills Energy
601  NORTH IOWA STREET
LAWRENCE, KS 66044
nick.smith@blackhillscorp.com

JOHN S. WATHEN
SOUTHERN STAR
4700 STATE ROUTE 56
OWENSBORO, KY 42301
john.wathen@southernstar.com

/S/ KCC Docket Room
KCC Docket Room


	24-652 Order Granting Withdrawal and Closing Docket
	cos 24-652



